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Mv Lord, 

I HAVE teen induced to solicit the honour 
of dedicating this little work to your Lordship 
from the conviction that its contents are not only 
consonant with the Doctrines and Articles of 
tha.t Church of which ^our Lordship is so bright 
aJi ornament, but that they are in unison with 
the truths of Divine Revelation, that perfect 
standard by which all Theology and Morality 
must he judged. My object is predcnting it to 
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stancea, ar« debarred access to, or are not inclined 
10 read. Works of a tnorc e:£t&nsive kind. 

While the wiiter has no disposition to despise 
that critJckm Which, if inipaTtially adminiatered, 
23 the best safeguard of the press, neither would 
she timidly shrink from investigation ; awa.re that 
no partiality of friends can long buoy up an un- 
worthy production. 

This is not intended as the language of indif- 
ference, but arises from a consciousness of the 
purity of motive, and the desire to do good, 
which have actuated her; compared mth which, 
all other consitJerationa are momentary and 
unsatisfying. 
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(Daniel is. 260 2'li 

CHAPTER LXV. 

And be shall con&m the covsnaut with maog for one 
wsek: and in the midst of tlie we^k ho sLbII cqubg tha 
fl4C^fice and the ohlation ta cease, aod For the over- 
spiOBdiitg of abomiiLiLUODa Le a)ial1 make it desolnte, 
e^en until theconiummutjon, ami tliM detennined ahull 
be poured upon the deBolute. (Danieliz. ?T.} . . S't9 

CHAPTER LXVI, 

Fori will gather all iiBLidtis npinst Jeiasalem to batUa ; 
ntid the city shall be taken, nnd tbo liouse-s liBed, 
and tjje women lUTisLed ; andbalf of the city eball g'o 
forl'b into captirity, snd the- residue of tbe people bLbH 'r 
not be cutoff ftom the citj. (Zechoriah xiv.S.) ■ 835 

CHAPTER, LXYII. 

The Lord Bhall bring n nation n^inst thee bom fsr, fiam 
tbB end of ttie earili, u ecdft as tbe CQgle tlieth ; a 
l<»tioB wbo&e touguc tbuu B-liult not underataadi d 
DBtiou of HcrcG caunlieDimce, whicb shall not regard 
tkie pBTsan of the old, nnr show faTOUT Co the ^oung. 
(Deiit,xK'iii.4.i<, 5Q.) 

And nben he was rome near, he beheld the city, end 
wept orei it, Baying, If thcru hadst known, even thou, 
at leist in this tty daj, tb^ things wLIch belong unto 
thy p«nce! hot now they are bid from tline eyea. Jot 
the da^B bIiqII -Eone upon thee, thnt tbiuei enemieii ehall 
coat a tTencU H^QUt ibee, and compiiES thee toudH, bad 
keep thee inun eiery side, and shnll lay iheo even 
wilb Uie giauiui, and Ihy cliUdf ta wichiiL tbee ; and 



COSTESTS. Xix 

P«. 

Ili«7 bIibU not Uave in thee one aloae upon aaothcr ; 
because (htni knewcat not tbe time ot tli]) viiitatioii. 
(Luke lis. 41—44.) ?■» 

CHAPTER LXVIU, 

[ TbeKfora shall Zion far Jfiur aaka be pldwel SB a field, 

aad Janisalem sLall Ijecome hEapai Bad tL« utDimuiu 
of LIls house as the iiigL places of the foieat. 
(!ilicakiii. le.) 24S 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

rAnd lie aliill befnr aaoMtuoiy; but for n stone of itum- 
bliitg and for a lock of offeace to bcth (li« liauaea gf 
Israel, for h ^d and for b enwe ta the inhabitanU of 
Jerubuloni. (liaiaii viii. 14.) 34G 

CHAPTER LXX. 

LAnd he soidj It is a ligLt thing thiit thou ahouldcat hf: 
lay servant to raise tip tbe IrLbe^ of Jacoli, Dud toie- 
ttate ths preeeived (it Uiael : I 'wli.l alao giv« tlice 
ior liglit to (he Gentiles, that tboa m&yeillie my 
lalTaiion unto the end of Llie enrth. (leaiab ilij. 6.') . 256 

CHAITER LXXI. 

Tbe LORD said tmto my Lord, sit tLoD at m; right 
brad, nntil i make tlune enemiea tb; foaCstooL 
^PaUm CI. i.) • • .260 




ERRATA. 

Ftge 7T,]ia»tt,tatpn)diuti»;niApraduavmi. 
16$, Uu 4, inaert Ibjr ba&ie apptoacli. 
S4S, liaa 8, for mAU. iMd AM. 



JESUS, THE MESSIAH. 



CHAPTER I. 



I will put emnii? betwmi thee nd tbe Wanas, tod 
^lwe«d tbj KtdM)>! h^r K^ ; it shall biniw tijr bead ^ md 






10 rfialt brnigft hu heeL-^Gea. iii. I J. 



This is the first inlimatiaa we meet with of the 
M«e&ia.b, and withiii this one verse ia cod- 
loed, as in the bud, the embryo flower, that goodly 
plvit of renown,* whtc}! the Lord hath planted, and 
not man ; he who ia ibe roee oF Sbaroo ami (he 
valley's liUy-f It is aii «pitome of the whole plan of 
imptioD, and cootaius traths of th« first impor- 
we thaJl do well to conader them irt leference 
Jesus of NaBajeth. Th* prophecy declar&e there 
ghall be eDmity between the seed of the womna Eind 
e serpent. The incarnation and birth of Jesus hare, 
y the EvBDgeListfi Matthew aod Lube, beeo so fully 
dated, that none but a strongly prejudiced mind can 
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* laaiiili liii. it. Exek. juuii. 29. 
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deaj that lie was the ^on of Mai7, then a. vix^o, 
and that Joseph was onlj his auppoBod father, because 
he married hia matfaer." The old serpent, oi ss he 
is frcqueotly called, SalsD, diecovfired his enmitf 
towards Jeeus from his birth ; he stirred up Che mind 
of Herod to destroy the holj child, Jeaus, and thus 
origi&ated the massacre of the iDfaots oi B^thleli^ii]. 
Though disappointed, he p«r80Dai1y attempted his 
deatruction, and far forty days and nights did he try 
the force of his arts to tempt Jesus to ein.f And^ 
though foiled, he again reaumed the attack, and sug- 
gested to the minda of tlie Scribes and Pharisees, 
priests and people, to persecute the man " who spake 
U ueyer man spak^'/' It is »!ud be entered into, 
i.e. took fjll possessiion of, the mind of Judas,! v'ho 
betrajred Jesus, and alsa act^ aa guide to tho«« vho 
took him. Was not Satan the liogleader of those 
who crucified him, in whom hiajudges declared, they 
could find no &iiU worthy of death ? Let as aoir 
behold the opposition displayed by Jesus towards the 
serpent &nd iiia seed. A great part of his life appetn 



■ Matthew i, IB— 23. LDl[e L tT. SO — 35., ii. S,6,7> 

I HatlUew iv, t— !!■ Mark. i. 13, 13. Liik« ir, 3— ]3. 

I J.iilceuii.3. JoIuiTi.70,,xi)i.S— 17. 
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to hnvebeen spent in ca^djig out and dispaasessiiig 
devils ftotn the miada and bodies of men ;*' and in 
rebuking and threateoing them, be proved tliat he 
came to dcEtroy the pOwer aad works of darkj^iefis. 
His was aa avowed and coostant war, and the denls 
knew him as theii greatiefit foe, and the deslroyer of 
their powert Although the heel, ie, the human 
nature of JeauB, was braieed in the cootrat, yet, by 
las death, (in which Satan for the moment appeared 
triumph ant,) he gave a mortal blow to hia power and 
authority, by delivering the captires of the mighty, 
mud the prey of the terrible one.I: The crosa, de- 
signed to display their G«OTn and abhorrence, is become 
the praise and glory of all the children of God, to 
whom, as unto their Lord and Maater, the old serpent 
and his seed coatinue to manifest the same spirit of 
enmity and persecution,^ Did devils confeas Jeaue 
to be the Sou of th« moat high Cod, and eball not 
we acknowledge him to be the seed promised at the 

• M»tlJiewiv.2+., vUi. ICIB— 23.,Li.S2— 34,, K. l.,xii.] 
S4 — !8., IV. 22-28., 3fi. f3.,irii. 14-'I9. Mark i. 83— 3T. 
33, 34, 39., iii. 82—27., v. S— 19,, *ii. 25— 5fl., viii. 33. L«ie 
It, 36— H.,vi. IB,, vii. 21,. viii. 2T— 36., ix. 1. 33— «. 49, 
Jolm xii, 31., Acts r. 3S., 1 Jalm, iii. 8. 

t Muk ill. 11.1!.,T.6,7. Luke iv. 33. 34. 41., viii. IS. 

X Luke xxii. 53. Jobusir. 50. $ 1 Peter v. B. 
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be said to he bleued in them, unless we tal:e tin 
prophecy Jn its true light, as poiDtiAg to Jeau^ " (be 
piomieed blessing," whose day of " taberinicling"oa 
eaith, Abraham by faith eair afar off, " rejoiced, and 
was glad." 




CHAPTER III. 

The Keptre shall noi depart from JudahtDor a lan-ginr 
from bstwoen hia feet, uDtil Shilph come; and uilIo biu 
Btioll Uis gatheriag of the people be.— Gen. kUi. 10. 

The Holy Ghost, by the mouth of the djnu^pa* 
tiiarch, Jacobs h^s pointed to the epoch when he, of 
whom Moses and the prophets did write, Bhfuld 
sppiMT. It ia worthy our particular attention, that, 
at the period of time wheo Jesus came, Judea was 
stilt governed by a. Jewish kiog. It ia true the power 
of tho Myal Asmonean or Maccabean race wu de- 
stroyed, and Herod thu Great had ascended the 
thri>ne! of Israel, yet the sceptre was aot departed 
from Judali. Herud was an Idumean, which aatioD 
had, for Dearly two centuries, been praaelytes to Ju- 
daism, and GO incorporated and mingled with the 
Jews, as to be regarded as oae peop[e. Jadea bowed 
to the Roman power, yet Heiod exercised tbe regal 
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Ilie^ sbull not leave in Ibee one stoEe upon rnioLheT ; 
bocnTise ibfiu luiewesC not tLe time of Oiy viiiUtion. 
(Luka lii. 41 — W.) g'SO 

CHAPTER LKVIII. 

TbcreFore aLsU Zion for your sake be plowed m r fictd. 
Bad JetUBalemi bIiqI^ liei;ains lieapa, and tKb mv^iiiit^ii 

of tbe Haute as ihe high plaeea of tlie Iokh. 
(Micalijii. 12.) S43 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

And be iJiall he for asBiii^tiiaryi but for a stone of i-Cum.- 

bling nnd for a lock of offence ta bodi tiie bauBeH of 

^^ latael, for a gin end foe a eaare to ihe iubabiUinU at 
^B Jctiuslem. (lauah Tiii. 14.) .... .346 

CHAPTER LXX. 

iAad bBsaid, Itia a liglit Uiing thaC tbou shouIileEl le 
my aerraaC to raise up lUe tribes cvf Jacob, and to ra- 
f BWre the preietved of larael ; I will nlsij giia tlice 
L jbr Eight tQ the (leiitileE, that tbon mayeaC lie rtiy 
[ BBtrstion UDto theeod of tbo eotth. (laainhilij, ti.) i S56 
CHAPTER LXXI. 

The LORD said, uvto ay Lord, ^i^ ^*"^ '^ "^f Hght 
Lasil, until I maka tbgne eoemiea tlij footatool. 
(Paalm cj. I.) • * , S60 





propli$ey,' the exact counterpart of the one we ar« 
now considering, in which he declared Jesus to be 
the promiseil Shlloh, who should gather together id 
one, all the children of Gud which are ecatt'ered 
abroad, not the nations of the Jews only, but the 
Gentika also. Yes, JesuB will seek out and bring hie 
people from tb« mounCaii^e whence they are scat- 
tered ; in the clo'udy and dark day he will brin^ his 
eoDB from afar, and his daughters from the ends of 
the earth, and there ahall be one fold under one 
shepherd, even the glorioue Shiloh, 



CHAPTER rV. 

And [Iii?re Bliatl come forth a. rod out of llie Blem or JtBSfr, 
and B brunch shall gtUTr out □-( liia roota. And in tLat dij. 
Uvne sLall be k teal of Jeese, wbiclisbnUHUuiil foi an eaajgn 
of the people ; to it eliull tlie Cendlea teti : and bis rest aball 
be glartau*. — Icoinli xi~ 1. 10. 

The Jews, from theae propheciea, espected the 
Messiah would spring from the family of David, the 
son of Jesse; and this led them to preserre, with 
Unusual attention, the genealogy of his descendaaie. 
We have abund'aiit testimony that Jesus is of " the 




'houae aiidEineageof David.'" By comparing scripture 
I with scripture, t w« may venture to affirm, Jeaus ia 
^Hthe " glorious branch" Jehov&h halh made sCroag for 
^^Binaself. With r&ga.rd to hia human and divine 
1^^ nature, he is both " David's aon aad David's Lord." 
He ii the " root and offspring of David," and the 
, " bright and aiorning star." The Gentiles Bhall coini] 
^^Ro " hia light," and kings to the " brightness of hla 
^^BiaiiLg." He ia not onlj & " rod cut of the stem of 
^^Jesse," but he is the " tree of life" whose " leaves 

Ive for the healing of the nations," whose tap Bha.ll 
^* reach unto hflavenj" and his branches " cover the 
^rth.'' He is Jehovah's ensign of mercy displajed 
%o a rebel world, and both the Jewi&h and Centile 
aalions arc invited to enlist under the banners of the 
CKJB&. Thoae who aeek au iaheritEince in the kingdooi 
of the troe David, if it be agreeable to the charter of 
lrainaDuer$ land, shall (iod his rest to ht glorious. 

^^ft * Siuce the (lG5.trui:ti(ia of JeTaBolem,, tlie genralogy of 
^^nie tews is lost^ Ui-e tribe or family of DaTidcaDoaC be liis- 
^^HpfpiUbed fcam that of B«njunia. 

^^^ t Psilin ciiiii. 11. Isoisli ii. 6, 7., Iv. 3, 4, 6. Jerem. 
sxiii. 5, €., xxxiii. 1^. ^^cli' iii- 8., vi. 12, 13. 
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CJI AFTER V. 
Thus g.Bkh tbo Lnrd, Temove the diadem and taka off t])'« 

ciowD, 1131 til Ilc coine wha&e ri^bt it ie ; and 1 will giva it bin. 
— £iekiel \xi.'i6,^7. 

Tqz the chllJren of laraBl shall ftb-ide mnny days withont k 
kiag, and witUout upriDi^, and wilihout a gacriRce, andwithoat 
an image, said wilboul on epbod, and witliout teTsp)uiA< 
ArtenrnTds sLbII ihe Fliildre-ii of Isnuil i«tuni, and leek the 
Lord their Gad, widCarid iheirkiug ; eml bIibII fear tlie hotA 
mail hie g'oadneBsin the InUar days. — Heiaei.iii.4,5. 

The Jews themselves must confeBa this pf ophecy 
to be ia part fuIGlletl. They are nanderera from 
their beloved Canaan, atraagera ia a Gtrccnge l&ad, 
scattered over all psrta of the globe, and destilutB of all 
the local piinlegea whiclicQaatitateaaatioo, aJthough 
th«; still retain a diatinction of character; but it 
only tends to make them a repraa^hj and theiF aante 
a by-word amonget all classes. They dwell alone, and 
arfi not now reckoned amonggt the nations of Uie eaitb. 
The insigoia of royal dignity are useliiss to them, 
having no king or prince on wham to h«£tow Ch^ 
atoy/a qt diadem. They are deprived of their temple 
and its services, and of all the glorious dietinctiana 
wbich marked it from those dedicated to false (tr 
unknown Goda. The latter clause of this prophecy 
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shall i£ aeauredly be fulClled, for henfen uui earth 
shall pass awa.y, sooner than one of the promises of 
God fail to Le {t^KMamplUhed. Yes, the childTen of 
Israel shall return, and seek the Lord their God, and 
him of n'hoin David was only a type, even King 
Jesus,* who is of David's royal line, " and the go- 
vernment shall be upon his shoulders," for he is the 
" waDderfu.lcoui)aelW,theii:iightyGod,CheeTerIaBtiDg 
father, the prince of peace." Hasten, Lord ! we would 
say, the time " witea the deliverer 6ha.ll ame out of 
ZioD, and torn awa;^ ungodliness from Jacob." Assume 
the sceptre of thy power, Jesiia, thou kiogof Zion, thou 
" Son of the Highest ! for the Lord God has gi-ven unto 
thee the throne of thj father, David ; thou shalt reign 
ovei the house of Jacob forever." " Of the iocrease of 
thy ^oyemmeot and peace there shall he no end; 
upaa the throne of David, and upon his kiDgdom, to 
order it, and to establish It with judgment and with 
juBtice, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perfonn this." 



* Eiek, zxi. 36, ST. 




Tlie Lard tb; God -wiW raise up aoto th.r« a Propliet from 

ifie QiidHt of tL«e, qF tliy bretLrfitp ]ilce untg me ; aj^lQ Iijm ye 

sksM lieorken. — Deul. iviii. lb — 19. 

This is oae af the maoy precicnia promisea givea 
by God tu Israel. Moses ih & cha.racter justly d^ 
Ben'iog aur regard and veneration. The Jewish na- 
tion held him in high estimation, and almost idolized 
hia memory. Perh;ips our time may not be miseiq- 
ploy^d in eearchiitg for proofs of the fulKlmeot of this 
prnpbecy, aod in examining [he character of one (even 
Jeans) who declorea himself to be not onl^ a prophet 
like unto Muses, but in every respect his superior; 
which, if proved, will clearly wairaot their givinji; 
uTita .l«sus far grea.teT hooouT lha.D vi» ^ven due to 
Moses. In drawing a Comparison between these illu^ 
trioug jieraonages, we observe; they both sprang from 
the family of Jacob or Isfad ; Mosee, when a child, 
was, for a time, concealed by his parents fmni the 
jtereecuting Pharoah ; the child Jesus alsi^, was, by 
command of (jo<d the Father, taken into Egypt, to 
avoid the tyranny of Herod : thus both escaped the 
deatnicCinn executed on all the other male children. 
Moises was raised op from the midst of the penple, 
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mm amongst his bretliren the childreD af lerael; 
Jesue hariog tal£«D od him our Da.ture, is not ashamed 
to c&ll ua brethreD. Moses waa a prophet, called and 
taught of God ; Jesus is the sent, th-e Sealed, tbe 
aDoiDted of God, at whose call he came faith. Moses 
saw God face to fa.ce ; issue lay in the bosom of the 
Father. Moses wrought miracles by the command 
and aid of God ; J«sus wrought many miracles in the 
daya of hie Jesh, hut all in hia own a&me and b; bis 
own power. Moses was ao honoured iostrunieiit in 
briogi-ng Israel from the bondage of Egypt ; but JesuB 
delivers hia people larael from worse than Egyptian 
skmastere, aren tha bondage of sin and Satan. 
Moees faeted forty days before he gave the law to 
Israel. Jesus fasted forty days before he entered on 

I hie public ministry. Wbea Mopea wrougiit mirsicleB 
in Bgypt, the ma^cia.ns wera obliged to confea^ ihe 
Uivine power by which he actpd. Jesus «xpelled the 
Inril spirits, and they acltnowledged hie almighty 
flower. Moses commanded the sea to retire, and it 
nbeyed his voice. Jt^guseaid to thetempeetuous winda 

»Dd aea, " Peace, be still ! " and instantly there was 
great calm. Moses cuwd ane leper." Jeans cared 

' Nuinbera lii, 1.^, 
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□iaii)r. Mosea chose itad appointed seventy elders 
over the people, on nhom God bestowed the spirit of 
prophecy. Jesufi chose seventy [ipoBtles, whom he 
endowed with miraculous powers, and sent forth to 
teach in the villages. Moses chose twelve men, 
whom he seat to spy out the land the Israelites 
were about Co conquer. Jesus chose twelve apostles, 
and commanded them to go forth and preach the 
gospel to all the world, and subject it to his allegi- 
ance, by a more glorioua power than that of arme. 
Moses was iji danger of being stoned by the rebellious 
niiA tiAgraileful people, whom he had constaotly 
laboured to henelit. The Jews also look np stones to 
Btone Jesus in return for his numerous favours. Th€ 
relations of Mosea were greatly offended with him for 
niarryioe; an Ethiopian wonian.| Jesus has espoused 
the GentiEe churchj to the no small diflpleasure of the 
Jews. When Moses was the prophet of Israel, they 
were fed with manna from heaven, Jesus. miTacuIously 
fed lire thousand and seven thousand persons; be could 
say " 1 am the living' bread which came down from 
heaveD ; if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for 
ev«T; and the bread that! will give is my flesh, which I 
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will gi*'e for the life of the world." When Moees, by 
God'iL commaad, str&tched forth his hajid, dstrkQess 
covered ihe land oi Egypt, which was fihortly follawed 
bytheawfuldeBtructionofitBGrst-boro;n'henJeauswaa 
crucified, darkness covered the lajid, which, not many , 
years nitai, was the scene of the most dire calamities. 
"Was Muses a prophet? and did he not speak of the 
calamitieG that would befall the Jews ? as euch, see 
Jems teaching the people, and foretelling the time and 
eireumetancea of his own decease, and also the sl£g« 
and destruction of JeruBalem. Was Moses as king in 
Jeshuruii ? Jeans is not only kin^ in Zlon, but King 
f kings, and Lord, of lorda ; by him kio^ rule, and 
princes decree justice. Moaes is described as an 
almo&t perfect character ; Jesus as whplly free from 
the least spot or stain of sin. Moses was remarkable 
for meekness; JeBus, when led as a lamb to the 
slaughter, opened not his moutb ; when reriled, he 
reviled not again ; when persecuted, he blessed, Mo- 
Beg, by qoffimaud of God, gave laws and statutes, 
and instituted ordinances iu Israel ; Jesus iastituted 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and gave laws 
and commandments to his people The law given by 
Moses tends only to condemnatioD, but Jesus " has 
bmught light tuid immortality to light by his gospel," 



The lnv of Moses was designed "a&a. achouluiaster to 
bring us to Chrifil ; " the doctiine oi Smaa ie, " f am 
the wsf, the truth, and the life." Moses a^cted a^ a. 
m^iator beCween God a.iid Israel, aL the giving of the 
cavecant on Sinai; Jeaus. is the great dajrVman, and 
the almighty mediator of the aew corenant. Did Moeea 
plead far the rebellious leraelitea "i vre also hear Jesus 
interceding for traaagressors, Baying, " Father, fo]^ive 
them,, for they know L«t what they do." Moses read 
tht law iti the cara nf bU Israel; Jesus -writes his 
laws upon the hearts of hia people, and his truths in 
their innaid parts. When Muses descended fron 
Mount Sinai, after holding cauverse with God, hia 
face shone exceeding bright ; we a.r« told when Jesus 
was troaefigured ou Mijunt Tabur, his face shone as 
the flun, aud his raiment waa vhite as the light. Did 
Moeea choose TBtber " to suSer affliction with the 
people of God, than enjoy the pleasureA of sin for a 
seaeon?" Jesus preferred sufi'enDig miBery and noo for 
a ti[)ie, rather than bis people ehould eadtire the ever- 
lasting punishment which their sina deserved. Did 
Moees esteem the reproach of Christ greater richea 
than the treasurea of Egypt ? Jesus conaidciH the 
odium affixed to his crofs, ns a more Lunourahle dis- 
tinction tha.a the posseeaiun of (hau9nndB> of gold and 
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silver. Moses, aa a. eerrant, was faithful in all 
his house; Jesus could say " Father, I have finiBhed 
the work thOu hast givee flie to d*," " I liave glori£ed 
thee on the earth," and " those thou gaveat me, 1 have 
kept, and none of them is lost," (See John xvii. 12) 
Mosea waa permitted, iram the heights of Fiegah, to 
view the goodly land of promiBe; which was but a. type 
of the heaTsuly rest Jesus has prepared for thoBe vho 
love faim. Moaee, as a prophet, naa great in Israel ; 
J«Su9 id the Lord (jod of the prophetH, and uDto him 
shall ihepeople hearken; he will give them the hearing 
ear and. the undersfaading heart, and make them willing 
iQ theda.y of hia power. " Every soul thnt will not ht ark- 
en unto this prophet, sh^l be cut off," for be it knawD 
to all people, " that there ie none other name under 
heaven given amonget men, whereby we can he saved," 
but that of J«5iis, who !a of n, truth "the prophet 
that nas for to come." It was said, by way of 
repri>ach, thou art this man's diB.cLple, but we are 
Moses' diBciples, Let us not cuna-ider it a di^racelo 
own our attachment to him, who ia id every point of 
view far euperior to Moses, who was but his a^iTanl, 
and the creature of his power. Where shall we find 
a perAoD who so closely resembles Moses, as Christ? 
Surely he was the prophet foretold 1 Yet the Jews 
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rejected him, Eind by that rejection prove that Jesus 
was he of wliom Moses wrote— for the Lord has e.xe- 
ctit«d the punJEhmeat he threatened should befall 
them, if they reiuaed to hearkea unto this prophet; 
thug the Jews are living moaumentB of the truth as it 
is in Jesus, Oh, way we take warniog froai their 
caJamitiea, and receive the Gent, the sealed, the 
anointed of the Father, as our prophet, piieat, and 
king ; ereu Jeaus the Messiah, the Christ of Cod 1 



CHAPTER VIL 

Tlie coicB nf him that orieth in llie wildemeBa, Prepue ye 
tbe vaj of Llie Lord, make straight in the deeen a higbir»j 
fcrotu G»d.— IiBuhxl. 3, 

Th e Prophets Isaiah and Malachi ' were commiB- 
BioDed to iafoim the church, that w\ivn the period 
should arrivfl for the corainf ftf ihe Mefislah, % me$- 
sen^r would he sent to aoDouitce his near approach. 
This promise waa most Etrictly fulfilled: Jeeua, the 
Son of the Moat High God, did not visit this our 
world, without first directiog an herald to practaim bts 
Goniiag; evtia John, nho waa sent to prepare th« 
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way before him.* This, harbinger deserves oar aKen- 
tioD ; he was no ordinary cliaiacier. An aiig«l, even 
Gabriel, poeted from heaven to speak of his birth, and 
declare be should be filled with the Holy Ghoat. from 
the firet dawa of life. If Euch distingniahing honour 
va£ paid to the messenger, how |^eat that due to the 
master! John demands our respect, -oa account of 
the sanctity of his life, the simplicity of hie manaers, 
and the active zeal and ardent love he manifeeted in 
la ciase, and towwds the person, uf his Lordj and 
iai the integrity and faithfulness enhibited in every 
part of his conduct towards ma.n. He feared not to 
reprore ein in nhatever daas of per&onB he beheld it, 
IQ the common soldier even to the monarch on the 
rone. To a character so exemplary as John's, the 
highest respect and veneration are due ; and the testi-^ 
mony of such a man deaerrfs not to be lightly 
regarded. John's birth was six mouths prior to his 
ird's, j- and being; the first ^ho U3«d wtit^r-baptiBm 
a divine ordinance, he was aurnamed the Baptist. 
He abode "in the deserts" of Judea "until the day of 
hia ahowiug unto Israel," and had never seen his Lord 



• MMl. iii. 3., li. 8—15. Mark i. t—i. Lake i. 5— 2t!. 
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(who resided at NazarctJi, in Galilee), until he cinae 
to Jorda-D for baptism. The testimony tie then gave to 
the p«rwn of Jesti$ meiite observBtion, He publicly 
ackDowkdged him to be the person whose wa; he was 
sent to prepare, and spoke of him a& one wbose shoe's 
latchet he was not worthy to unloose. We aee Jtihii, 
vheD Burrounded hy his own di^eipks, point to Jesii&, 
and. say " Behold the Lamb of God nhigh taketh 
away the sin of the world," and " this is lie of whom I 
s&id, after me cometh a, man which is ptef or red before 
me; for he was before me." John gave the most 
decided tegtimonj to the Godhead of Jt^sus, for he said 
he n'oitid " baptise with the Holy Glioat," which ia the 
prerogative only of God. What man can, by any 
means, redeem his brother, or §^re to God a raoaom 
for his soul? but John spake of his. Lord as " the 
Lamb of God, which takeih away the sin of the 
world." Yes, he is the " Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the wnrld." Under the Mosaic dispensatian, 
the lamh slain, as a morning and evening sacrifice, and 
on the great day of atonement, was only a type of this 
Lantb of God's own providing, who offered himself up 
aa a sacri^ce for the sins of many. When the disciplea 
of .lohn appeared displeased at the growing pop'ulant; 
af Jesus, their master instantly cheeked them by 
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saying " lie must iacreafie, but I luust isciease; lie 
that Cometh from heaven is above all." After John 
was caal into prison, we find him aeoding two of hia 
disciples to Jeaue, to inquire if he were the Christ or 
* Having heard the testimony John had before 
to (he person of Je^uB, we canuat suppose he 
ity dijubts in his o^-a miad as to hia being th« 
leBBiah, but rather that he was fully canviaced of 
be fa.ct himsel f; and wishing his disciples to ba Srmly 
established in the same faith, he, as tbe most effectual 
mettiod, sent them to Jesiis for satis factory proofs of a 
truth which he (John) had bean contiDually teaching 
through the whole course of hie ministry. John was 
faithful witness iji his master's cause, and to him 
we arc much indebted. But let us not bestow on him 
the honours due ta Jesus, who is deservedly preferred 

I before him ; for, aa Joliii justly obaerved, he was be- 
bre him. This is strictly true, for althuugh Jesus did 
Bot take on Mm our nature until six months after the 
nrth of John, yet, being God as well as man, his 
fexistence ia from everlasting to everlaaling, 

JasephuB, in his history of the Jews, speaks of John 
he Baptist in the highest terns of respect and renera- 
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tion : he says he bad acquired such credit and authority 
amoDsiBt the people by t!he holine^a of Ms life, aad his 
diaciplea were bo numerous, that Herod, dreading a fl 
irevrtlt, confiflfid John in tlie castle of Machajas, asd 
afterwards beheaded hiiu^ for no other crime than his 
honest faitbfuliiesa,* Herod'a army was soon after 
tatalty routed hy the troops of Aretaa, and the Jews 
considered it as a mark of Divine ven^ance for bis 
cruel treatmeat of the Holy Baptist. 



CHAPTER VIll. 

Tlierefore, tbs Lord himself sbalt give ]^oti i sign, behold ■ 
Tir^nn eb^l ctmc^ii^ and beai 8 soo, ftfid sliall call Ha aams 
Immaiiuel. — IsAiah. vii. 14. 

The portion of scripture now before us is highly in- 
teieeting, and demands eeriaua attention. About serea 
hundred and eight yeaia before the birth of Jesue, the 
prophet Isaiah was commiaBioned to tell the church, a 
virgin should conceive and bear a son, and should call 
his aame Immanuel, For proofs of the fulGloient of 
this prophecy, we would refer to Matthew and Luke,-f- 
and request their teatimany may be read with the 



■ Matl.xir. 3 — 10. 
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ioiiB atteation the subject demaiide. The ud- 
biushiDg; iii£d«l may treat it with Ecom and ri- 
dicule; but let nut one bearing the aanteof Christ, 
veotine to apeak with lightness, an this so highly 
tottiu^iitous as article of the chrifitiq.!] fqjth. We 
canDot Huppose the Lord, after giving this promise, 
would be unmindful of its accomplishment ; if the 
birth of Christ had been the result of natural causeS) 
there would hare been nothing to excite eurprifie, nor 
would it have been a aign, aa the Lord liimeelf 
declared it should be. If he had been born after the 
raannerof tbecbildranof men, nu doubt he must }iaT« 
,ken of their evil nature. Or if his bodj had 
n formed of the dust, as was Adam's, bow could 
the promiee given at the (all q£ man, have been 
fulfilled? And what relationship would there then 
bare existed between Chri&t a.ad his church ? But 
>w heia "bone of our bone, and Sesh of our flesh." 
'or in the fnlneag of time, " God Bent forth btaBon, 
made of a womftn, (n&de uqd^r tbe law, that he might 
red>e«m them which are under the law." " Lo £ in the 
rolume of the book, it is written of him," " aacriSce 
and offerings for sin, thou wouldeat not j but a body 
hast thou prepartd for him," A body subject to all 
the infirmities of our nature, ;et whoU; free from itie 
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nnful principles, and evil propensities of the hii 
rac«. Hia name a)ia.llbe called " Immsiiii&l, which, 
being interpreted, is, God with ua," God in our nature * 
YeB, the uncreated word wa^ '^ made flesh and dwelt 
amougBt UB iad we beheld bl^ glory, the glory as ol 
the uoly begotten af the Father, full of grace aad 
truth.'' " lo him dwelt all the fullness of the God- 
bead hodily " The SociniaQ may ^mile wicJi contempt 
vheo the Deity of Jesus is attested, but is it not 
written ? " Behold yc deapiserB^ and wonder and 
perish!" Shall not "he that sitteth upon the 
circle of the beaveM, laugh ? — the Lard Bhall have 
them in utter deri8i«B." We would candidly con- 
fer, tb^fe are raysteriea in this doctrine above the 
powers of a Eoite mind fully to comprehead. But 
are we, for that cauee, to refuse our belief of iu truth 1 
"We should indeed be reduced to a most distre^tng 
dilemma, if we were to disbelieve every thing we 
cannot fully coinpreheisd. Who can diacorer or fully 
explain the nature, order, and beauteous economy, 
displayed in the afiimate and inanimate creation? 
'I'hey are so many problents unaolvable by man. 
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though bj ihe dint of study, niany of the cauaea 
id ieffiecl3 by which we are encircled, have been 
ed up to their mighty Author, and eagle-eyed 
genius has let la a world of wonilera to our vJuw ; 
much, very much, bgth 'm the heavens, the earth, 
Dd roigbty deep, remaios euwrapt in clouds, or thick 
darkncsa, Even in the form^tian of a. blade of 
grasft, there are operations which man cannot define. 
e enjoy the geniaJ rays of heaven's bright lumtfiftry. 
It who can prove to dem oust rati oa, the aourcea from 
'hence he lias derived such a conataat supply of 
matter, as to furniih our sysiecn of worlds, with light 
and heat for nearly bIx thousand years ? In short who 
can dieoorer or fully explain the myateriuua link which 
imitM mind to matter ? But surely we do not allow 
ours^lve^ to dLfibelieve lh« reality of their existence, 
because we camiot eater into the minutiBe of their 
Dftture. li there was nothing revealed, in the New 
Testament, of the nature and person of Christ, but 
what we could fully comprehend, we should then have 
■ome cause to refuse our absent to its truth, and might 
confess it to be a cunuinglji devised fable. But while 
great is the mjBtery ai godliness, remember it is God 
manifest in the flesh ; not God putting off has Deity to 
take the human nature, bvt it is ihft second perwQ in 
c 
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the revealed order of the tjjune Jehovah, who tales 
OUT natuie into uniaa with hie diviae persoD, and veils 
hla Godhead benfiath the humaa fiesh. Thus is God 
and man united ia the person of our glorioua lmm&- 
uuel ; and aaif do proof should be wanting of his 
Deity, the angel Gabriel when directing Mafy to call 
his name Jesus, added : " for he ghalt eave hie people 
&091 their eins." Thue did he gtve the most decided 
testimony to his Godhead, for who but God, strictly 
epcaking, can claim a people aa his awn? and none 
but God caaeave them Erom Iheir eius, In regard to 
the Virgin Mary, wawould cheerfully joiaiu Gabriel's 
ealutatigi), " Hnill thou highly favoured of th« Lord ;" 
but, at the same time, we would be^ to observe a 
nice distinction with reference to Mary» who w&b 
only one of Eve'a daughters, and, though highly 
honuufttd of the Lord in this particular instance, an 
honour which never was or can be cooferred on 
another ; yet Mary's ealvation depended on the same 
foundation aa the reet of God's children, and it is 
plain Mary viewed it in the Game light, for we h«ar 
her aayitigi " Myauul doth magnify the Lord aad my 
spirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour." Mary was oidy 
ft Creature, and cousequeutly itis sinful to offer her ado- 
latiun, for it is written " thou sbalt worship the Lord 
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^hy God, aod noae othec." As to her having any pa. 
ticulajiDtereat at the court of heaven, Jesus hug, deter- 
EUQed that point, by a^yicg, " Woman what h^^ve 1 to 
b With thee, mine hour is not yet cume." It is worthy 
irvation, that whenever Jesus spake of Mary, be 
ivatiably called her " woman," as if at tm-ce to silence 
■who he knew would in after ^es beatow improper 
Dourj on the vii^n. When oiia said " Behold thy 
ither and thy brethren stand viithaut desiring to 
speak with thee," Jesua poiat&d Co his disciples, and 
said, "behold my mother and tny brethren ; " and 
added, " whosoever shall da the will ai my father who 
in heaven, the samQ is my mother, and mster, and 
ther," \VhEtlier Mary had, or had not children, 
after the birth of Jesus, is to us a matter of no impor- 
nee; al) itcxjucemsusistoltnowshehad none before. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Sot tbon, BeiliUbem Ephncab, th&ugli tliou be Uttls Bnang 
the ibouaBndi of Jndali, yet out of tLee slidl He come fbrlli 
iiDto inej tUat itta be ruler iu Israel j wboae goings ibrtL 

iva leen from of old, from everlaaUng. — MIcBh v. 2. 
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We find Boaz (the husband of Ruth) was of 
Bethlehem, a small city belonging to the tribe of 
c2 
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Juda.h, estua^te about five or six miles from Jerusakm, 
and his poateriiy coutiDued to possess it for tome timef 
for it vaB the birth-pkco gf Darid, the son af Jesae-. 
tbe Bethlehemite, great grandson tnj Boaz. This was 
the city from which, accordiog to prophecy, the 
Messiah should come. If we examine the records 
left by the Evaogelists, we ehall find a decree was 
issued by Augustus Cffiaar, to tax all the people of the 
Jews, and erery family was ordered to repair to tli«| 
citieHbelo-itgiiig to th^ir respe'ctiv? tnl>e$. This it was, 
v'hicli brought the Virgin Mary from Nazareih to 
Bethlehem, she being of the hauee and lineage of 
David. It is probable the whole family of David 
were cited to assemble for the purpose of being taxed ; 
it mtght bo with a design to humble and mortify 
them, for they had a rightful claio] to the throne of 
Judah, If this had not beeo the case:, it ia more than 
probable Mary, from her situation, would have been 
permitted to r^p^aio at Nazareth. Wb&tever vere 
the motives of the civil authorities, we have cause to 
bless our God for thus overruling events, which dis- 
tinctively considered were oppressive, but now tend 
ta establish the truth as it is in Jesus.. What else, 
humanly HpeftVJng, could have brought Mary, a female 
in the butDblest wait of life, to Bethlehem ?->^If it 



1 






. for thifi circumstance, we aliauld have wanted 
Df of Jesua being the Messiah; for we are 
told, he should lie born at Bethlehem, a city Little 
B.iiiODg the thousands of Judab." Aitbough a manger 
the best accammodatian offered for the loyal 
babe, yet hia birth was oot att^ether unaaticed, or 
passed by, as &q ereut of little iaiportaDce ; for lo ! 
amidst the stiUnesa of the night, an angelic raeseeuger 
U $3nt ta a.nTiQuiice to Jetirieh ahopherds, the arrival of 
chief Shepherd. No sooner are the glad tidings of 
great joy communicated, but a multitude of the hea- 
veuly hosts, who had followed with joyful haste, make 
the air re-echo with eouDds, sweet as tbe music of 
hearen. Wliile charmed with the delightful melody, 
breathlesa to citch the strain, we distinctly bear, 
^Glory to God in thebigheBt, and on earth peace, 
godd-willtowardsaien." Tbenext object which STre&tB 
our attention, is a company of Eastern philosopbera, 
who are come to pay their adorations to the sovereign 

»AS'g;er, ^nd to welcome hia arriTal. But who could 
ve directed them to this obscure retreat, to Snd the 

' Ii will be abaeiTed the chief prieata and scribes, to 
quoting this psaange (see iVrstt. ii. 6.) have nat given it car- 
rtGllj.liut Lbtc made it bead as mucL &b pauible to Ibpii ideal 
or atemporftl priuae. 
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infant King ? They were led thither, by a star oi 
pcculiB-r motiaa, appointed to direct these eagtero 
sages (probably Cbaldeans), to Israerg King. But 
how ill did his appearance accord with the dignity af4 
tii& character; yet notwith standing the poverty with 
which he wbb ftufrounded, they worshipped him. For 
he who was a babe at Bethlehem, by the mysterious 
unian a? the human nature with the d£v1n« perean, u 
the Game " whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting." We arc told that when he weut 
forth ia the acts of creatiooj " the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of Gad sliouted for joy." 
What wonder then if they tuned their golden harps 
afreeh, when he went forth to accomplish redemption'j I 
work, whifih mystery the angels are represented u 
desiring to look into. H« is also described as a Ruler 
not only in the armies of hertven, and amongst the 
inhabliants of earth ; but, in a more near and late- 
resting sense, does he reign and rule in the hearts of 
hia redeemed. The symbol of hie authority is not 
an iron rod -; no, lie rules them with the sceptre of bis 
Ian. We tvould s&y " Gird on thy eword nji&n thy 
thigb, thou mofit mighty; and goforth, conquering 
and ta conquer; until every land ehall own thy power, 
and all the nations of the earth shall call the Redeemer 
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tilflsaed.'^ May we imitate th^se pasteni sages, ana 
□ot feel aBhamed to confess vu.t attachment to liim, 
who aace appeared as an infant at Bethlehem ; for it 
becatae hini, in taking our nature, tg afisuiDe it from its 
^hftrliest Btate, and in all things to be made like unto 



CHAPTER X. 



Thui nith the Lard, b voice was beard JQ Rtindi, lamenta- 
tion and bitt-er weeping; RaLel weeping for h-ei cLiUren 

refused to be comfoTted for lier children, becvnae they were 
not. — Jereminh szxi. IS. 
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It will not Iw difficult to diacover the moumiitg pro- 
phet referred to the murder of the infants of Bethlehenn, 

icn it is remembered that Rachel the belored wife 
of Jacob, was the mother of Benjamin, which tribe, 
with that of Judah and the family of Levi, after the 
revolt of the ton tribes, formed the kingdom of Judah. 
We are told the ^^^ men came to Jeni^em, to inquire 

itn the Jews themBelves, at what place their long pro- 
mised King should be born ; and when told Bethlehem 
was the thehonouredepot.theydep'arted witha charge 
from Herod, then king of Judah, to return and bring 
im tidings, that lie alw might go a&d worship the 
infant Kin;. But his hypocrisy was soon discovered. 
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Uuder pretence, tliEit the wiae mea hsid offcTed him an 
ioauU in not returningto Jerusaiern, he ieeued an order, 
tg destroy all the childreo iia Bethlehem, from two 
years old and under. Ad order io every point of 
view, iQoet crud, UDJuft, and cowardly, sitd wliich 
the most hardened wretch must have shuddered to 
execute. The mind cannot conceive an act of greater 
barbarity, thnn the murder of 80 many innocent babes, 
in order to be Bura of one, even tba holy child Jesus. 
It does not appear that any of their parents had of- 
fended thecuwartily tyraot, «*hi>se heart was harder 
than tlie nether mill-stone. What wonder if the voice 
of lamentation and vo was heard, when the murde- 
rer's Bivurd was (to use the prophet's laoguage) made 
dmnkwitfa blood, with the blood of helpless infants, ivho 
vrvte tofti from the a.tiae of thu^^ whi) vrould gladly 
have ahed their own blood in the rescue of tlieir babes; 
but the armed ruffian band, like their master, were in- 
sensible to pity, and deaf to the cry of mercy. Well 
might Rachel, a mother in Israel, have wept, bad she 
witnessed this cruel order executed oa the infants of 
ber race! How enviable the lot of those youthful 
martjra for the caiue of Christ, compared to hie, 
who, though seated on a throne, trembled at the 
name of Jeaua, even when an intant itt Dethlehetu. 




For unto ui ■ child ia barn, unto ns a itta ifl given : kod ihe 
govemment afaaU be upon his sbauldeT t and bia name thitl be 
called Waaderful, Cauniellor, The Mighty G«d, The Ev^tlait- 
Fatbar, The Piince of ?ea£«,— laaiah u. 6, 7. 
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TnE9E words, like numercnis other ptie&a^eB in the 
ward of God, are far too aublime to be attached to a 
mere creature; at the same time, the; certainly ex- 
preaa ideas which cRnnotb* attributed to D«jty. "' Un- 
to us a child ia born, uoto us a sna is given," is ian- 
guag« improper to be applied to GcKlhead, while the 
Mighty God, the Ererlaatbg Father, are titles too 
Godlike to belong to humanity. In what light are w« 
to view them, if not aa descriptire of the person of the 
God-man, Chriat Jesus 1 To whom bat the MeBsiah, 
are w« to apply this, and the maoy e:spreBfi]oo9 of a 
similar kind, which we find bo proftisc'ly Bcattered 
through the eacrcd volume ? It is to the wonderful 
person of the Messiah, God united to the man Christ 
J«sus, that we direct our thoughts, as ih* g-lnrioug 
object presented to the faith of the patriarchs and 
aneieat Israel of God. To hina give all the propheU 
tntnesa. All the types preAgiire him, AH the sha- 
dows are designed to repiesent him, the subetance. 
c5 
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He is exhibited io oiii viewiti a vanety of cIiaxiLcters, 
relations, and oSices; and is not God and man, united 
in one complex pereon, clearly revealed id this pro- 
phecy? Let us apply it to Jesus : — Unto us a child. 
is. born, unto us a. son la gifen. Behold him ! a. babe 
at Bethlehem, subject to all the wa,Dts, weakness and 
lielplejjgness coanected with a gta.(e of infancy and 
cbildliDod ; Buch was the holy child Jceue. Uuto ub 
a Edn 18 given, who w acknawLedged to be of DavidVfl 
royal line; yet this eon ai huma.nity, i$ al^ declared 
to be the only begotten Son of God, a Son who ia the 
brightDP£s of his Father's glor}*, and the express image 
of hia pereoOi But this Son is not given asa Saviour< 
to fallen angels, they are passed by, although posseesed 
of faculties and poirerB, far euperiar to the enna of 
earth ; " Gnd ao loved the world as to gUve liis only 
begotten Son, thatwlioaoeverbelievclh in him, shouild 
not perish, but have everlasting life," Yes, Christ ia 
the gift of God,a.nd the richeet, Gad could beatow; 
he parted with the choicest jewel in the treasury of 
heaveii ; and God has not such another eon to give, even 
if the redemplioa of ten thoHsaiii^ worlds required it. 
How amazing the love that could prompt even Godf 
to deliver up such a s«o; a boo, in whom he declared 
himself always well pleased ; a son whom all th< 
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SD^ls of Goi are comma^nded to worehip ; yet 
h-e was given up to ahaoie, reproach, and suffer- 
ings ; yea, his Father became the cMef executionCT. 
" Ft pleased the Father to bruise him, and put him ta 
shame." Well might the prophet exclaiin, " Wonder 
O heavefl and be astoiiished O eiirth I" J«eue de- 
clared that, as the son of man, alii power in li«aven 
d earth was gireB to him ; and surely the govero- 
leot ought to be on his ahoulder«, for who so £t ta 
manage all, as he who is the Wonderful Counsellor ; he 
who, from all eteroity, knew the plana and counGels of 
Jehorah, and with whom he concerted and contrived 
the creation and redemption of man ; and waa it not 
between the Father and this Son, that the council of 
peace was settled and eEtablished, and ia it not " t> 
Govenaot well ordered in all thing^s,* and sure," and 
does t!Ot that part of it pubh^hed to ub in the written 
word, proclaim it the work of a Wonderful Counaellor? 
He indeed Is wonderful, lnoth in his person and work : 
the wonders of hia love are here past Gnding out; the 
woudere of his grace are now unsearchable, and it is 
reserved for an eternity to discover all the mysteriee 
in theWonderful Person of the God-man, Christ Jesus, 
which are here incomprehenaible. 




Are wenot told that the child burn, the bod given, is 
the mighty God? which miiat aurel^^ mean, th&t the 
same divine eeseace dwells in the Father and the Sou ; 
that it ia one true and eGsential Godhead, dwelling 
iD theperaoa of the Father, Son, and Spirit; not that 
they are tiiree QodB, but three diBtinct pereoaK, con- 
BticuLiDg aae Godhead ? — (Ooea aot the hodj aad spirit 
farm ooe man ?) U not the Son declared equal to 
the Father a» tonchidg his Godhead ? Are not their 
names more dcGcriptive of the reUtionB the^ sustuin in 
the scheme of Bedemptioa, than indicadve of any 
superiuTily or inferiority ia their eessQCe, or Oodbe&d ? 
Ib it not the eecmid person ia the glorious Trinity, whO' 
has taken the human oitture Into Ubion witb-hie divine 
person? And are not God end oiae uaited in the 
compLf^'c person of Jesiia of Nazareth, larael'a long 
promiBed and expected Messiah ? HiB humanity is 
fully proved by hie birtb, life, and death; and his 
Deity la fully attested in the strongest l»nguBge, forta 
whom the names, titles, attributes, wnrks and prero- 
gatives of God are ascribed, a.Qd declared to belong, 
surely. He must be the true God ; and ne have only 
to search the record of truth, and we shall find ascribed 
to him, all the dlstlngiUBhiog nAmes and titles of 
God, as : — 
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IJeiiovab,or the Lord,— Isaiah vi. I. 9, 10. Juhnxii. 
f 37 — 11. lBaialixlc24, 25. Rom. V. 18. 2Cor. V. 
I 21. Psalm Ixxxili. 18. leaiali xlil. 8., xlv. 5, G. 
I Jeremiah xxjii, 6. 1 Cor. i. 30, 2ecK xi, 12, 

13. Math. xTvii. 9, 10. 
Thetrue God,— Johni. 2.,XTii.3. 1 Johiiv,20,21, 
The Great and Mighty God, — Deal. x. 17. Jer. 
^P xxxii. 18, 19. Isaiah iK. 6. Ticuaii. 13. 

The only Gud,— Rom. s.U.,9, 10, 1 1, 12, Dent. iv. 

35. 39. Ifiaiah xlv. 5. 15. 18. 21—25. 
The only wise God,— Epb. iii, 25, 2C, 27. Jiida 
24, 25. Rom. xtS. 27. 1 Tim i. 17. 

Kod blessed far erer, — Rom. i. 25. 2 Cor. xi. 31. 
Rom, ix, 5. 
BLing of Kings, and Lftrd of Lords, — 1 Tiro, vi. 14, 
rl5, !6, Rev. xvii, 14., six. 13, 16, Deut. x. 17> 
le Lord of Hosts,- 2 Sam. vi. 2., vii. 26. Psalm 
xxiv. 10. haiab i. 24., vi. 3., liii. 13, 14. » 
xliT, 6, Hosea xii. 4, 5. Isaiah viii. 13, 14., 
xxviu, 16, Psalm cxviii, 22, Matt, ^xi, 43, 
44. Lulce XX. 17, 18. 1 Peter ii. 6, 7, 8. 
Hosca xii. 4, 5, I«ai4h liv, 5. Rom. ix, 33., 
X. 11. 
The First and the Last, — Issiah xli. 4., xliv. 6,, 
xlviii. 11.12. Rev. i.8. II. 17, I8.,ii. 8^ 
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Alt the attributes of God ascribed to Christ. 

Omniscience, — 1 Kings viii. 39. Isai&li >(li. 21, 22, 

23. Jer. xyil 9, 10. Matt, xtl.25. John ii. 24. 

25„ xxl ]7. Rev. ii, 23. 
Omoipresence, — Pfidm sxiii. 4., cxxxix. 7 — 10. 

laaiah xli. 10., xliii. 5, Jer. xxiii. 24. Mfttt. xviii. 

20.,xxTiii.20. Epli.i.23. 
Omnipotence.^Gen. xvii. 1., xxxv. 11., xMii. 3. 

Pliil.iii. 21. Rev. i.8. 
Eterait;, — Psalm xlv. 6,, xc. 2. Isaiah xliv. 6. 

Heb. i. 8„ viU 3, Rev. i 18.,ii. 8. 
Immutability,'^ Mai. iii. fi. Heb. i. 12., xiii. S,,i. &. 

Divi)te Kjorks ascribed to Cktist. 

Creation of the world, — Gen. i. 1, FbiIoi cii. 25, 

26, 27. Isaiah xliv. 24. John i. 1. 2, 3. 10. 

Co!, i. 16, 17, H«b, !, 3. 10., iii. 4, 
Final Judgment of the world, — Paalm 1. 6. Malt, 

Exv. 31— 46. Johnv. 21,22. 25. 27. Rom. iii. 

a.xir.lO, 2Tiin.iv. 1. 2 Cot. t. 10. 

The Prerogatives of God ascriied to Christ. 

To fojgive Bin, — leaiali xlili. 25, Matt. ii. 5. 10. 
Acteflii. 59, 60. Col. iii.. 13. 
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I To Baptke with the Holy GlioEt,— Joel ii. 2&, 29. 
I Neh.i^.^O. Zech.xii. 10. Matt. iii. 11. Actai. 
I 5., ii. 33. John vli. a9., xvi. 7. Eph. iv. S. 
[; 



The Kingdom and Honours of God ascribed to 

Christ. 



in everlasting Kingdom — Paalm xxix. 10,, xiv. 6,7. 
Heb. i. S. 

An unireisal Kingdom,— Psalm ciii. 19. Joha xvii. 

■ 10. Acts z. 36. Rfiin. X. IS. 

13i?iae Worship, — Deut. vi. !3, 14, 15., x. 20. 

»EKod, nKJsiv, 14, Paaliu xlv. U. Matt. iv. 10. 
John V. 23., xiv. 1 ,, xk. 28. Acta vii. 59. 'Rora x. 
13,, xiv. 11., X7. 12. Rev. v. 13. 
la sot God iBpreseated in Itis word, as highly jea- 
lous of his honour, and has he not solemnly declared, 
i&t lie nill not givehig glory to another? ThcBj if 
Christ is not equal to the Lord of Hosts, whence is it, 
that the groat God does a!Iow, and Eanctlon, his dia- 
tinguieliing names, titles, attributes and works, to be 
ascribed to Jestia ? Can we imagine God to be nn- 
miadful oi liia owa honour, or aa uokind to his crea- 
turea, as to permit those names bo descriptive of 
Deity, ta be applied to any mere creiture, however 
lUperior, or exalted? Has he not pronounced an 
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awfiil curse oa those who worship any but the true 
Gad ? Can we suppose the hiefsed God so inatten- 
the ta the happiness of his creatures, as to suffer in 
hia revealed word, language so Btrikinglj calculated 
to lead men iato a belief of the Deity of Jeaus, if in 
fact he was not God ? No, the God of Truth does not 
tride thus with the children of men. He has Ect all 
the great and fundamental iJoctriQeaof the gospel in 
the fore-ground ; all tnilhs that are e«9eatial to be 
known ia order to salvatioa, are writtea as with a sun- 
beam ; the Deity of Jeeus, foremost of the whole, ig so 
plaia, " that ho who nias may read," and the " way- 
faring maa, though a fool, cajinot en* therein." It 
does Dot require superior iatellectual powers or attaiu- 
ments, t« leain that Jesue is the Christ of God; hut it 
does recjulre art and sVill in critici6m> to give any other 
sense to the word of God, There are persona, who deny 
the Godhead of Jesua, and yet acknowledge him a 
being of e.talted virtue, and a model of perfection, 
worthy of imitation. But do they sot, in robbing him 
of Deity, destroy atl his claim la our attention ?' in 
fact do they not u&k$ Vita an impoB tor and deceiver ? 
Do they not, with the Jewe, raiee the cry of blasphemy 
against bim ? and bring him under the cune and 
punisliment pronounced by the eternal and imchange- 
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able Jehovab, againetevery btai3ph«iDer ? Do we not 
Jiear Jesua saying — ^I and my Father are ooe, the Fa- 

ler dwelleth in me, and I in him, he that haih seen 

le, hath seen the Father also? Aod did he not de- 
nand all men, to honour the Soo, even as they honour 
F&thct' ! Did he not declare himself eqiia] to the 

'ather, and did Dot the Jews so uaderstand him, 
when they took up stones ta ^ttme him, because he 
^^ing man, made himself equal with God 7 Yeg, 

'^uB proclaimed his Godhead ; he allowed and en- 
ooutaged religious worship to be paid him ; in truth, 
he claimed all the belief and hanours due to Deity. 
Surely then, if he is not God, he had forfeited all 
claim to oui regard and veneration, and appears aa a 
falfi« prophet aad teacher ; hut the mind ihuddera at 
imputing deaeption there. Eleased Jesus! may I, with 
Tlioma.s, acknowledge thee, from a full cunviction of 
ihy Divinity, to be my Lord aod my God. Thou hast 
deelared thyself to be Che San of G«d with power,, by 
thy resurrection from the dead. Hail '. thou Wonder- 
ful Caunaellor, thou Mighty God, tbou EverlaEting 
Fathei ; thou who didst from eternity engage to be the 
Father and head of thy Church ; tliou who art the 
Hecond Adam, the Lord from heaven ; thou who 

atchest over thy Church with more than fatherly 
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eare ; who s.upplieat all their wants, healest a.11 their dts< 
eases, and who, in love, dost " chasten every goq whom 
thou receivest," and wilt at thfl last great day, pre- 
sent thyself with them to the Father, saying, "Behold 
I and the chitdroD whom thou hast given me." Yes, 
tiiou art the everlastirg Father, the Prince of PeSMj 
and whu so calculated to make peace betw^een God 
and man, as he in whos« person they are both united? 
He haE peace to moke between heaven and earth. 
He can know and satisfy the honour of God, for he is 
God ; he can feel the wanla and sorrows of nfiaoj for he 
ia " bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesli." When he 
entered our world, waa there not a proclamation of 
peace on earth, and goad will to man ? Yea, for the 
Prince of Peace waa come, to raake peftc* and reeon- 
ciliatlon, by tho blood of his cross. He is a snccesa- 
ful Peace-maker J he is, in fact, the only Mediator 
between God and man ; nor is he yet weary of his 
office, but ever liveth to make intercession for us,> 
Haill thou Prince of Peace. Did not this gloriouB 
Mediator love to majiifest himself ■□ that character to 
the Church, fujm the earliest ages of the world ? DiJ 
he uot honour many of the ])aLriarchs and prophets 
with a display of his person? Waa it not the M*S- i 
siah, who appeared to the Old TeEtanaent salnta? 




I he aot ever been the only visible image of the in- 

BiMe God ? Are we not told that no man hath seen 

be F^th^r, s^ve the only begotten of th$ Father, who 

caia« down from heaven ? Do we not find an opinioD 

I^nerally preralent amongst the a-ncUiit Jews, that no 
hiaii could see the face of God, and live ? MueeB, and 
ne assembled multitude at mount Sinai, were af this 
ppinion. Isaiah exclaimed» "Woisme,! am undone, 
for r have seen ihe King, the Lord of hosts." Manoah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Amos, and. the iitiieE ancient wor- 

(hies to whom God appeared, were filled with Lhe 

^^■Aoie awful apprehcnsione. Is it not more than pro- 

^^B&ble, that God, in the person of the Father, has ever 

^^jeen in^Tlsilile to the inha.bitantB of earth? Would 

^—sat the true majesty, and splendour of Godhead be 

^llDDre than man in his. preeenC etate could bear ? Might 

not the sight of unclouded Deity deatroj a body of 

flesh ? Are not all those paBsages where the ^eat 

3od is eaid to appear and converse with his crea- 

es-, more applicable to the God-man, Christ Jesus, 

ban to the firat peraoaof the eacred Trinity ^ [sit not 

are be<;oming him, who, in after a^es, wastotake on 

hita a body of flesh and blood, to appear as man, than 

^3hat God the Father, should do bo? Were not the 

^Hflbree men who appeared to Abraham in the plains of 

K^ 




-ij 



44 



Mamre, as he sB.t xt his tent door, in the heat of the 
day, this Messiah God-man, attended by two arngelf; 
and were Dot the two angels sent forward to destroy 
Sodom, while the Lord tarried behind to hear the in- 
tercesaion of Abraham, for that devoted dty^ 'Wu 
not the same glorious [i«reaaag^ the man with wh-atn 
Jacob wreatled, when he ifi said to have had power with 
God and to have prevailed ? Woa he nst i/iat Angel 
of God's pre9«nc«, who led the children of larael Into 
Canaan, of whom God said, " bewaieof him, andobej 
his voice, provoke hini nnt, for he will not [>ardoD 
}'our tran^ gresGions. ; for my name is il him V Did he 
not aiao appear to Joahua, as Captain of th« Lord'd 
hosts ? Did he aot in vieion appear in, the same form fl 
to Ejekiel and Daniel, as he afterwards did to John, 
in the Isle of Patmoe? And are not all the othflr 
passages, of a elmilar Mud, equally appUcahle to the 
Christ of God? Can we not ester inti>the prophet's 
meaning, and set our seal to the glorious truth, that 
"iifito ai a Child id born, unto ua a Son ie given, and 
the government shall be upon his ahoulder, and bis 
name shall be called Wonderfdl, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace 1' 
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CHAPTER XII. 



And ia tbe dn ji of tbes« king* sliall tbe God of hctTen kl 
& kingdom, nhach mhall ncTcr ^ destroyed : bikJ th? LiBV- 
dom Bball not be leri tu ollter peopb. but it cball break m 
pi ocM BQd coueune aU ibe«e kiDgdoma, aad it ahillnaiid for 
^^Bei. — Dasial ii. 44. 

^^K Tbk book of Daniel contains wnae ver; strikiog 
prophecies. The chapterfrom whichthisls selected, ia 
Dot amongst the least latereetiiig. The interpreiatioa 
gireo by hirnto Ihe king of Babylon's dream, decDauds 
Qurpaiticular atteDtion. He speBk§ of iour kiDgdanifi. 
represented by the image.* The Grel, or head of 
gold, is the Chaldean moaarchy; which givea way to 
that figured by the arms of Bilver, the kingdome of 
Media and Persia. This ie succeeded by the 
Grecian, represeiited bj the brass. Then follows the 
^Hpirth or iroD, which is the Roman power, " in th« days 
of whose fcings, shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which Rhalt never be destroyed," &e. &c. 
^,We will search for proofs of ita accomplish meat, 
jlaniel was an Israelitigh captive at BabyloD, and 
Irlien he wrote the first part of his prophetical book. 



• D»tL ii- SI— 45., Tii. 1— ST. 



I ■ 



the kingdom of Chaldea vaa. first in the scale 
aaLious. lo eartlily pomp and grandeur itaurpagsed 
all otlier Btates. The land of Judea was then in ita 
possession, and her people, its captives. Its capitd, 
the mighty Babylon, was, from the solidity of its malls, 
tlie strength of ita fortificatiaas, and its gates gf brass, 
considered impregoable ; but, agreeably to scripture 
prophecy,* ihe raty wag taken Ly Cyrus: he entered it 
by the channel of the river Euphrates, whose waters 
he had directed into anofher course ; and during a 
night of riotous festivity, in wliich the Babylonians 
had fargotten to shut their brasea gates, the city was 
tukeu by CyruA, whom the Lord, Eit leaet one hundred 
and aeventy^ years before, named as hi& Bervantto de- 
EiToy the kingdom of Chaldea for their cruel treatment 
of his captive Israel. Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon 
(who iasTied a, proelaniatiou for the Jewg to wturii to 
their beloved Jemsaleni after seventy years captiTity) 
was heir to the throne of Persia; and succeeded to that 
of Media, by virtue of hia marriage with the daughter 
of Cyaxarea (otherwise Dnrliis) his uncle. The king- 
doms of Media and Persia thus united tmder Cjrus 
(after the overtl row of Babylun) obtaine (1 the suprem acy 



■ lEaiah xlT. 1 — i. 
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the wDitd, and preserved that pre-eminence two 
undred and six years, whenitwaasubdu«d by Ali^x- 
der, staled the great, whose diasatisfactioo amidst 
.eshoutsof victory, and the dazzling accompaTiimeiits 
power, atrikingly show the fallacy of seeking true 
.ppinefisfrom aublunary objects.. Alesander founded 
be Grecian empire, which cgntioued one hundred and 
iventy seven yeara, when it wa^ compelled to sabmit 
to Rome's coaqueriag lemons, to wliom all nations 
bowed, and, by tribute, acknowledged as tlieir superior. 
In the days of these kings, did the God of heaven eet 
ip a kiogdom, which shall never be destroyed : yes, in 
thereign of Augustus, did the mighty King J eeus first 
opeolydeclare &ad set up hisgreat Bpirttual kingduin. 
Its beginning, to human appearance, was email and un- 
promising. Yet, this stane 'which was cut out without 
hands, (i. e.) without human power or worldly policy, 
shaJl becoioe a great mouatain, and fiU the whole earth. 
It is true, the Jewish nation expected tlie Messiah to 
come, surrounded byullthesplendoursof eastern mag- 
oificence; that lie would deliver them irom the Roman 
IjKpower, and, after a reign more glorioua than SoI»mon'a, 
estEiblish a kingdom which should remain unshaken till 
time Bhallbe no more. But, shall the unchangeable 
jfejior^haltei bia purposes or mould his pUnSj to mee,t 
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the idle fanciea or Bbart-si^htfiil schemee of the child ren 
of mea? No, the Messiah has appeared. Dot in (he 
atjle they had aaticipated, but in the maaner most 
agreeable to the mind of infioite Wisdom. Yet, 
because he did not assume the gaudy trappingG of 
eartiily state, the Jews reject him, and vainly look for 
another, although he appeared at the time predicted. 
The Roman power is now laid low, aod according to 
ill their pfopheciea, the period is pasaed when he, of 
whom MoBeaaod the prophets did write, should appear. 
Jesus far exceeds in real excellence, even their own 
higbl;y coloured portrait, for the blessings of his reign 
extend to ages yet UDborn. Thej expected a tem- 
paraJ kiag, but no; the land of Canaftn, although the 
gloTj of all lands, was far too insigaiGcant fur htm tu 
accept us the gphere of htK govei-Dtnent. He shall 
away his kingly sceptje, not only over Jndea's fruitful 
land ; but his dominionfi extend from sea to sea, and 
from the river even to the ende of the earth. Tbo 
mightiest monarchies arc often swept away^ as bytbe 
bueoni of deetructiun, and all arc compelkd to submit 
to the iron hand of time ; yet his, is an everlasting 
kingdom, which cannot be moved by the revolutioa* 
of nations, but shall continue £rm aad unshaken even 
amidst th« Cl&th of worlds, It was expected th« 
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Messiali would deGrer &Km ^nno tke Rqbsb | 
but ma^k, it was said, his name siaii be c^kd Jobb. 
for be ^&U Safe bit ftopU (not from tlieir tenpofal 
oppressor bui){rc>iii Uieir sins.* Surdj ii bwM be 

confessed, that earth's greatest eoaqTiernr, is fir beLow 
him who delivers jrom the bondage of sin and salui, 
vhich U the worst of slareij. Tes, Jesus sare* his 
people, Uie tnie Israel of God, from tbt <;^o^De»Ms 
and power of sia ; froca the fonnei, by beariog the 
panishiDenC himself, aud fram the laeief, by hit Spini 
implajited in their hearts. The kingdom ahall not be 
left to otbei people, but he will cansiantl; direct aud 
order alt its affaiie, and he sb all reiga aD<J ntle for erer. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



When Israel was a cJiild, *» 1 lo'ed him, and called my 
wn out of Egypt. — Ho»eB li. 1. 

We cannot enCertaia a doubt that tliia rerse allodea 

to the call of the children of Israel from Egypt, yet 

we are not to suppose it refers ex^iluai^ely to that 

efent, but we are to behold it pointing to larael's Lord. 

Christ is said tft be the husband of hia Church, and 

they are both called by the name of Israel ;t and this 



• Matt, i 91. 
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veree is onij' one amongst the many inatances 
occur in the Old Testameiit. The patriarch Jacob, or i 
(as he waa surn anted by Ood) Israel, went with bisde-fl 
Bcendaats into Egypt, for shdUr and siisteoance in tbe 
days of famine, but they were afterwards cruelly en- 
treated foUfhuDdi'cd yeafa; froin wlitch state of .appreE- 
sion and bondage, the Loid called and delivered them. 
In after ages Jesua, God's beloved aon, our Israel, wai. 
laien into Egypt, to avoid tlie peraecuiion of Herod ; 
and ■when that tyrant was dead, God called the holy 
child Jesus from that land of heathens, by the minia- 
tration of an an^el. !□ Egj'pt, larael was first formed 
iato a churoh ; aud thither did the great head of 
Church also go ; and the Holy Uhost, by tbfl evanj 
IJBt Matthew, has stated, that it was on purpose to 
fulfil this pnediclioL. That Jesus was as much the 
beloved of the Father, when taberuacling here below, 
as when he lay in the Father's boBom. caonot 
dcul)t«d ;* indeed, all the honours of hta mediatori: 
Iiirigdoni, are the fruitB nf his humiliauon and suf" 
fering. We hear him sayin-^, "for this cause doth 
Diy Father We me, because 1 lay dowa my life, that I 
might take it agiain." 



I 
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* Mntiii,, ir, Kvii. 5. M»lii.l].,iK.7. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Her HsaaiiteswoK pttrer than mow. ihey iref* whiief thui 
vilk, tli^y were more taiij in bodjlhaa tubiei, iLiai poliili- 
iag WIS of ssppliire : Tb^ir ■luge ia hlscktr thsn a coil; 
they ate not knonn in itlie sireels: ibeir tkin cleaTcth lo their 
baae#i it ia WlLfi-edr it i> become like * BUck. — LuBcn- 

f^Kbi i*. 7, 8. 

In tbe Old TestameDt ww &vA a descriptian of the 
order of the NozariteB and theii laws; we discoT&r a 
N&sajite to be one aet apart or separated for the Lord , 
either for a ^iven tinip, as in ihc case of a vow, or for 
life, aa iSampHOD, who was a Nazaiite from hia birth * 
The Older was one of Israel's glories ; for the Lord 
en enanaerating some of the maay honours confer- 
red by him oa tti« oatioD, adds ; " and I raieed up of 
your young mcD to be Naiarites." Thfey were all so 
\y types, poiDting to the one c;reat Nazarite, even 
'U8^ whom it will not be difficult loTecognise, uodor 
is description. Jesus in the true Nazarite unto God, 
the eternal couucil of peace; he was set apart to 
ftccotnplish the Lord's ^eat -work of redemption .+ 
^_0f him it can traly be said, he Is purer than snow, 

^H '* Ifiimb^n vi. 4,^.13. IB— 81. Jadgei xiii. J 7., zv!. 17> 
^K + Bebrew»ix. 14. ^Tim.'x.O. ^ 
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aod wliiierthaa milk: he, ^ad he alooe, is fr«« fnxn 
thel&ast &pot orstain of ab: being " holy, harmlese, 
undefiled, and separate from stmier». The Cfaurcli 
desaribee her Lard, " as white and ruddy; " as the 
" aJtogetlief lovdy and the chiefest atnoo^ teo thou- 
saad." Yet when tabernacling here below " hii 
viBELg« wa^ BO marred more than any maa's," and hia 
" form more than the bods of men : " when Beeo In ' 
our streets he had " no furm, comehneBS, nor beaut;, 
that thoEB who eaw him should desire him." Tbia 
lamentation of the prophet was called farth.bythe 
gtate of mii^ery aod wretchedneea, to which the 
Chaldeans had reduced the nation ; yet it bad a pecu- 
liat fdTereace to him, who in afte^r ages was kuowu by 
the name of Jesue of Nazareth. Na doubt hie having 
resided in a town of that name, was one cause of his 
having so univcraallj obtained the appellation. We 
find it used by the baud of armed men when they 
came to apprehend him, and by the maid-servaikl iu^ 
thehall; Filateaflixedit tothecrosa; thedevibusedit. 
It wa* also used by blind Bartimeus ; by the apoatlee, 
both before, and after their Lord's resurrection; by 
the angels at the tomb, and by Jesus himself. And by 
the power of the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
was ODBlame from hi§ birth made ta leap, arise, and 
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'walk.* We are told the word is dprived from Natza.r, 
which eignifiee a branch; and is not Jiesua described 
aa the maa whose name is " the BrsiQcbl " yea, he i* 
tlie branch out of Jease's root, whom the Lord bu 
mad? strong for himgelf. 



^■^ The E.Dirit oi 



CHAPTER XV. 



The E.pirit oi' the Lord God is upoa me ; because the Lord 
liBtli aacinted xue ta preacli good tidings unto tlie meat : lie 
hitb aecC ma tobindup tlie-braken-Iiearted, to pra-olaim liVeciy 
I'O ihe capuvea,BDd tbe op-eniag of the ptison to ibeia that are 
bound i lo proclaiui tli6 acceptable ytar of tha Lord, and llie 
day of vengesDce o-f our Gad ; to comfoit sll that mourn. 
— icBiah 111. 1, (, 3. 

Tnisia one of the many desc^riptiDDd we meet with 
of the Messiah, who is re-presented as being especially 
anointed to his office. t We cannot be at a loss tor 
asatiafactory proof of the fulfilment of thia prophecy, 



* TIi« £nt -wht appeoia to have called our Lord, JsniB of 
Nkaaretb, wsj tbe Devil in the pergoD of the poormaDiae, and 
ii it not piotabLe ihat Satan iD:Su«»ced tbe minda of men (q 
give him Qiat dietinctioii with a view to deceive iLem as lo 
ibc place of Itia birtli -, which was not ac Nuaiedj, bvi at 
Bethleliem 1 
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in tlie person of Jesus of Na^aretli. He did not 
come forth unsentor unanointed. Wheo lie publicly 
entei^ on the great work of his miEsii>a, he was 
snoioted to Lbe office by the visiblG outpouring of the 
Spirit, Wearc told, that immediately after his baptism 
ia lliB waters of Jordan, the heaveaa were opened, 
and the Spirit of God, as a dove, descended aad light- 
ed iipoo him; and a roice vom heard from heaven, 
eayiof, " thia ia my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." Thus y.-e hear the Father beariog testimoDy 
to the person of the Sod, and we see the Hol^ Spiiit 
desceoidti]^ and resting oa Jesus. Thus, did the three 
*perM)D8 of the glorious Trinity, at one time, didtinclly 
manifest themeelf es, AtiA that at the entrance of Jeeiu 
ou his great work, ]t may be proper to obser?e that, 
Bs God, he needed not the anointing of the Spirit, for 
iahim dwelt a.li the fullnissa of th^ Godhi;ad bodily. 
It was the huaian nature of the God-man, Chrii 
Jesug, thatAvas atiotnted to the ^rea.t offi&e «f media- 
tor, which work he had before, by covenant, engaged 
to i^etfortD. To him, the Spirit was not given in a 
limited measure; he is the " Wonderful Counsellor ;" 
in "him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge." It would be a recap! tidatiuu of a great! 
part of the New Testament, to shew the exact method 
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in which this prophecj was fuS£Ued. When the dis- 
ciplis of John came to JesuB, t& ioquire if he really 
was the Mesiiiahr hs, as one confirraation of tli« fact, 
Cotd them that to the poor he preached the gospel. Yes, 
wefiDil Jesus, u'heaoD earth, epenfJing a. great part of 
the three years and a half of his public ministry In 
jouTDByiDg to the towns and villages, publishing the 
"glad tidings uf great Joy," of which angels were once 
the honoured meaBengere, namely, " Glory toGod in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good ictll towards meu,'' 
The ccHnmon people, we are told, heard him gSadly. 
Jesus caU) tvith much propriety and justice, proclaim 
' liberty to the captive, and tlie opening of the prison 
to them that are hound ; " he can say, with authority, 
*' deliver him from going down to the pit, I have found 
a ransom." JeGus is also King to Zion, whose mourn- 
ers he wilt never fail to comfort ; they can celebrat>e 
their Lord's mercies la the language of the Church of 
old, " Sing, heavens, and be Joyful, earth; and 
ttfeak forth into singing, O mountains; for the Lord 
hath comforted hia people, and will have mercy upon 
his a0Ucted." We cannot find an instance on record 
of any persons who in their trouble fled to Jesus when 
on earth, but wlmte\'er wa£ the nature of their distress, 
he always removod it. We aleo hear hiiD piocl&im- 
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Higthe "acceptable year of the Lord,", saying. Come 
now; e^pH tf>-day, if ye will hear my Toice; " now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvalioD." 
While he proclaims "the year of his redeemed," he 
does Dot neglect to publish " the day of rengeance of 
ocir God." Though he ddight ia words of mercy and 
of Gomfortr he does not ehua to declare the whale 
couDBelof God, As a faithful monitor, we repeat- 
edly he&r him urging siaiiers to fl^e fiom Ih-e wrath (o 
come, and eolemuly wamiii; them iif the fearful 
puDiahnicat aw&ttiag thoe«, who reject the cuuosel of 
God against their own souUA Nor did he fail U> 
speak in the strongest language of the niis«^riea which 
will be the portion of those, in another world, who, ia 
ihis, reject and disobey him. When Jestu rezd aloud 
this prophecy in the Jewish ^jnajco^e, and declared 
it was that day ful^lled ; we are told " all the people 
bear him witness, and wonderod at the gracious words 
that proceeded out of his mouth." Every one who 
reads the bi&tory of Jesus with a candid mind, must 
be constrained to acknowledge that through every part 
iit' hisactit^ and eventful life, bisconduotmaDifested, 
that the " Spirit of the Lord rested upon him;" that 
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hia was "the spirit of wLsdum and understaading, 
the spirit of counsel and of might, the spirit of know- 
ledge and of til's fesr of the Lord." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Far he ahall give hia angela chirge over thee, to keep ihem 
in kll tLj wpy9, Tbv^y ahull beer tliee upiq th^ir linads, leat 
Uiou dub thy foot ngiiiiBC a BCaae. — rsalm aci. 1 1, 1'S. 

i 

TiiK psalm from wHch this is taken, describes, in 

gloHiag language, tlie blessed state of those who have 
Gi>d for their refuge; but we are not to limit the entirti 
applicatioDof these verses to the sous of men. We find 
they Ka^e a reference to thd God-Man, Christ Jesiig, 
At hie first eotrance on the great work of hia mission, 
he waa for forty days aad nights tempted by Salan, 
durini: nhich tine the devil made use of every 
artifice to tempt and destroy him, Amoogst other 
ichemes. he set Jesus on a pionad^ of the temple, 
ftnd de§ired him to prove his Godhead, by casting 
htniself down ffoid the height; for he aaid, it was 
written that the angets of GihI had charge con- 
cerning hifflj and in their hands they were tu bear him 
up, lest at aiiy time he da^h hia foot against a stone. 
Jesus gave other proof of his Deity than Sataa deeired; 
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he told him he should not tempt the Loi 
and he also ad^ed "Get thee hcDce SiitaD, for it » 
writcea, thou fihalt wor^liip the Lord th^ Gnd, andbim 
only shalt tbou serve." It is an undeniable fact that 
when Jesus was on earth, the denis knew hia person 
and publicly acknowledged hia Godhead. Yes, angeU ^ 
and devils own his power ; .^nd shall the bods of eartb f 
whom he formed from the dust, be th« la&t to confess 
a truth which is ackaowledged by all in heaven and a 
hell' — by the Toisest and best created intelligencea, and 
by Che fallen ang-els, who were expelled the heavenly 
mansioDfi, and consigned to the lake of fire and brim- 
stone, for rebelling against the authority of Ibe g;reat S 
Mediator between God and man," wha was, in after 
ages, known by the naniQ of Jesus of Nazareth. 
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Ani I will sHake all aationa, &ad the desire of all oatioaA 
■hall come ; and I will fill Ibis bouse witli glorv, saitL Ihe Lord 
oflioitBi Tiie glui^ of this lutter bouae sbnll be greater than 
□f the former, ioitl-i the Lord of haeis; and in tliia place irill 
I live peace, BDiLli the Lord of Hoam.— Hnggai ii. 7, 9. 

Haggai prophesied at thai pariod of the Chgrch't 




hiBtory, wttn, Sifter the return irom tlie Babylooish 
captivitj-, the Jews built the second tempie : on 
which occasion, we are told the ycimg men ehouted 
for joy; but the old men wept, "for they had seen the 
glory of the former house, in camparlsaii with which, 
the second was nitthiog. But the Lord coaiiniaiBlanBd 

i Ha^gai to infomi them, for their comfort, that the 
glory of the latter house should be grea,ter than of the 
fonner. It appears by the descriptions j^Jven us of 
the temple builc by Sclonion, thai it surpassed ia 
^raiideur acid magnificence all other huLIdings, which 

[ in any age ha.ve appeared ta astonish and delight the 
world. It h.a£ nerer heen equalled, either as it re- 
■pects the grandeur of the design, or the richoess of 
its iuteraai decarations; ei great ptu-t was overlaid 
with pure gold. But these were not the most glorious 
diBtiitctiODSof the former house. Itcontain^d the Ark, 
with the mercy seat and chemhini;! the Urim and 
Thummim,]: the spirit af prophecy, ^ the holy firG,|| and 
the Shechijiah, or Divine Presence.^ The Jews 
themselves must coofess that the second temple was 
destitute of these £re eign$, which go eminectly dia- 
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tiaguished the first house. We bearnothiag vf X^i 
after the Babylonigh captivity. Well might the old 
iii«ii weep, for Icihaliod. ^the glory is departed) might 
with much propriety, have heen written on the walls 
of their newly erected temple. It was afterwards 
coiiBid«rably injured duiiagthu wars, but was repaired 
and beautified by Herod ; yet none, when speaking of 
th« splendour of the temple, gnn allow it to bear vy 
coniparigoD with the one built by Solomon : yet the 
Lord hath said, " tha glory of the latter house should 
he greater thuD of the farmer;" and God is not iiH' 
mindful of his proniiseB, nor has he ever neglected in 
fulfil them. We will therefore endeavour La discover 
it' this has aat been accomplished. We observe, that 
th« Lord would fir^t " ehake all nations; aad the 
dpsire of all nations should come ; " and then " would 
he fill the house with glory." This pronme wm 
made shortly after the return of the Jews from Baby- 
lon ; whi«h kingdom had beraehaken to its centre, u 
were alao ia euccesaion the kingdoms of Persiia and 
Greece. The tlironefl and power of thefr kings had 
been subverted, the nBtiH>ns ahuuet aDnihiJated ; and 
Rome was the mistress uf the world, when Jejias, the 
" desire of all nations,'' appeared. Perhaps it may be 
Baid, that lew natluas had eveu heard of the promised 
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lesatah, and still fewer desired his coming. But do 
\}t the giiiity aigh for pa.rdoD, the captis'ea for liberty, 
heoppre^ed for a deliverer? does not the d«btar need 
a.euTety; the weary and heavy laden Test; the dis- 
eaised a physiciaD; the young a guide; the aged a 
SU})port; the diatreesed a comforter ; the hungry food ', 
ihe thirsty water; the ignorant an inatnteturj and the 
wanderer shelter? That these things are desired by all 
people and nations, none can deny ; hut it Ib in Christ 
alone we can find a supply for all our spiritual wants, 
todaremedy fpr these, auda long Ust ofunmentioaed 
11b. In Jesue there is a fulnegs to supply all oiirneed> 
He haa pardan for the guilty, " liberty for the cap- 
tive;" he is the " aiirety " of the debtor, aad the- 
" physician " of the sin-siek sod; he will be a guide 
to youth, and " even to Hoar hairs he will he vrich 
them ;" he is the " nater of life/' and the " bruad 
that Cometh d«wn from heaven;" his "flesh is meat 
iud'eed,'" and his " blood drink indeed :" he will teach 
the ignurant wisdom, and "deliver the oppressed;" 
he calls to him the " weary and heavy laden." 
promifiiDg to "give them rejt;" he bids the mourner 

^be of good comfort, for he will give " the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of 
BftviaG» '," &nd truly he is the refuge of ths destitute. 
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In short, itis oiilj in Mm, and from him, we ca.ii find 
supplies ioT all our spiritual wants; with him is *' life,"" 
<■ light," ■' liberty," and "joy." Surely if all nationi 
did but knoiv him, all D&tions tVQuld lave him too; for 
he is justly described by the Church as " the altogeihei 
lovely, and the chiefest among&t ten thousajid." The 
ittlGEment of the letter clause of the prophecy, was 
literally a^compEiEhed when Je^bus (the s>ec>aiid peTSon 
in Ihe revealed order of the Trinity), ia our uature, 
entered the temple. Surely that must be acknow* 
ledgcd 4 far more glorious distinction, tb^ui tb& t^U 
tbouBands of gold and silver which ornamented the 
former house. Yea, it was a greater honotir to havo 
the Lord of Hoste, the God of larael, personally 
teaching in the temple, than the live signs which coo- 
atituted the greatest glory of the former house. Th«j 
were only intended to exhibit to our view a God in 
Chrifit. The temple and its <^ntents were but figures 
of the things signified, even the Messiah. Thesecond 
temple was honoiired not with types, hut the person; 
not with the sha-daws of the good things to cam>e, but 
the substance, even Jesus, the Son of the moat High. 
At twelve years of age, Jesus was found in the temple^ 
in the midst of the Doctors, of the Law, both hearing 
Kod asldn;^ them questions. Often, in the daya of his 
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^Aeeh, did he visit the tennple, and fmni withiD its 
r&lla, did he instruct the people, and declare bia 
licine miraioD. To those whn deny that Jesus was 
Fflje Messiah, thia promise must for ever Kmain unful- 
filled; for the second temple never did, either in irs 
buildings, or decorationa, surpasfi, or even equal the 
^n^or? of the former. It li now seventeen hundred years 
^VflLoi^e the aecptid temple w*s destrgyedi and ^11 jts stonee 
laid level with the dust. Thus are they reduced to the 
alternative of representing God aa failing to fulHi hi« 
pramiBee; a Beatiment, it mig'htheeuppOBed, any man 
^kwould Bhndder to advance, and mtich less maintaiii. 
To those who receive "the trutt) as it ia in Jesa»," 
there appears, a beautiful harmony between the 
promise, and the accomplistoierit^ they caq etLclaim, 
truly did " the glory of the latter house exceed that of 
•the former," for it was honoured with the pereoaal 
Hfareaence of Jesiia, the " Christ of God," " the Lord of 
■^ifo and glory," " the piince of peace." Of whom, it 
may be jually observed, that he is the only source from 
which true and lasting peace can be expected without 
the fearof a disappointment; and thU " peace ia made 
through the blond of his crosa." 




CHAPTER XVHl. 
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And the Lord, wbom ;« seek, Bhsll suddesl^ come lo Ilia 
ten^U, evao the leeeaeTiger of the eovtneiif, wticm ye deli|!;lit 
m;be|]olil,he ihullcome smih the Lcr-d orHoaU. — Mul. iii. !• 

The earning of the Messiah waa anticipated with 
mucli impatieni^ and pleasure by the Jewish aation, 
and pa-rlicularly abaiit the time Augiistiia Csesar was 
Emperorof Rome, ia whose reign, itwillb« remembered, 
Jesus waa bora. The period according to Daniel's 
Prophecy l^eiag arrived, the attention of all daSMS 
of the people was so excited by his expected adreot, 
that when John came, " all men mueed in their heartB, 
if he were the Cbdat or not." But he disclaioied all 
prcteasiona to being the Messiah, and pointed to 
Jeaus aa the illusttiaus person, whose cotuing had been 
so long foretold. We find many instances recorded, 
which piTove the Jews to have been on tlie look out for 
their lung promised deliverer. Aged " Simeon waited 
for the consolation of Urael :" it had been T^veaEed Id 
bicD, by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
before he had "eeen the Lord's Chriat:" when the 
child JeBui wad brought into the Eemple, the aged 
prophet took him up in hia arms, and e^cclaimed, with 
holy joy, •■■ Lord, now l«t thy jcrvant depart in peaccj 
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for mine eyea hire wea thy ealvation &c., Ac." 
Aaua the prophetess, also, " spake uf him to all that 
looked for redemption in laracl." Frequently diirinf 
the life of Jesus du we hear the people «:(elaiai, — aaiely. 
this is " the prophet that was for to coiii«." We find 
the Priests aad Levit«6, persons, it must be supposed, 
beat acquainted with the writings of the Old Testa- 
ment, requesting Jesus tu tell then plainly, if "he 
were tie Christ or not" The Lord wliom they 
" aought, suddenly came to his temple;" yet when "h« 
came lo his own " nation, " they received him not," 
for their miada were darkened by their false notioiiB of 
' & temporal Iting. Tliis prophecy loudly proclaime the 
Godhead of Jesna, far to ascribe a temple to any but 
God iaido-ktry; a«ia most strictlyfarbidden through- 
out every parCof the word of God. Jesus is also the 
Messenger of the covenant. He publicly proclaimed 
the nature of the covenant mti&ed in the Court of 

Eeaven, between the persons of the glorious Trinity, 
en the corenaot of ledemptioa, which is " well 
deied in all things and sure," and was concluded 
e the hilla were mude, or t\6 mountains brought 
forth ; when this " earth was without form, and void, 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep."* 
•ProT.Tiii. 22— 3L. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



NdTartheleu, ths dittmeBs sball not be Buch as was in hei 
TexatLon, when at first lie ligbtlj afflicled (he laad atiehtAun, 
ukd the laud of XaplitBlt, &tid aflerwird did moTf grieroiul} 
■fflict btii by tbe nay of llie sea, 1i«yoDd Joidan, in Galilee of 
the autions, Tl"e people ihtt waiked in darkneae, liave seen ■ 
great light : th^j IhaC dwell in tbe land oT theiliadaw ofdaath, 
iipoa them batb tbe ligbt aiiiaed. — Isuahii:. 1> i. 

From the days, of Malachi, the last of the propheCs, 
until the coming of John tlie Baptist, 4 period of 
four hundred and thirtji-six yeaTS, the Church was id a 
Etate of great darknesE and apparent desertioD. Thia 
prophecy was fulfilled when Jesue residedf or person- 
ally preached in the towns of Galilee ; then, "the I&ud 
of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalijn.by the waj 
of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the 
people which Eat in darkness eaw a great light ; and f>t 
them which eat in the region and shadow of death liglit 
epniDg up." Jesiu ia " the true light, that light en eth 
every man that cometh iato the world." He is given to 
he "a tight to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of his 
people Israel." To whom we would soy, " Arise, ahiae, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord isriaes 
upon thee." For diiough the teader mercy of ooi 
God, JesuB, the day-epring from on high, hach visited 
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us, to give light to tliem that ait in darkness, and in 
the sb&daw of d«ath, ^nd to giiide our feet is the way 
of peace. " Light and immortiility ate brimght to 
light hy the gospel" of J&bus, who 19 himself the 
divine fountain, or source from whence must emanate 
all spiritual light. He is the light aad the life of 
man; he cani« a light into this world, that whosoever 
believeth ia him should not abide ia *' darkness."' 
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CHAPTEK XX. 



Hejoice greatly, O dsuj^liler ot Zi-an ; sliaut, O OuQgLtei of 
JeroBalem ; beLold, tliy Kiug comelh iiulo lliee ! be is jufit, and 
jiBviiig inliHtioii ; loH'ly, end Tiding upoa an asi, and apan a 
^_ colt tlie TdbI ^tSvD asE — 2ecLariah is. 9. 

We have sa striking an B.ccoinplishment of this 

I prophecy, that it is scarcely poaaible to imagine one 
l|an be found, who is unwilling to point ta Jeiua and 
JHitclBim, Zion behold your King. 
^ Was it ever known thai any other ting, except 
Jesus, made such aa humble entry into the city of 
, Jerusalem, or indeed any city. No, his was alto- 
ethftr the reverse of such proceBstonB, Here was no 
to pTOclaim hia approach, do chaiger highly 
FcEipariEOned to convey the Monarch, do royal purple or 
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glittering atti['e to distiQ^uLsh hicn from the tliraug, or 
dazzle the unthinkiog crowds. In himself aadatteod- 
kdU, all was, to ouLward appearance, mean and con- 
temptible. Yet the miads of tluB rast multitude, 
were for the mnment bo atruck with the truth of his 
Messiah-ship, that with one aLmultaaeQUS Ghout, they 
make the air resound with Kosanaas to the Saa of 
David; "blessed is he that come^th in the Dame of tha 
Lord ; Hosanna in the highest" This ie not the only 
iostance of their wishing to malte Mm their ting." 
His disciplcB were impre&sed with the common error, 
that he would establish a temporal kiDgdom. After 
his reBwrreclien we hear them sajing, " Lord wilt thon 
at this time restore the kia^dom to lerael ?" But no, 
his kingdam is not of this WDrld, else would his eer- 
ranta have been called on to fight for it. The wea- _ 
pons of iheir waHaie, are " not carnal but BpirituaJi | 
and mighty, through God, to pulling down the strong 
holds of sin and satan." We do not hear that Jean*. J 
made one visit to the court of moaarchy, but man^r to 
the temple. The Roman authorities viewed him with 
ajealous eye, &nd parsed sentence on him for avouch- 
iDg his kingly authority. It is worthy of remark, that 
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thf fiupeTscnptioa affixed tn his croas, i[iBteB.d of de- 
claring him an usurper^ didjin ioui languages, prudaim 
hia innoceace, and acknowledge his a.utliorit^ — " Jesus 
of Nazareth the Kingnf the Jews." Yes, themeekand 
lowly Jesus — Jehovah has set as king upon his holy 
hill of Zion ; he ig " King of Kings, and Lord of Lords," 
He is just, for " behoM a King shall reiga in right- 
60USDesa." He not only has aalvAtiAn, hut he is Je- 
hovah's salvation, to the ends of th* earth. To him 
"eveiy knee sHall bow, and every tongue confess," 
that " he is Lord, to tlie glory of God the Father." 
It was a striking display of his Godhead, in directing 
his disciple? where to find the cpit, and in pvetT«lipf 
the mind of the owner, to let the animal go only on 
their saying, " the Lord hath need of him." Tea, he i^ 
the Lord of the whole earth ; " the beasts of the forests 
are his, and eo are th^ cattle on a thousand hills." 






CHAPTER XXL 



li (his licmse, which is called bj mj name, become ti deo of 
robbers in youi eyea > Babuld, even I liave seen it, suCL the 
»nl. — JerenuBh vii. 11. 

An attentive reader of tlie New Testamenf, will 
Ijr diecover the correspondence between these 
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quiet BubmiBsioD to the cammaDil of the God-man 
Chriat Jesus; when be said, " take theee thinga hence, 
and make not my Father's house, ao house of mBi>^| 
ehandise;" it is writteu, *' my house, shall be called the 
house of prayer, hul ye have made it a den ofthiere*." 
Not only liis acts, but bis norde, proclaim bi& Deity, 
Jesua can with propriety call God, Fatlier, for he ia his 
first begotten, well beloved Son, and, as such, he baa 
[Tule overhia Father'^shouBe,* The dJaclpl^ who were 
observers, of the eveal, stru^^k at the display of hia 
Godheadi applied to him tb? wnrde of the psalmist; 
'" The zeal of thine houee hath eaten me up, and the 
reproacbea of tbem that reproached thee, are fallen 
upon me." If we exc^ptlhemiracterecorded fay John, 
of the armed men falling to the ground on the reply 
of JeeiiB, this ceitaialy iaone of (he greatest miraclu 
he performed in the days of his flesh. 



CHAPTER XXII, 



Out of the moutli ot babes and eackliiigi hset than otdaintd 
■trcngt]), b«cauu «f thina eii«iiLi«B; tLst thou loig'lit^iit stiU 
cbs enemy and Bv^ageT.— Fsalm riii. S, 

The maqner in which this prophecy was fulfilled ia 
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very interesting. "When Jeaiia drave out the bujera 
and sfrllere from tLe temple, n-e are told the children 
sliouteil hoaaiiQas to tlie Son of David. Tlie Chief 
Priests and Scribes were filled i^itfa indignation tu 
hear eveu children confess a truth thev wished buried 
io «terDal silence; and, coniiog to Jesus, they said. 
<io9t Ibou nat hear vhat the-se say? But he mildly 
answered, " Yea, ha.veyeiieTierread, Out of the mouth 
of babes and suckling.? tbdu hast perfected praise -'' 
It is more ilian probable that amongst the persons he 
had juBt expelled from the temple, were the parents of 
same of these children; it would not therefore have 
excited our astoniEhmeut so much, to have found them 
mncking aod reviling the man of Nazareth, a& it does 
lo hear them shouting liosannaG tu the Sou of David. 
There were none of those gay dietinctiocE in the pereon 
of Jesus, which so usually please aad delight chil- 
dren; a!i was as to outward appearance mean and 
nnattractive; yet their youthful hearts were filled with 
lo<re and admiration for the person of the Man, so 
generally treated B'ilh contempt; and they as with one 
voice shout the praises of this Son of David. Ought 
it not for ever to have pat to silence the Priests and 
Scribes, and all those bitter enemies of Jesus, when he 
l^ve such clear proafa of his being the Messiah, that 
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even ihese Jewish cliiliiren, could discover him to 
the very person tlieir pttrents, from the first dawu 
reason, hadcaughtthem to expect, as the Iobit promis 
deliverer of Israel, who should spring from D*Tid'< 
royat lioe. 



CHAPTER XXIir. 



I have pieaclied righleousaess in Lhe great congrpgalian ; 
here sot reA-ftbed mj lips, Lard, thou knowc^ti — Ptaim 
a.]. 9. 




It \b Baid, to the imm-ortsl honour nf Noah, that he 
was a preacher of righteotisnesa to llie Old World;* 
but as the g'lory af the latter dispensation far excei 
that of lhe farmer.f eo 13 its founder greatly distt 
guisbed from all the prophets and teachers uoder 
the Jewish economy. We find Jesus nctively en- 
gaged ia preaching his own gospel, whenever oppor- 
tunity offered, free from the trammels of form, and 
drcumscribcd rules of hum^u order, We see him 
the temple, and the lield ; in the synagog:ue, and on a 
mountain ; in the crowded street, and the wilderness; 
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the house, and bj tlie sea shore : at one time to 
the crowded ttirnng, and then to the Itttle troop of 
dieciples ; now ta learned ra.bbieg acd rnlers, and tbeo 
to a few fis!ierm«Ti of Galilee ; but ip every place and 
cotnpaay he was a preacher of righteo«eneBS. He 
did not leiVain his lips from fear of man H« did ttot 
hesitate tci publish daclrines necessary to be known, 
because tbe^ -were of a liind likely to be UDKracioasIy 
received. Me Bhunned nut to proclaim the whde 
ti^ith ; whether men wguld hear, ot whether they 
n-oald forbear. Again, looV at him as a preacher of 
righteou^neBs. AU he taught waa pure and undefiled 
as the light of heaven. He did Bot flatter one vice, 
or couDtenaDce OBfi folly. He deecribed Bin as hate- 
ful to Gad, whether in the priest or people, the ruler ar 
(he ruled. He taught the Jews, who rested in the 
mere letter of the law, that it is of a tipirituaJ nature, 
extending not only to the outward actions," but to 
le" thoughts and intents of the heart." He inc.ulcat«d 
(ihedience, not on the narrow principle of self love, or 
tn gain the praise of man ; but he insisted, that it can 
nnly be acceptable to God when eprlnging from a 
priacipleof love to God and man, Hedidnot inBtruct 
hearexe to keep a fair exterior only, but he -vreat 
once to the Heat of ini<iuity, the human heart; and 
e2 
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declared iliat the fountain must be (icatclfran&ed bijfi 
the streams caa be made pure* Agaiu, we behold 
him ELS a prea-clieT of rigbteoLisaegs, duclajiDg that 
" except oiix rigbtcouBDeBB exceed flat of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, we cannot enter the kingdam of 
heaven."' He taught that we must be clothed with a 
better righteousnesa lliaa our tattered rags, ere we can 
he allowed to sit daws at the " marriage supper of the 
Lamb," where aJl the gnesU are arrayed in " iiue linen, 
clean and white," whii;h fine linen is the " righteous- 
nesB of the sainia." This wedding garment is pro- 
rided bj the Lord nf the feast, and is the s^pitlltss raba 
tti Jesua's perfect and complete righteousness. 



{ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



I will open mj moiilli in a parable; 1 will ulter d 
MyiDge of oM. — Psnlia lij*jii. •, 

We hear Bala:(m, theaan of Bfor.from the heights 
uf Moab, attended by an idolairoiis king and prince, 
taking up his parable un the multitudes of Israel, Wai 
aUo tind many of tlie prophets of the Lord in the dif- 
ferent ages of the Church, presenting their Master's ,1 
meesage in the dress of parable-. The awectaing«.l 





4 



of Israel is here said to open his mautli ia a fiamblu, 
and utt«r dark eayingie, \t~hich have been kept secret 
since the foundation of the world. But ire axe cooi- 
pelkd to paes by thia ban of J^sse, to Hfet.t aitr at- 
teDtioii to one who may not unaptly be styled ' th* 
man of pariihlcs.' Jesus so fre<iuGntI;y used them in 
hisdiBcourse to the multitudi'j tliat it is said " that 
without a parable spake he ant unto them ;" and who 
can read hia parables without exclaiming, " surely 
never man spake like this man." His discourses are 
adorned with tlie striking force and luxwriant imagery 
of the East. He made use of (he most beautiful 
language aud elegant ideas, to impress on the mind 

Ik knowledge of things which are not seen and spi- 
iitu&l, by similies drawn irnm things which are 
teen and temporal. Who can road the affectinf; 
representation of the pity and forgiveness God ina' 
iiifetts towards the ungrateful, rebellions, but after- 
urds penitent sianor, bo forcibly displayed in the 
ble of the Prodigal Sod^ witbouL being charmed 
the happy simplicity that pervades the whole. 
nlike the productiou of men, the words of JesiiB. 
:e the worka of cre&tioi^, display new beauties on 
ry allentiTe exominatioii. They lose nothing by 
a minuCe JDBpection — they are nat mere empty words : 




78 

at every perasal they are iDcreasi ng^y attractiwe^n^TP 
discover that the most sublime truth-'i are tauglit, where, 
pertiapa, at the fisst reading, we beheld nochin^ par- 
ticularly instructive or engaging. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Be ftball feed hia flock llbe a sliepllierd : he shall gathci^^ 
lJi>e Iambi wiTb his nnu, and curry tbi;in in his bosom, an J 
■Uill geallj Icsd tliQae tbet uie with youiij;.^ — -Ibaiili 2I, 1 1 . 

The Meastali is here, and in. several other parts cf 
tlie old TeetamcDt, held forth to our view uadcr 
the character of a ehepherd. He is called, " Je- 
hovah's shepherd," SJid to b» care is Qominitted th« 
safeguard of God's Hoclc. He is described aa " seek- 
ing out and delicsrijig his ah&ep Irom all places 
where they have been scattered, in the cloudy aod 
dark day," He is said to "seek thatwhich was loat," 
and to " bring again that which was dHren away ;" 
" to bind np that which was broken; toatrengtlienlliBt 
which was eick ; to gather the lamts with his arma, and 
carrj theui in his bosom;" " to make them lie down 
in green paetureB, and lead them forth bcBtde the still 
waters ;" in short, to him are Bttribtited all the Idod 
{)fGc«£ of a " good shepherd." It will not be diflicult 
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Tccogni&e Jeausuticler this description. On examine 
JD'^theNen'TeBtameiitj-a'eiind id it elq cicact couDter- 
pait of this character. We hear Jesiie describe liimaelf 
the true shepherd," nha " caUeth hlR ehesp 
by name, and leadeth them out, and the sheep tollow 
him, for they know his voice; hut a etrajiger wilt 
they Hot follow, for they know not the voite of 
strang'erg;" " he knoweih his sheep, and is lumwn of 
them, and they go in and out, and Sod pasture," His 
wa.tcJi fulness and power aic sncb, that he will not 
suffer any, either by surpnee or force, to plnck iheni 
out of Ilia hands;* nor will he foreake them ia the 
hour of danger; " he fleeth not, because he is not 
an hireling;" and he will eventually collect buth the 

leotite and Jenish Bocka to|;ether, that there tnay 

be one fi>ld,f under one shepherd." Nor ehall one 

of the least uf ttie flock he missing; all " hia sheep 

must pass agaia under the hands of him that telleth 

;" iyta the " -good shepherd who has laid duwn 

lis life for the sheep ;" and now liveth to watch over, 
defend, guide, and supply the wants of his flock, 
from whom he will withhold no " manoer of thing 

lat is good."^ 
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Certain it is, this " Chief Shepherd" will punish' 
the unfaithful hirelings " who feed themselves, but 
not their flocks;" " who hare not Blrength^ned the 
diseased, healed tlie sick, Deither have bound up that 
which was broken, aeither brought again that whirh 
was driven away, nor sought that which wasloel; 
but with force and cruelt_y have ruled them." There- 
fore, O ye ah^pherd&l hear the w«id af the Lard.; 
thus saith the Lard God, " Behold [ am agaiast the 
shepherds, and will rennire my flock at iheir hands, 
and cause them to Ci'ase from feediog the Hock; 
oeither shall they faed themselves aoy mare." 



CHAPTER XXVL 

And slmll mnke bim or quick unikralnnJing- in the fe»r m 
Uip Lord : Bad bf e-lifltl not judgo uftej the ligbt Qf lii^ VVtV, 

neiltier reprove after the heuiog of tiii ears. — Isftialiii. 3. 

The deceptians practised hy the huinaii rue arc 
many and various. With no other due to diMOT«r 
the real cliaracterof itidiviJuals than their profes- 
sions and >condu(-.t, m4?n are nften led to furm the mott 
unjust opinioDs; D.nd freq-uejit and lamentable are the 
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mulalea fhat ariee. Falsehood oftea lurks Woeath 
the warmest prthfc^sions ; the guise of friendship i^ 
made to coDceal the perfidious spirit, the mask of sin- 
ceritj is worn by the coDfiummate deceiver, and man 
becomes the dread and feai of ana. Wiio c^n look 
at Jesus, without being struck at the nice dist^rimi- 
nfttiott cf cha/acter he disc:Qv?red in hie opinions of 
the men by whom he wns surroiiJHled. He could 
espy in Nathaniel " an Israelite in whom there trait 
no guile." He diGcovered that the ardent zeal and 
warmth uf Peter's atlachmeot would induce htm 
boldly Co euffcr deaLti in his Master's cause, althou^ 
the denial of that Master loudtj praciaimed him a 
fiilhlesa ciiwiriJ, He rould point tmt the perfidious 
Judas, fostered by the eleven disciples as a bosom 
friend. He could detect the hypocrisy irnd deceit 
iliat lay bid beneath the fair prafe&aion of the Scribes 
and Pharisees; he knew their public conduct vas 
ool in unison with the hidden man of the heart. 
He was oat blinded bj^ the semblance of virtue i 
Bathing fulae passed with him for g^nuiuu ; be in- 
ttautl^ discovered the counterfeit, however well exe- 
cuted. Nftrdid th« BterJiaig' pass byuufcaowfl to him, 
though its exterior was defaced and unattractive. 
He could laok into the inmost recesses of the human 
e5 
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heart, and diEcover tliere Uie seat of iniquUv, lit 
could Liehold the mouatei iu his dcD, liuvever inge- 
nional; its CTcteriai waa adorned by art, and bring to 
light the hidden ihings of darkmesa. In bis opinioiu 
tiiere ^as DO error ; in liis censUrcG, uviiDJust severitjf 
—be always judg'ed rij^lileous judgment; " for lie 
judged not after the sight of bis eyeSj Qeilher re- 
proved aft^r the bearing of hi§ eaw." With righhf 
eanBneas did be "judge the poor, and reprova vriA 
equity for the nieeV of the earlh ; righteoiianea* wm 
the girdle of his Iniiia, and faithfulness [he ini^l^ of 
his reiDB;" and why? " Because my tbgughiB 
not u. your thoughts, D«ither are my it&jb se yi 
ways, Baith the Lord of Huete." 



\fi of ■ 



CHAPTER XXVir. 

■n the pyeB oT t.|j.f blind aliaLI be o))earJ, nnd dip eaia «f 
Ifnf &lia]l bciinsl0]i{>i'd. — Isniali xxxv. 5. 

Ih it not highly propar, that thoae who profess lo b* 
iiitniHlcd t\itli utbces of BUtbority, aboiild be nhle tii 
axhibit tlie crcde-ntialg of their appointment, in order 
Ut bt ttCcfedited ? The prophet Isaiah was cnmnijs- 
•Innod to proclnim many of tfat; marks by which the 
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, Messiah should Le distinguished, Amongst othvr 
{DC *' the eyes of the blind vere to be opened, And 
the ew% of the deaf uiidtopped." Jrana gf Nftiareth 
lit ooJy declared himeelf to b« that loog-prawued 
'Messiah, but con^t^ntly exhibited, in the moH f*Mlc 
^^ind open manoier, the credeniials of hia high oflicial 
^Hpiharafter, &.aA coaGnued his cl^in to our belief by 
^Hhia numerous miracIeG. Could we inquire of Barli- 
^^Bpieu£, who, of old, eat bi^ Israele way-tide begfjiog, 
^^who was the skilful oculist that refttoied lo hu tong 
^^aightfess eyeballa the pow«T of vision; joyfuJly woold 
^ffce point to Jeans the Son of Dand , as the gracioiM 
beaefactor whose almighty word bad again canwil 
I faim to hchold the gladsDine light of daj. Might we 
' hold converse with him who had nerer beheld (he 
dieerfy] face of mafl, whwe ejes had roHed in ^loom 

I aod darkne^, deprived of the tigbt of nattne'a beautc 

^■aU9 works,' no doubt he would, with the ■anw bo* 

* daunted coanige he displayed before the Jewish 

PhariseeR, declare that Jenie of Nazareth had opncd 

the ey«G of one bom blind. Nor were dwM Hit fl^ 

recipients of his Dirine boanty. By hit aliaiffhty 

^Broice the deaf were made to bear : the ' cpbjilwllift' of 

' Jesus could " clear the obMructed palba of Kmad, 

new must« cfaariB the vMd^ rv," for il wu* 
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the voioe of ohe: wtiose biddings were enabliJigg. 
Wli^D the disciplea of John came to inquire of J>eaua 
if he were the iUuatriaus pen»iiag:e bo long; pjomised, 
ar if they were to look for another, we are told, " in 
(he same hour Jesue cured many of their iufirniitiea 
\aA plagues, and nf evil spirits, aod unto many tliat 
were blind he gave mght," and requested the dis- ^ 
ciples of John " la return, and tell the things nhich 
they Ii^d w^a and heard ;" hvw thst " the blind saw, ^ 
the lame walked, thp lepers were cleansed, the deaf 
heard, the dead were raised, and to the poor the 
gospel was preached." To one so well instructed, as Ke 
may presume John to have been iu the writings of the 
Old Testament, he could, not wish for more satisfactorr 
evidence to prove that Jdshk was the Messiah. John 
bore witueBs unto tlje triith, hilt Jesua "had greater 
witness than thm of John, the works which the Father 
fa&d giT'en him to Gnis^h, the saine works which he di<cl, 
bore HJcnesBof him that the Father had sent hlrn." 

That Jesus iiTought miracles his eneinieg could not 
deny; but how absurd they should attribute them to 
■atauie influence. The Devil is not wont to be 
benefactur to our race ; we should aut e:tpect to 
hiro tending his power to destroy his own kingdom, er 
tobeneJit the cliildren of men. The miracle$Qf JeAua 
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were not an useless display of power.wrouglit lo graiifj' 
idle curiosity, or for sordid or ambitiouB motives ; they 
were all diCeigQed to promote some hunourablB vi 
useful purpose, and were of tlie most benevoleat cha- 
racter, not unwortliy ihe incarnate Deity whose pity 
for his creatures ia commeriBUrate witli Ilia power. 
Hifi miracles were nainecoua oad divd^Ged ; tliey irere 
WTonght openly, and proclaimed publicly; not con- 
fined to one place: Jesus went about healing alt 
manner of 3ickne§s and disease aoion'g the people. 
.The disciples were not the only witaeases to these 
traordiciary events. Jesus was aurrouudcd by great 
multitudes when he healed the leper, Jairus'a daughter 
as raised to lifu in the presence of lier tVienda- &nd tli6 
mourcieca. The Pharisees beheld tbe devil cast out of 
tile dumb man — the whole congregation in the sj-oa- 
, gsgue wiinessed the instantaneous cure of the withered 

Iband— four thousand, siflii ai-e tho^gand men not only 
1)eheld the miraculous increase of twelve loaves and a 
few flmall fiahea, hut their bodies were refreshed by Che 
^^plentiful repaet. All the people of Gennesaret sent to 
^Hmllect thediseased, so convinced were tbey of the won- 
^Bd roue cures effected by a touch of the bemof his garment. 
"When in Galilee, great multitudes came unto Jesue, 
briagin^ the lame, bliad, dumb, and maimed, and hs 
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heaUil iliein all. When th« poor fatli«r*a lunalio 
SOD was cured, multitudefi witnesfcd the fact. JetuB 
was Burrounded by cronrda when be gave sight ta tin 
two blind men. The Chief PrieBt and Scribes eaw 
the wonderful thingig he did in the temple — driving 
out the luercliaDts, B.ud healiag the lane and blind. 
In the Bjraa'gogue he cast out an uaclean spirit. When , 
th« widow erf Nein'e bod vaa raised from the deailfi 
much people of the city were with hei. The law^eiB 
aoid Pharisees watched Jesus when he cured the mna 
of the diflpsj. Monj Jews were present when he 
called Laearus from the grave. JeauB was surrounded 
by his pereecutorg when he healed the ear of MaJchuB. ■ 
The eneaiies of Jesus witnessed his miracles; they 
possessed every opportunity that incredulity itself couEd 
desire, of esamining the several objects on whom be 
had displayed his omoipoteat power: this circuia- 
Btance, together with the diversity of time and place, 
precluded all possibility of deception. Peter boldly 
declared to the "meD of Judah^and the inhahitaatfi of 
Jerusalem," that " JesiiB of Najiareth was a mftn 
approved of God among them, by miracles and won- 
ders And signs which God did by liim, in the midst of 
them, as they thenieelves also knew." The intrepid 
disciple feared no contradiction, it was a ^act too 
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:srly eatB.bliBhe(l £or aniy of that a.^e to deny ; aud 
'bat mndnesA ia it for any in a Ister p&Hod to cavil 
ainst & truth tliey poBseRS aata t,ia^]e f&ct to dis- 
ve. The more minutely the New TeEtainent nf 
our Lord Jesus Christ is examineiJ, the clearer do its 
marks of divine authenticity appear. The exaltod 
character of the Man of Naeareth requires only Ui be 
^HtnowD to ensure admiiation. Who, that attentivelf 
^BvoDHidera the sketch g;ivea {if that model of all perfec- 
tion, can iicagine the history of the Evangelist ta he 
Oinly a cunningly devieed fable ? The achogla of phiio- 
nphy, with all their boa&ted learniiig and virtue, could 
^Btot conceive any thing half ao reSned, or ^d fnr 
eKalted ahove the most elevated of tho human race. 
From whence, then, did the beloved physician, the 
tax-gatherer, and the two fishermen, obtain thu.t beau- 
tiful model of h-nlinesfi, presentedl to us in their 
TitingB ! They must have copied from life — they 
must have witueEsed the living character — (hose un- 
learned JeWB could not have invented 99 correct a 
likeness of incarnB.tc Deity. Even if they had taken 
the united virtues r^f the most eminent fiaiutgin the 
Old Teataoient for their pattern, it would not bear a 
comparison with the artless grandeut nud majestic 
simpticity discoverable in this history of tli« life of 
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JesuB of Nazareth; which, it should be remeiubend, 
was uiritten at a. time when the religion of the Jem 
vas little more than superstition ; far the ]&w of God 
waa made void bythe absurd tradition of the falhere.* 
Yet no trait of false Jiidaiain ia discoverable in the 
character of Christ. Ia sliort, the history of the four 
CvaitgelisU i& the very reverse of what might reaaon- 
ably be expected from ignorant men, who had strongly 
imbibed their nation's bigotry and siiperstition. The 
goapels carry their own evidence, and prove the men 
who wrote tliem not only had the example of Jesui 
for their ^uide, but th&t tliey* v^re divinely inspir^.f 
They have mixed up none of their own corrupt notion* 
or f&lse ideae, but prf^gented us with a book which ii 
aot uofitting the God of Truth to acknowledge ai 
his awn-. 
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CHAPTER XXVni. 

Tfien tktU (b« lane man leap as ud IlutI, and. ihe taagae af 
the dumb sing : Tor in tlip wiHernesa sball WDterfl break ont, 
and streams in Cli& dcaert.^lHSJah xixr, i. 

Blessp.d Jesua, we behold ihec surrounded by the 
diseaaed and wretched. We see thee attend that 
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teat of misery, the pool of BethcBda, whose cLoisCen 
oft resounded the plaintire voice of aorrow ; for within 
its parches were aseembkd man^ of the ^ons and 
daughte-iG of affiictioo, Amid&t the group was one, 
who, tor til irty-ei gilt long years, had siglied nv«i hii 
poor enfeebled limhs, and who oft had heard the 
joyful sound of Belhesda'sagitated waters, But, alas ! 
this Angel of Mercy brought no healing ba.Ini for hit 
diseased Umbs. Oft hod he seen a compaoioD id 
misery haetily ru&h into the troubled pool; and beheld 
their diseased bodies bealed by one plunge into those 
sacred waters. Yet hu slow, though anxious steps, 
asver reached its brink, until soiqg happiet- object bad 
possessed its healiog properties. His case attracted 
the kind attention of Jesus, to whom, when question- 
ed , he tells his tale of wo. But Iiarli ! a voice is 
heard, " Arise, take up thy bed, and walk." The 
afitoniahed cripple no lunger Deeile tbo frieadly crutch, 
but treads with ease and joy his gladsome path. Yea, 
beneuth the porches of Betheeda's pool, the Godhead 
of Jesus darts forth its clear and splendid rays. Well 
might the fame of this wondrous Physician spread, 
and. multitudes of the affiicted press to share hh 
favours. Behold, amidst the numbers who throng his 
ioor, a poor paralytic cripple, borne by four. Every 
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effort to force a [iassagfl tJiroiigli ihe dense crawd is 
iriiiilesA. Faith does not easily relinquiah its subject, 
and the roof iacYen ba.red to admit this snbJEict of 
iniacry iirto the imnicdiate presence of the Healer of 
diseases. Nor were iheir effort8 unsuccessful. One 
word from him does m</Tt tWn llie united skill of all 
eartti's physicianB ; and he, \vlto, a few inomente 
before, required a. couch ta support fais [)Abied frajne, 
ifl now &eea farcing his passage through the aetaoUhed 
multitude, triomphaiitly carrying his own bed, Snrely 
" it was never so seen before," even " in Israel," that 
laud so famed for miracles. Jesus not only wrought 
Atir^des himself, but whea he Geut fgrtb his diecipleft 
to preach the everlasting Gospel, lue g;ave them autbo- 
liLy tQ work Biir^ck-s, in order to proTC their comuiu- 
sion to he from Heaven. We bebold these fishermen 
of Galilee, in the name* of thsir divine Lord and 
Moater, Jesos of Nazareth, bealJng all manner of 
fiicknesGefi, diseasee, and infiriDicieB ; testifying baib 
to the friends and enemies of the crucified Jesus, that 
God was with them, indeed and of a truth, so 
mightily did ihe word of ttie Lord praap«r. Tha 
blessings of the Messiah's reign are frequently exhi- 
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hiled taourriewunder the simile of water, Jehovali 
pramises, " when the poor and n«e<ly seek water, &nd 
ibere ia none, and their tongue fail«th for thir^t^ I 
the Lord will hear them, I the Gad of Israel will 
not forsake tbem:; but will open rivers in higb pLacfes, 
and fountains in the mrdel of the valleys." He will 
muke the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land 
Bprings of water. Rivera of water in a thirsty wild, 
are not mare acceptable to the fainting traveller, than 
the salvation of Jeaua ia welcome to the convinced 
sinner ; to such whu believe he \b precious. 'I'he 
Coadicions of obtaining it ar« inscribed hy the finger 
of God ; we behold them written in legible characters : 
" Ho, everyone tliat tbirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and hit that hath do money, come ye, buy, and eat; 
y«B, come, buy nine and milk withuut nioney and 
_intbout price." Ez^kiel, in vision, beheld tills holy 

Water issuing frotn the temple of Gud. Its sovereign 
efficacy was suth, that whitheisoever it flowed , healing 
and life attended its course. John io the Apocalypse, 
describes it as the " pure river nf water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceedicrg out of the tliroae of God and 
the Lamb;" its banks adorned with continual fruit- 
falneas, and never-fadiug verdure. The salvation of 

iuus is also described as a "^fouatoia which ia opened 
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to the hnuee of David, and the Lfthabitants of 
ealern, for si d aod uadeanneBS." May tuc know it* 
purifying ELfid refrcEhing qualiiica: may rce drink 
deep of the living waters, which are *' a well of water 
SjiringLi]^ up uato E'rerlasting life." Jeeus hiinsi9l£' 
jiergonally invites " all ih'at arc a.thirat, to come uato 
him and driiik," 

Thia fnunlain flf life, ia not of recent diacofcry 
the antedeluvian world beheld it as a email riru- 
ict, wliieh (jontinu&d to iociesfie as it flowed dowa 
the patriarchal age, wideoed under the Mosaic di»^' 
peasatinn, and became broader and clearer, as ii 
warbls^d alorg the prophetic course, and aow display! 
itfielf as the grand and majestic fountain of living 
waters, whose etreaniG rnakis glad the city of our God. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



TbM. taiA I, La, I (rome : in tlie voluiaa of [lie book it ii 
written of me, 1 d<jliglit to do tity will, O my Qai ■ yea, ihy 
Uw is witbin my hewt.— Pwlm al. 7, 8. 



i 




The pgalm fratn which theae words are select 
was written by David, Iting of Israel, but never ea 
they with justice be applied to him. We dare nC 
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Teature to imflgine he acted agreeably to the ivill of 
his G(Hi, ia the matter of Uriah the Hittite ; nor was 
the Isw of hifi God ruling in Liq lieartr when his 
pride led htm to Dumber the children of Israel. But 
let us no longer dwell »□ lh>e cnineB acid failiogs of 
this (in one sense of llie word) great inaD ; let us 
eadeavoui to discover gome other, to whomit ca,it, 
withmore justice, be applied. But.alasl ifweeeaich 
to e&rth's remotest bounds, we cannot find, on this 
our globe, oiie to wliviiq it mfiy be applied without 
deserving: the charge of flattery. If pennitled to 
extend our search to the upper and brighter world, 
and allowed to inquire of the iababitants of those 
realms of bliss, if tlifiy had ever known one of 
Adam's nice, when sojouraing here below, of whom 
it could with truth be said, his delight was to do the 
will nf his God, yea that tlie Jan* of hie God was the 
constant ruling principle of his heart;* struck at our 
want of discernment, th<^y would exclaim with holy 
indignation, was He so long an inhabitant of your 
world, and do ye not know him 1 Have ye nut read 
of hia hfe, of liis acts, of bis word^j and waye; 
but above all, have ye not heard the oft told tale of 



Psalm iJT. 1, Ecclfs. rii. lO. Rom. iii, 11. 
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hie death ? Do ye now need to be reminded iliat iht 
word§ are a. true description of the man ye c&ll Jesui 
of Nazareth? Yes, angels know hiin, and glory 
their knowledge ; with Jo; would they tell ua, 
with all their opportunities of obserring his coiiduc^| 
they could never discover iu him the least imperfection 
or tendency to sin," Yes, it is Jesus the son of 
Sftvid, and not DaTid the son of Jes««; who u 
epeakiD^, as other paita of the psalm clearly prove; 
He alone could say, witliout pre&umption, " I delight 
ta do thy will, my God: yea (hy law 16 wilhin my 
heart." Jesus came from heaven to earth, to do the 
will of bia Fatherwho sent hixni even ti>accoinpliab 
the work of redemption, which is as mitch th« wHl 
and pleasure of the Father, aa it ia t1ie de1ig:hi vf the 
Son, His zeal was discoverable at twelve years of 
age, when he was found in the temple, and, to the 
geatle reproof of Mary, answered, "Wist ye 
that I mufit Ik about xay Father's bueinesE;" whidl 
be preferred before th.e retKahments of the body ; yea^ 
hie meat waa to do the will of him that sent bim, and 
to finish the work. What devotedness marked hii 
Ufa I days of tail in travellinc; and preaching w 



Jolia lir. 30. 



6u>cfe>e(ie(i by i^'hole nights spenl ill prayicr: the 

^^returnJDg sim fnund him again employed with the 

^H^tne unwearied diligence in the work he had under- 

^BiJun. We should do well to bear in mind, that all 

JesuE did was voluntary. There was nothing, but hie 

^^»ve to God and man, ^hich Ud bini to engage in 

^B|ie wnrk. There was no compulsion, no obligatioii, 

^Bl vvt fijitutly 4Q act of hifi own free will ; not did he 

enter on the covenant, igaaraot of the difiSculties 

4fld suSerjngs i;uui)tct6d U'itli the WOrk, He WW 

well acquainted with their nature, B-iid extent; be 

h ad counted the cnst and weig'hed the price; and 

^Blrith a clear view of the ImmeDBe load of euHecingg 

before hlin, did he, with cheerful promptitude, go forth 

^^|o the wurk. We cannot have a more atrikiug exhi- 

'■ ■ faicion of his zeal, than in the reply he ma.de to Peter; 

JeGus bad been tvarning his disci pks of the circum- 

^Uncea of the death which awaited him; but Peter 

could not bear the idea of his beloved Master'* 

exposing himself to sn much suffering, and in the 

warmthnf hia atlachraent, be exclaimed, " Be it far 

from thee, Lord : this shall not be unto thee : " But 

J«BU8 Baid unto Peter, " Get thee behind nui, 

^■Batao: thou art aa offence unto in<e ; foTthou savour- 

^^Mt not the things that be of God, hut tho&e that be 
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•r iu«n." Is this the language pf the iB&n, wlio, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again, and wh^n perae- 
euted, he bksBed? Can thia be the ansver of tb« 
meek and lowly Jesus to a beloved follower, who 
aoly jpokc with an inCectJoQ to prevent hia Lord 
from Buffering? Yea, it is; but Peter wns little 
aware of the momeDtous consequences connected 
with that death. Tbe advice he ^ve would, if fol-,' 
lowed, have beea a more dire caJamity than the 
woHd had ever known, yea, even worse tkiaQ the ruin 
brought upon our rate, when our first parents followed 
the counsel of that false reasaoer Satan. Jesus, well 
aivare of the immense benefits resnltiag from hia 
expiatory death,* would not allow even a beloved 
diaviple to use one argument against his voluntary 
ftufferingE. How difi'erent the conduct of JeEus, when 
Peter denied liiai 1 (here was no reproof, ao upbraid- 
ia^e; but all waslavean.d pity fur the iveepiDg;BeiTant, 
to whom, after hie tesurreclioa, he gave many kind 
tokens of bis forgiveness. We are told, T\"heii ihe 
titne approached that Jesus should be offered up, he 
ateadfanlly set bis face to go up to Jerusalem, well 
known as the destined place of his sorrows. Wa 
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Itiin saying, " I have a baptism to be baptized 
wILb, and haw am I atraiLeued uutil it be accom- 
pUehed." When Judae w^e about to betray faim, 
JesuB §aid, " what thou doegt do quietly," His 
delight to do the wilJ of his God, WM mnst caQspi- 
cucms when the band of a.rined men came to appre- 
heed biiti, in the garden. lie cfid not attempt to dee, 
or endeavour to conceal himself from their pursuit. 
He did not shrink froui the daiigor even wliea so near ; 
for it is said, Jeaus knowing atl things that ihould 
came upaa him, w&dc forth to nie>et them; and said, 
" whom seek ye," and when, told Jesus of Nazareth, 
he said, '^ I am ke.*^ There was no evasion, oo re- 
luctance, but he cheerfully and freely delivered him- 
■elf into their hands, and met with promptitude the 
adversaries he bad ta encaaater. When Peter, indig- 
nant at the tnaults ofTeied his Master, and anxious 
for his rescue, dr«w hta aword in the gajden, aad 
wounded the High Priest's 8erva.iiit, J«9us mildly 
reproTed him, adding, *' th& cup which my Father 
hath giiven me, shall I not drink it?" Jesus could 
have comraaJided twelve legions of angels to his 
rescue, yet he allowed himself to be bound, scgurged, 
and crucified as a malefactor. Not all the powers of 
«artfa and hell combined, could hive destroyed the 



hoAy of J«suH, liacl he not given himself up a 
t«y sacrifice.* He had power to iay down his lifw, 
bat no man had power to talie it from him. The 
human nature of Jesus, when united to hii divine 
person, became in a mannei amnipotent: unless he had 
freely consented, he could not have been made iLe 
subject of tlieir cruelly, but for that " cauBeca.nie he 
into this world." The active and passive obedience 
of Jeaue has reflected more honour upon God, than thfc 
unsinning obedience of men and angets could hawfl 
done to all etemity. The free and voluntary Daiure ^ 
of lliat obedience adds a beauty and lustre to the 
whole, " Then said I, la, I co.me : in the vduniG i 
the book it is written of me," Moses wrote of Chriatt 
the whale of the Old Testament (if we except fiome 
of the prophetical parts which relate to the then king- 
dome of the earth,) have a refeience to the person, 
work, 01 church of Christ. The ceremoaies, iustitu»] 
tions, and many of tlie cbaraclerB, of the Oil 
TeMament, are shadows, tj'pes, and figuras of Jc 
the Mesciah. Even the preceptive part* are not 
exempt, The great apostle of the Gentiles speakjng ^ 
of the law, aaya it is a " Echoolmaster, to brin^ us ta f 
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• John JC 18. 
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"V^lirist." 'When from comparing our heart and 
conduct by the perfect standard of God's law, wt! 
discover our short comings, the law thus liecomes a 
teacher, and shows ns the Dsceasity of aa uitereet in 
the salvation of Jeeua, He could truly eay^ " I 
delight to do thy will, my God: yea, thy law is 
within my heart : How I love llij law, it is my medi- 
tation all the day ; " in fact, the law, which is holy, 
just, and true, is merely a transcript of his divine 
miad. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



I un besona n stranger unia my bieitLt-eu, and kd slien 
nDiomymoiLer'a children.— Psalm Ixix. S. 



All, my Lord, I Itaow this to ba thy voice of la- 
meatation, at the unfeeling conduct of those, from 
whom thou oughteat to hare received the kiiideat 
attestioos. Thou wast as " a straDger uuto thy 
bretbieii,and aeao alien unto thy mother's children;" 
" for even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, 
eren Uiey dealt trencherouBly with thee." They ciied 
'* depart Iienc«, and go ioto Judea, that thy disciples 
tlflo in^y s«^ the voflcs that thou doest, far there i» 
tS 
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no man that doeet any thing in fiecretj and he himself 
aeeketh to be known opealj'. If thou do these 
thingBj stow thjself to the world." *' For neither did 
his brethren believe in him." No eoaoer did he show 
himself unto the world, and multitudes thninged 
behold his miracles,, but they cr>', thou art beside 
thjsdf. From his chdseft friends, the disciples, he 
bJeo experienced much unltindnese and iDgratitude. 
During bis unparalleled Eigony in the Garden, inelead 
of endeavouring to mitigate, and sooth his botfows, 
ihey slept, as if careless of his woes. He markedi 
their conduct, and esclaimed, " What I could je not 
natch with me one hour V In the time of danger, 
" aJl the dlaciples forsook him and fled." When in 
Pilate's hall, and surrouaded by men who thlrgted for 
bis blood, Peter, with aa.ths aod curses, thrice denied 
Ilia Lord and Master, who heard, and cast a look of 
reproof, mingled with lore, towards his faithless dis- 
ciple. Blessed Jesus, how few of tlie tender chaiitiejil 
of life were exercised towards thee, though thy hi 
cast in nature's purest mould, was not inseiisibl 
the kindlier feelings of that nature. Jesus particu- 
larly testiGed his affection towards John, that be* 
loved diaciple, who laid in his boeom. He alsor disco-' 
Tered the tenderness o^f hia regard towards the ihri 
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highly favoiired cubjecis af liiie frieadship aX Bethany. 
Tbe eight of ihe Borruwiug aieterB at the tomb at their 
odIj and deaily beloi-ed brother, his friend Laaarug, 
ncited the tendereat sympathies of his bquI, aad drew ' 
tears from the eyes, and groaiiA from the heart of 
Jesus. " Behold haw he loved him," exclaimed the 
by-etander&. Let us not think it beneath the dignity 
of the eternal Soa of God, to have shared in the 
aorroiva of &uch ^ scene ; rather let ua rejoice, that n-e 
have an High PrieBt, " who can be touched with the 
feeling of Dur inErnjities, and that in all Our afllicUooH 
he was afflicted." Was not this event reearded to 
encourage us to pres&at all our cares and triala be&re 
him. Tte cry, " Lord, he whom thou loyest is 
sick;" will not, cannot, be unnoticed byhiiuwho wept 
^^it the gra^e of Lazarus ; far, though he has changed 
^^■is place, he has not changed his nature. As Man, 
^^■e caa etill sy&ipathiee with his people in idl their 
^^krrowg and alHictionB. As God, he ia ever able to 
extend hi? a,ll-powerful arm, and give the vished-for 
aid. 




CHAPTER XXXL 



Thej bIsq Ibat seak after my UFb lay snarea tot Dfi ; UiA 
ihey tbM aeekniy liurt apeak loiicbievoiiB tliingi, aod tma^DH 
deceits all tt« ilajLoug. — I'aalaL xxsviii. \i. 
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WnEitE shall we find the person li> whom thi 
warda are so applicable, a& to J«eus. Ffom tl 
manger to the cioaa, he was constantly encircled by 
men who were plotting his (le«tructi<OQ. If wet 
the line from Herod, the Teirarch cif Galtl-ee. 
Pilate, the Governyr of Judea, we find that the ene- 
■miee of JesitB were neither few nor weak. We aea 
niarahalled againet him, kings, prieBts, a^d gover' 
nore ; Phariaees, Scribes, and Sadducees ; the learned 
and the weitllhy; the noble and line peasant; the 
Jtswiah natian aad the Roman soldiery. No scheme 
that maliee, initjoity, or falsehood could devise 
BU^ASt, tvae suffered to eaciipe ; all were pressed iota 
their aervice, and made to bear against him. Every 
stratagem was resorted to, that tliey mi^ht eDtang^ 
him in his discoiirse, to form an excuae for Eeizing hifr 
pCTBon, At one time, the Herodians are sent with 
the question, " la it lawful to give tribute to Crasar^fl 
or not ?" and though they preface their inquiry with 
" Maaier, we know that thou art truej and careet for 
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no man, for thou regardest rot the person of men, but 
readiest the waj of God in truth," yet he discovered 
their hypocrfay ; and who but muat adioire the Gwl- 
lilte wisdom that ^parkleB la his Wd reply ? We oesi 
behold the FharlEceG approach with cautious step atid 
flattering; tongue, to ask his opinion of the law^ 
enacted by Moses for divorcement. On the other side, 
the S^ddiiipeee Appear to pr«Gent their queriea touching 
the resurrection of the dead. However artfully their 
plans were laid, t.hey coutd not aufpriafc or cleceiv*! 
Infinite Wisdom. Their next scheme is to present 
before him a woman guilty of adultery, hoping, from 
the known kindness of his character, that he would 
pranuunce her pardon, and then they could accuse him 
u ft riolator of the comniands of th«ir great lawgiver, 
Mocea, who ordered all persona guilty of such oftences 
to bft etpiitd to death j but he, who koew what was 
in mau, could foil his adversaries, whilst he par- 
doned the trembUng penitent. " Let him that is 
without sin, first cast a stone at hei," sent home to 
their canacience, proved the wi&dum and Almighty 
power of him with ^hom they W'Cie coatending- \ et 
still his enemies spalce against him, and they that, laid 
V&it for his soul, took counsel together. 




CHAPTER XXXII. 

For 1 hard b^Hrd the alander of mgiij ; ktir WU OH VftTf 
•ide; wLite ILey took connsel togelher Bgainat me, tlisji 
devieei ta tsl^e bwb^ cuj Ufe. — reiilni zui. IS. 

It is not infrequent that [lie envious and tbe pro- 
fligate are fuimd epeaking ]□ lerins of reproacb of 
characters nhuae public a.[u) domestic coudact'are a 
beautiful portrait of all that is honoumble, amialilui 
and truly worthy of commendation. Yet persons will 
never be wanting who can truly appreciate and highly 
estte.Q] tbe fair edifite of moral e.iceilence, audbi-stow 
the just tribute of respect it deserres. It is possible 
fur men to be so far deceived by personal prejudice, 
OF Ewa.yed by the fulae opintans uf others, that they 
not Do}y view with indifftireace, but even treat with 
conCempt and scorn, persons, to whom the Searcber 
of hearts will one day say, " Well done, gtwd asd 
faithfut servant, enter ibou into the joy of thy Lord." J 
EiXamples nf these faels are not wanting, hut we no 
where heboid bo striking au illuftralion of t bis truth 
as in the reception the Holy Jesus met with from the 
mea amongiBt whom he tabernacled. It must be ciHi.> 
fessed. that in the most perfect of the human racCl 
there are defects and blemiaheB, to which even th*! 
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eye of fTicndahip cB.anoL be blind , yet in JeBui there 
was & freedom from all evil either in priDCiplc or 
practice. He could be weighed " in the balance dl' 
the sanctuary," and not found wanting eitW tu Ond 
or man. His actions, when raeasufied by the jUHt 
ataadard of God's, law, are [irououiiced perf«ot. Yi^i 
he, whfi was purity it^lf, wdA not exempt from slan- 
der, bat waa called a gluttonouH man, and a wint^ 
bibber; u friend of publicans and sinncrB, an hypo- 
crite, a man of scditioa and strife, a t^ahbath brcakiT, 
and a violalor of at) thei laws of Mobgs. Id Ht'nrn, 
thty Hay, thia fell uw, and that deceiver, thou art a 
Samaritan ; a race of men held by the Jews in the 
moBt saver«igD contempt and hatred. By eame, he 
is accused of diatoyal and traitorous conduct toward 
the rulers of Jewry; others pronounced him guilty 
of blaii'pheiny; and, to crown the whole, they declare 
him to be B devil; yea, Behebub, the chief of devils. 
Blessed Jesus, thou didst, indeed, bear the slander of 
tnaiiy, Every action was viewed through a false 
medium. Thy ai^te of mercy bei;$,ine ati occasiiiii vf 
offence, and called forth the hatred of these aelf- 
deceived men, and thy whole conduct was viliAed 
and epoken of in the harshest terms of disapprohation 
and scorn. Yet those ancient Blauderere and peree- 
t5 




cutore of JeBus, were not without their feara. At 
one time, lest, fram kig growing popniant;, the Ro* 
maos shotild take away their pl&ce and nation ;ai 
another time, the purity of his ductrine becomes tlit 
source of disquietude. They all secretly dreaded his 
power, Feai nas on every aide, while they ttwk 
counsel and devised ta lake away the life of Jetui. 
Pilate's wif« could nat forbear expressing her f^9U ; 
and Pilate himself illy concealed the perturbation of 
his troubled conscieiic^- How instifficient was water 
to cleanse the pollated hands of that wretched go- 
vernor, so deeply stainfid with the blood of aa iqia- 
cent victim, sacrificed tii his tame compliance ; aad, to 
seal hia awful dooin, he soan after impioualy darsd 
ioibme his hands in Mb own blood, and nuh uncalled 
into the preeenca of his oflonded Judge. How tre- 
mendoas the aituatton of Pilate when ataading before 
the Judge of aJl the earth, even that Jesus, he h«d 
uajuGtiY condemned and crucified. How diBereii't tnt 
scene from that when Jesus appeared as the despiwd 
Nazai^Dfe ia Pilate's hall. The mind ^huddera at 
vnntemplating the awful fate of those who dare to 
lift their puny arms in rebellion against Zion'sKing, 
aod the language of whoao h'eajta till death Is, " w£ 
will not have thia man to Feign over u»." 




CHAPTER XXXIII, 

laiCnotliiDg to jou, all ya tbDt pBaali^l behold, and tee if 
there be anj Bonoiv like onto my BOTrow, wbicU h done uuta 
TOCi wherewilli (lie Liwd hath nfflicied me iu the daja of Jiia 
,^etcfi imger. — LaAteatfttian. i, 19. 

Ta^sE woi^B are io same degree applicable to ihe 
mournful prophet Jeremiali, biit it will do no rioleDco 
to consider them as referring to Jeaus, and to liim they 
apply with tenfold force. Let us not pass )uin by 
tinnoticed, but let ub " behold, and see if there be any 
aorrow like unto his sorrow," who, by way of distinc- 
tion, is called " the Ma.n of Sorrows." We see Jeriua, 
attended by three of his discipleBf enter the gordeq of 
Gethsemane ; we behold him withdraw from tbem 
about a atoneVtluow, and, kneeling down, pour mit 
hie soul in pmyer to Gud. Let us draw nigh to wit- 
nesB the scene, but let us approach with awe and 
reverence, for iqethinli^ we are about to tread on 
hallowed ground. Let the frame of uur minde he 
solemn and attfinti?e, whilst we view a ao«ne bo mys- 
terious and sublime. We obseri'e Jesus on his kneea, 
begin to be soie amazed and very heavy : yea, his 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death i and iu 
the bitteinesB of his spiiit, we hear him cry out, " Fa- 
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tber, if tbon be villiDg, remove this esp fron Be; 
DerenhelesA, nat mj will, bat thine, be done." Baa^ 
in an agony, he prays the iDore earDcsUy. Tfariee we 
hear him pres«at the eame petitioa. His ■gooj' be- 
comes to extreme, (bat he iweats great dnifH of blood. 
aad so ptofu&el;, that it even falU upoa tbe gtvaai. 
Struck ai a »giit so mysterious and aiJemn, we tun 
towards the Ji&ciples for an explanatiaD; but ]o, they 
are fallen into a deep sleep, alchangb requested by 
their Master to watch and pray. Desirous to ascert^D 
the cause, we 9(ir*«j the wgodrous eceiie, but God at 
external marks of puDisbmeDl. Tme, the EuSerings 
of the crofiB he vieived as fieaf , but they were not yet 
caminenced ; nor can we discover any one afflictic^ 
him. Tbie only visible object we perceive is, an aa^l 
fruai hearen; but hit was an errand of love^ iot be 
Strengtliened him. It is thereforeqiiite clear, that it 
was from eoitow of soaJ, and uo't paios uf hifdy, Jesue 
then Bu&'ered. We eagerly inquire iv-liat poweis 
could have had sue)) influeuce over him , as lo occaeiou 
ao great angui§h of spirit? We aie told, tbe powers 
of heaven atd hell ; ■ and we immediately request (o 
be iaformed, why the holy, hamtlesE, and iiiidefiled 



Jesus, is tlivs the object of God'i displeasure, and (be 
epoTt of Satan. We are directed to considt the 

records of tnith for an esplanation of the scene. We 
examine, and find that Jesus had roluntariiy come 
fgirth, and offered himself as the BHiety of hia people, 
Laving pWed himself in thRir room, and the curses 
of the law taken hald iipom him, hia soul endared 
all the horrors of tlie tremeodoas laced of our gaik 
imputed to him. Would jou behold the awful conse- 
quencea of sin ; theu go, visit Gethsemane, and see 
Je«UB prostrate in the garden, Mark the extreme 
fipjuiBh gf his spirit. What langna-ge is sufficiently 
GtroQg lo express the agonies of his soul in that awful 
hour, when the cooflio-t of hia mind forced throug-h all 
the pores of his sacred body a bloody aweat ; not 
inerel}' a drop or two, but so copJouBly as to fall upO'a 
the ground, and that in the open air, in a night of 
auch extreme cold, that, in the crowded hall of the 
High Pheat's palace, the Bervanls found it necessary 
to make a lire to warm themselves. We may well 
tremWe and stand am»zed ^t « sight so awful ajjd 
mysteriouB as the souE-agonies of the God-Man Christ 
JesuB. " U It nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto his 
sorrow, which was done unto him, wherewith the Lord 
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afflicted bini ia (be day of his Herce aoger." Yea 
band of Jehovab was in tt, he theo stood up to puiujli 
the Eina of his people, in the peigoo of their surety, ii ■ 
was also the hour and power of darkness, and Saiap 
thGu jx>ured forth all hla malice, and exerted all his 
fury, (o worry anddcstioy this Lamhof God ; althuugb 
Jesus declared, the prince of this world had nathinn 
in him, (i, e.) no corrupt principles or evil paeeiooa aa 
materials on which to work ; yet waa the aoul of JtAus 
assaulted by all th'^ malicious mtifices of hell. It i; 
more than probable, that the greal adversary oTer- 
powered the three diecaples with drowsiness, aad 
caused them to fall into a deep sleep, in order la keep 
every source of creature-comfort from Jeeus during 
this season of conflict and sorrow. In the garden of 
Eden, did Satan gain hia first triumph oi'er aposlale 
man ; hut in Gcthsemaac's garden, did Je&us, as the 
representative and surety of man, give that decisire 
overchrow to the power of etn and S*tan, whi'Oh 
shook to its centre the throne of that arch-fiend. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



H. 



Yen, roine own remitiar frieod, in whom I traated, whicli 
aid eoc of m^ bftiftd, bnlli lifted up bw faeel ngainst me. — 
PbbIbi iii, 9. 

Asd I enid UDta tliem, if ye thiak good, give me my price ; 

and if not, forhear. So tliey weig'lied far my price, thirty 

piecea of siUtii, j\xid the Lojil said uato me, coat it unt-o the 

□ttei : I goodly price diet I tvae pcizi^ii nt a( them. Au.d X 

^took the thirty pircea of silver, and CQst them to tlic pottei ia 

tie HoiueAf the Lard ZecliBriab x,i. l<t,l$, 

Sorely every one acqufiinted with the ]]L$toryof 
.Jesua, as cannecWtl with that of Judfia, must B.clcoaw- 
ge these remarkable versfis to be prophetical of the 
traitorous conduct of that betrayer of Christ. They 
.describe the base deede of one of hia folluwera. It 
hia own familiar friend, which did e&t of hh 
bread, that lifted up his bee! against him. It wm not 
,a opeu euetuj tha.t did him this dishonour; it wad 
one with whom, for near three years and a half, he 
bad dcLily intercourse; during wKich period he liadcon- 
.ntopportimiticsof witnessing the miracles of J(»ua. 
He heaid hie divine discourses, he saw him display hit 
<wer, and, in common with the other disciplee, did he 
receive the kindest treatment from his Maater, to 
whose {lerooD Jud^ publicly pcofeised hjtQKlf faithfully 
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attached: yea, "lie was numbered with the apoatlea, 
ajid obtained a pari ia their miniatry;" but Buch was 
his bypocriej, that the disciples were not ctinscLoas of 
his real character^ To hb care they intrusted the 
elender stock of money — Juda^ kept the bag. Though 
under the maslt of frieiodahiiJ he artfully concealed hia 
perfidious spirit froni the eye of man, yet he could nnt 
deiceive his Lord and Mafiter. Jesus well kaew, 
amongst the tnelre whom he had choeen to be his 
apiostles, one was a devil.* He knew this serpent, 
fostered in hia boeoiu, would betray him. Yet we 
behold the meek and lowly Jesua coodesceDdiug to 
wash those feet which were so shortly to run dd an 
errand of the basest ingratitude. Judas was uumoped 
hy this act of uupaialteled humility; so kiudDeeA 
could soften lies hearty by sin made bard as adamant; 
foritappeftre he inetaotly arofiCiaud, tliough night {a 
time best suited for such deeds of darkness), went to 
the Chief Prieate, and said unto them, if ye think 
good, give me my price ; so they weighed him thirty 
pieces of silver. For that paltry sum did this perfi- 
dious monster sell his Lord and Mas'ter, and engage to 
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deliver him into tlie hatida of Wa biilereat enemies; 
aiid then, to couceal hia base and treacherous con- 
duct, he ming^led vritli his Master's family^, and ert^n 
red to partake 'with them, not only of the paischa.! 
feoBt, but of the Lord's Supper, which was ijifltittited 
immediately after the celebration of the fcBst of the 
passiiver. So i;all<iiia vola the wretch to every fueling 
of remorse ail d pity, that he could, immoved andun- 
reJeDiiiigjy, even receife from the hands of the innO' 

■Et victim of his treachery, the eymbola of the Lord's 
irutsfld body, and blood -shedding. When Jesus 
mildly declared that oae uf tliem would betra;j' hlfll, 
the faithful disuiples, filled with agtouisbmeat and 

ief at the bare iDtiTDation of aucli &a act of perfidy, 
each eagerly exclaimed, "Lord, is it I? \a it I?" 
The hardened Judaa could joio in the cry, and with 
all the efFroDtery of a child of aatan, appeal for a 
confirmation of his innacence; but Jesus knew hia 
hery, though hid benentb the garb of friendship. 
Alas, wretched Judaa ! how little didst thou enjoy thy 
ill-gatten wealth I Thou ha.dst scarcely grasped the 

ice of blood, ere thou didst cast it from thee ; before 

'en the vititim of thy treachery was crucified, thou 
didat cut short thy race an earth, and madly rush on 
thick boBses of Jehovah's buckler; thou didst 
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termuiate tbv wretched course of sin here, to enier oa 
(hine awful stale of eYerlaeting wo. Muthew (he 
Eraogelist infarms us that Juda« huog lumfielf, but 
io the Acts of the Apostles we re&d, that he fell heai- 
fong. and all his bowels gtiabed ouU These seeming 
coDtrudictioDS are easily recoscilied, if ire sappuse, 
which is Dut improbable, that he fell ^m the place 
w^lwnce he Hung himself; aad thus a double maik o(S 
iafamj^ n-as affixed to hia body. What a remarkable 
fulfiliDent of prnphecy, in th^ purchase of Acel- 
dama, that potter's field of blood. Indeed, these 
versea of Zechariah look more lik& the descriptions of 
B coiiteaiparajy, than the predictions of one who liv«d 
at least five hundred and eighty years before the eventi 
narrated actually took place. 

By the Mosaic law, if a serrant was goaded by aji 
OK, the owper of the ox was to pay the mswl^r of that 
servant thirty pieces of ailser : • and for that trifliof 
oiuD it was the blessed Jesus s-as basely sold ; he, 
vhuee price is far above rubies, aod to whom all the 
good things thou canst desire are not to be compared. 
But, while ne deteet the treachery of Judos, let ua be 
careful that we do not commit the like act. Let lu 
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nbf 3ahile Jeaiu Trith the kiss of profeaaloti, nliile we 
are Bccrelly in league witb liie worst enemy, sin : 
licli, of'old, DEiiled Je&us to thecroaa. No wouad* 
aie considered by him so severe, as those wherewitli 
ho iff wonaded in the house of his friends.* 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



^^F" yV^fn ibe wicked, eren mice enemies and 1117 fool, Dime 
upHMi me (a eat vp laj'fl^^bi they atiunbl-eij and TbU- — Paalin 
x irii. 2. 

K 

^K TjiE Psalm from which tills verse ia SBlected, was 

^Kwritten by Da.vid king of Inrael, wh^n under the 

^BeacMngBof the H0I7 Spirit. David iini^uBatioQahly 

proved himself a. mighty maa of valour ; and by the 

help of his God did he overcome troops of foea; 

indeud, as a warrior, he is surpassed by none. But 

still these words are not strictly applicabie to Darid i 

though he slew many by theaword; yet we never hear 

that auy of hts unmiunded enemies fell before him : 

^nind tve dnd but one solitary instance on record, of a 

^■T»i>dy of armed men falling to the ground, only on a 

single word spoken by their adversary, The instance 
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to whicli we allude, was an event whicli occurred in 
the garden of GethRcmane, wheo a. company of men 
went to apprehend Jesua. We find a band of Roman 
eoldiera, armed m for war, (aenl by the Chief Priest,) 
attended by their officera, and a, Iarg:e concourBc of 
perEODH, u-howere also provided with weaponSj lanterns, 
and torches, th^t they might aecurc Jesus, whom w^see 
coining forth to naeetthem, unarnjed, a,nd Rccompanied 
only by the disciples. With all the dignity of con- 
scious lDnooenc«, we hear him inquiring whom the j 
seelt; when told, Jeaug of Nazareth, he mildiy 
answered, / ami " but instead of infitantly seizing 
their prey^ they go baekwards, and fall prostrate on 
Ihe ground. Is this the conduct of Roman warriorE! 
What was it which eu soon relaxed the nerves, and 
dftinped the hrayery of a soldiery, famed fpr their dis- 
cipliue and valour ^ It was not threats nor irieitaces ; 
It was not promises nor bribes; nor wu it the sight (^ 
a company more numerous than themselves. It wu 
none of those causes which usaally paralyze the 
exertions of aoldiera. Surely then there was an 
almighty pO'Wer accompanying the word spoken, for wo 

• Inm. The rendei willohaene the word He is written in 
ilclicB, io denote that It was not ia the Qii^inal, but 844e<i ^3 
thd trntiBktoTS. 
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find all th'iG diemay and coaiternatioQ was occasioned 
only at the simple word of Jesue. Then n-aa tha.1 
prophecy of Isaiah accomplished, who, 'w-heu apeakiog 
of the Bratich out of Je&se's Root, said, *"■ He should 
amite the eaMb with the Rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips should he slay the witked'"^ 
Truly they had cause for dismay; for they were con- 
tending with nontt other than the glortoue personage, 
the Great I am, who appeared to MoBesat the hush; 
and the &anie power which Bmat« them to Che earth, 
could, if lie had pleased .[deprive them of life. Surely 
this mtist be acknowledged to be one of the greatest 
iDiracIes performed by Jesue in the dayE of hia flesh) 

^■u it v&s produced by apparently the Blightest exertion 

^Bpf hia power. 

W 

^ Why 



CHAPTEH XXXVI. 



Why do Ibe L^atlien rs-ge, md the people imBgliie a run 
tbJDgl The kings of (le earth set thtmaelvea, and tlie rule-ra 
UkB oounael together, against the Lord, sod Bg;3iiiBt lits 
■Dointeil. — PaBim ii. 1 , '2, 



The whole of this Psalm is desci-iptiv^ of the 

leniah, and we are not destitute of strong; proofs to 

Irrant our ^pplyiag it to Jesus. We fiod perEonS of 
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differeDtdeaoaiiiiationsaad rank JQ society, even kings, 
priests, ecribeti [ind phariaeea, Jews aitd Gendles, io 
league to perMCute anddeetroy an innocent indiridual. 
Of tbe JevrawG see Cataphas the High Priest, at the 
head of the Sanhedrim, from day todayin consuha- 
lian oa t]i« b^^t and most effectual fnethods to secuie 
and destroy the victim of their dUpleasure. Of the 
Ci^jjtile party are Herod and Pilate, deputy kings or 
goremors ander Cfesar, asaiated by the Roman soldiers, 
^fiiCtinding and consenting to the plans of the Jewish 
rulers and people. We see these men forget their 
national and persoaal aDiniositieB, to join in the 
scheme. Yea Herod and Pilate, although at enmity 
before, on this occasion lay aside their resentments, ■ 
beccune friends, and act in unison. But why " do these 
heathens rage, and againet whom do these kings of _ 
the earth act themBelveB," and wherefore all this con- ■ 
auliation and contrivance \ Is it to secure & powerful 
tyrant, the scoui^e of an oppressed nation ? Is it to ■ 
subdue an usurper who has a^risea to trample on and 
orerthmw the existing; authorities at the state ; or is 
it to bring to justice a wretch who has violated her 
lawn, and by his ciioieB and euoFinitieB become the 
dreibd and fear of bis race 1 No — but it is against the 
meek and lowly Jesus, who had never refused to pay 
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ibute to wliom tribute was due, who had nerer 
attempted to eetsibliBh a kingdioin amoDgst the princes 
of the eaithi but when solicited to do bo, had ever 
cheeked the prapositiaa, as his kingdom v;&& not of 
this world; he could challenge his bitt>ereBt eoeinies 
In prove against him any violation of the laws, either 
o£ MoBea or C<esar; oor did J^sus iiittenipt to esca))e 
from them, but was daily to he found either in the 
temple, Of about th&citj or its suburbs, attended by a 
handful of unarmed followers. There ie onecircum- 
etabce which deserves particular atieation, &s it tende 
to show the extreme warmth and rage of his perse- 
Gutora. The night Jesua was apprehended, was the 

iTy night the Jews celebrated the passtn-er: after 
which ordinance, the whole of the people were for- 
idden to go abroad, qp leave theif houses until the 

orning." But so eager were these infuriated people 
accomplish their plans, that is opposition to thia 

vith command, they go out to seize JeBus, whom 
they take to the palace of the High Priest, where the 
scribes and the elderaof the people also asBemble, to 
■contrive measurea to get Jesus cm ciSed, It appears 
more than probable that tliey eat in •council the whole 
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niglit, as we leave them late in the Gv^eoing thus em- 
ployed, and very early in the morning we find [hem 
still engaged on the B&iue eubject. SoEoon as it ni 
day, they lead Jesus to the hall of Pilate. " But why 
do th« Iieatheii rage, and th« people imagine a tub 
tiling? Against wliom do the kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rukrs take counsel together?" 
Hon ead their mistake, if they imagined they nere 
only planning the deBtruction of n. poor Jewigh car- 
pentei'ssQn, whoa, i a fact, their schemes were against 
the Lord, and agaiost hie anointed. It was not from 
any lack of eTidencei tlia.t they denied Jesus to be the 
Christ of Gnd. The language he used qd another 
occasion, U fitrtt^tl^y applicable to them, amd to all timet ' 
who do not acknowledge Jesue as the God Mesiiahi 
" Many good works have I showed you from the 
Father ; for which of thme worka do yon atone roe ? it , 
I do not the works of my Father, helieve me not ; bat i 
if I do, though ye beliere not msj heliere the works, 
that ye may know and believe that the Father ia in 
me, and 1 inl*im." The ple^of ignorance when the 
means uf better information are ia out power, will only 
increase out coadeotaation. We may all peruse tha 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make us wise anto 
fiEilvatiOD through f&ith which Is ia Christ Je^u?, for 
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ail Bcripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctriD'C, for reproof, for correction, for 
instniction la riglitfleusness that the man of God may 

be p«/fect, thoroughly furiuBhed unto aJI good worka." 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 



FbIrb witaesBSB did rise up; iLe^ latd tomj c huge things 
lliit I knew not — Psahn xxxv, II. 
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Where shall we find olb more unjustly aocused, 
thaa JesuB. They falsely declare him to be a blas- 
phemer and seducer of the people. His enemies, io 
order to give an appeamace of justice to their pio- 
ceediDgs, (for they were determined to destroy him) 
proceeded to call witnefsea againet him ; a oioclt trial 
eosues before Cataphaa the High Priest; but, though 
fvitnesseB are perjured, their testimoa^ agre&s not 

ether. They indeed accuse him of having threat- 
ened to destroy their temple and huild it again in 
three days; but they can prove nothing. It ia true, 
that Jesus, when speaking of his death and resurrec- 
tion, said, destroy this temple, and after three days 
use it up again. But this he spake of his 
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body, of which their temple was a type.' It was the 
honoured apot, in which the Lord met with and 
bleosed hie people, and the body of Jesus was ho' ■ 
naured aa the dwelling place ortentple of the Lord 
of Glory. God did indeed dwell in an house of clay 
which, agreeably to his own prediction, was laid low, 
«ven to the groucd, and, after three days, he raised 
it Tip again, without human aid or art. These words 
are made the subject of their accuaation; bat, theA 
chaise 13 BO childish and ridiculoua, that it deserves ^ 
to be treated with contempt. It is & little extraordi- 
nary, that they did not bring against him the prophecy 
bfi had delivered of the utter ruin which, before that 
generation should have passed away, he had declared 
the Romans woold bring upon their devoted city and 
temple. But they Gautiously refrain from Bpeaking on 
that Bubjoct, and proceed to accuse him of blaEphemy, 
but here agua tbey can prore nothing. CaiaphaiH 
artfully enough, adjures the condemned, by the liviag 
God, to tell him plainly, if he were the Christ, the Son 
of God. To which question Je^ns replies, by boldly _ 
declaring bis Godhead, aad saying, that here&fter they ^ 
should Bee him coming in the clouds of Kearen, us 
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their Judge. The High Priest then rent hie niELatle, 
and they pronounced him worthy of death. By the 
law of Mosea, persoQB ^ilty of blasphemyr were ta 
be ataned to dealh. Tbe Jews being a conquered 
people, Iiad not the power to infiict bo severe a 
puoiahmeDt, they, therefore, take J«su3 before tbe 
Roman GoTemor, and rehemently accuse him of 
perverting th^ natioa, foibiddisg to give tHbute to 
Cwsar, iayin^, that, he himself was Chriat a King, 
and that he stirred up the people, begianiag from 
Galilee to Jenisalem. But how false and unjust the 
accueation. Cassar, throughout his vast dominions, 
had not a more hoaoarabl« Or obedient eubject, nor 
me who by examplft or precept, better taught the 
true interest of the king and nation. He, indeed, 
preached from Galilee to Jerusalem, but net with 
words of Bedition and strife, far he stirred up the peo- 
ple to practise such a reSned und exalted eysteni of 
etMcB, that those of the far-famed heathen moralists 
sialt intg iqeignificance and contempt, when their 
•entiments are coaipared wiih the doctrines of moral- 
ity a« lattght by Jesua and his Apostles. — " Love yonr 
eaemies, bless tbem that curse you, do good to tbem 
that hale you, and pray for them which deepitefully 
use you and persecute you, and whauoever ye would 
o2 
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Hi|l< rliii [ininili rfciMi|tiiiiii ill Till I J 111 " Ill 

^Ml« Cmht tbe tliiA^ llkat are Cjecu'c, u>d oste 

Oiud l^ic lltiufpi tliai are God'*." He eren irroogbt a 

BkifBcI* to furaUh the me&u of paying his owd aod 

dlicifilei' tribute money. But ve caaoot find an 

ltitttiii('« vi lii« working a. miracle to supply his ovn 

oacotiitio*, ultliuugh to poor tha^ he had aat wh^K to 

Iny Ilia lictod, Ke ever taught the Jewish nation and 

llU AponLk-M, luid through them the -world, to reudet 

tiiitn nil iiion tlicir diiCi whether of tribute, cnataix, 

ur liuimur. Hu enjoined them to submit them- 

•olvi'a to tlio Potren that be, and, to obey tbe 

Uwa of Ihoir SoveroignH and civil Magistratea 90 hi 

M thry uiight hv in unieaa with the cammands of 

Gnd. Although ho spoke u> freely of the daties of 

|li« stihji-4M, Iio tntated the ^at ones of tb« earth m 

jMa Hccouuulilc to God, for the talents eatnisted totfl 

thotr iiharj*. Hb Apostles, taught by (b™ dmM 

Lonl and Master. uHtLvr flauered the vices, am 

(<Mirtfs.l the faroun of kings or oobtes, ix Aey wim 

iM ainx^phaats. Althou^ the doctiiae of Jcaaa «■ 

w |<ui9 aad Qodlikv, »wl hk life displavvd mif 

«ilta«<, ifK ta tkii ^t tWn wv M gwle) nA, la ^ 

taly •■• aBMfjK Aden's r«c«^ who na free feaa 
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sin, yet against him waa the toagueof the slanderer 
buB^i and calummy dared to rdse her voice. Yea 
" false witnesses did rise up and lay to bis charge 
tliiuge Lhut he knew not" 



I 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



:□( t, u a d^af Hum, tear^ not ; «iiil I -win an * duuli maa 
tbal openedi not bis inoutb. TLuh, 1 vaa as fe m&a thai hcar- 
ethitot,siidm <i<hose moutli Bie no reproofe. FsbLh iKXTiiii 
13, 14. 

Does aot the perusal of these wordQ le&d tiie mind 
back to the palace of Caiaplias, and the hall of Pila.te, 
when Jefitis appear&d there, Biirraunded by his falood- 
tLirat^r perEecutors, who, ia the bitteraesa of their 
malice, rehemently and unjustly accuse him of 
crimes his soul ablioTred. But, the meek and lowty 
Jesus beard theii falsehoods with silent composure. 
Their caluonie? araueed so anfry paesioos in his 
spotless soul. Though conacious of the injustice of 
tlieir proceedings, he made do remotistrnL'Ce. Even 
Pilate maivelkd at his sileoce, and exclaimed, hear- 
eat thou not how many things these witness against 
tbee? But Jesus answered not a wg^di He was " as 
a deaf man who heard nut, or as one that is dumb so 
be opened not hie mouth,'' Yet his silence wm not 
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the efiect of sullecaess, and, though iimoceiit of 
crimes alleged agaiaei him, he deigned not to vindi- 
cate liis cliaraiiter, nor did his noble' Bpirit etoop 
to loEtd with reproach even his bitterest enemies. 
" Tliaugh reviled, he ranled ii'Ot again ; in hie moutli 
there wereno reproof&," Jesus, awareofthesituatinn 
in which he stood as Che sinner's surety, looked be- 
yond the bar of Pilate^ to tlie TrifauoiLl of God's 
Justice : for though no sin was in him, yet, by impu- 
tation, he was loaded vriih sid.* Though he wu 
UDJUHily condemned to death by the Roman Governor, 
he viewed the sentence gooe foith againat him in (be 
Court of Heaven, and, seeing the hand of the Lord in 
thia matter, he was dumb, and opened not his moutb, 
"" because thou, O God, didst it," This is discovered 
in the reply he ma.dB to Pilate's imperious questioD, 
" Knoweet thou not, that 1 have power to crucify thee, 
and bare power toreEeafie thee?" Jesus answered, 
" thou couldest hare ao power at all against me, ex- 
cept it were given thee from above," Although 
iDDOcent of the crimes preferred againEt him, at 
Pilate's bar, yet, Jesus knew that he stood charged 
before God, with the imputed mass of his people's BtJU 



I 
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for wbich he had made himself responsible. Ja it not 
to tliiSf we must attribute the otherniae eittragrdinajy 
BilfiDue Jesua maaifeBted a.t the injustice of Pilate's 
aeoteDce t 

^^Ki 1/ly loven mi oij friendH rtuid aloof from mj sore, and mjr 
kinsmsn itond afnr off.— Psalm xxxviii .11, 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 






How foreiblo &nd Just the reraarTt of the wisest of 
men, " that every man Ls a friend to him that givetli 
gifts.^' But, in the day of adversity, how few are 
treated with kiadoesaaod atteatiooby their former eic- 
^Daintanc^ stud profeEsed friends. At one time w« see 
£re thouBand, a.ai at another four thouaaad persons, 
partaking of the bounty of Jesus. Afterwards we 
beholtj a Multitude foUawiag Mm; but, he who knei^ 
dieir motives declared it was" for the sake of the 

LTCsund fishes. " When he waaso actively engaged 
iD healing the eiuk aod diseased, From all parta they 
crowd around, and call htm Lord and Master; but, 

sooner di^es the black cloud of adversity lower over 
le head of this Benefactor of our race, than the 
Clinging throog depart ; even his immediate disciples 
who had Bhared hia friendship, forsook him, and fied 
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at the very first appeamace of danger. So precipi- 
tate were they tiia.t they stayed not to inquire or consi- 
der if miscliief was likely to befal them, by theii ad- 
herence to their Master. Only aiiNlotis for their owg 
safety, they leave him alone and unprotected, to frtrug- 
glewith dangers and difBcuItiea. Butonediacipleiefouud 
in the hall of Judgment, and eren he, with oaths and 
curseSr denies any knowledge of the despised Nasa- 
rene. But, were none fauod to eapouse his caaae? 
Did not the recipients of his hounly appear for hia 
rescae? Were not those ton.gues whose power* cf 
articulation Jesua had resCared, heard to plead for 
mercy ? Did aat those eyes he had blessed wilh 
vieion, with tears supplicate compaBsioD for their bene- 
factor? Were not (hose n'ithered arms he had healed, 
upraised to shield from lasult the giver of their 
Btrengtb ? Did not those he had delivered from the 
power of the grave, boldly abed their hearts' blood to 
rescue, from the arm of cruelty and oppression, the 
restorer of their life? No! Silent as the grave was 
every tongue in his defence; no advocate was heard to 
plead his cause ; no friendly arm was outstretched ts 
succour or support the oppressed Saviour ^ " Lover and 
friends stood aloof 5'om his sore, and his kiDunen 
etood afar oC" 
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J gM« my back to tbe Bmitere, and m; cLeeka to thfm tliBt 
' ^luckai off the Lair; I hid not ray face from ahamt: add 
■ipJltEng. — Isaiib 1. G. 

^FoR the fulfilment of this prophecy, we have only 
go back Ca the hall Praetoiium, where we behold 
e blessed Jesua sarrouaded by a band of Ramaji 
soldiers, who treat him with every Bpecies of indignity. 
Not content with having Bcomged him, (a pu&iah- 
ment considered too ignoble to be inflicted on a Irw 
born Roman)" they proceed to iiiEult his Kingly 
Office. The purple robe, the leedy sceptre, the 
crown of lhorQ&, the bended kn&e, and the Halutation, 
" Hajl, King of the Jews," are all used in mockery. 
What cruelty, mixed with in&iilt, waa here; had sport 
^Knly been intended, a crown of reeda had sufficed. 
But no, it must be a crown of thornsj and that not 
gently plaeed on his head, but its sharp puinta were 
forcibly etruck in. His Prophetical Office is ne:tt 
profaned, by blindfolding and amiuDg him on the 
face, cryi»([, prophesy who it was that imote ihoe. 
They even dare to epit in his face, which by every 
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people ia coneidered the greatest iadigaity that can 
be offered, but especially bo fa; the JewuH uatiao, 
unongfit whom, if a fatheT did but apit in hn inv^h- 
ter's face, she was- treated aa imcleaa aevea days.* 
The Roma-Dfi were accustomed to present a civic 
CTown, composed of oak leaves, to him who h&d saved 
the life of a fellow citizen, but when Je«ii4 literally 
laid dowD hiB life to save from everlasting death a ■ 
countless multitude, whom no man can number, of ' 
the citizens of earth, no Kuch civic honourG veit 
awarded him. When >our firet pareals apoKtatLzed 
from God, the earth wa£ curaed for th-eic sake, and 
made hi briog forth briaia a-nd thoroa, but Jeaui 
only, of Adam's race, was ever crowaed with thora*. 
What a spectacle for the angela of light to witness! 
The God of glory insulted and mocked bj worms of 
the earth! To behold that sacred face, before which 
they were woat to bow with adoration and love, co- 
yered with ahame and Bpttting;. But the season of 
aorrow and of Buffering is uow past, and Jesus, the Sou 
of the Most High, is receiving the just mwaid of his 
Bufferiiig? and humiliatioa.t That head, torn and * 
lacerated by the rugi^ed tborn, is now adorned witb 
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I masj crownij and that iace, oace obscured by shame 
and GpittiDg, now shuies with rafulgent brightneas. 




CHAPTER XLI. 

Us i| des-pisBd end lejecteil uf mea ; a maa at eamwa, aad 
moquunted wi(b grief; asd we bid, aa it w«ie, out faces from 
him i Le was deapised, and we eateenLed bim aot. — Isiiiaii 
liii. 3. 

Thus enith the Lord, (ba Redeemei of Israeli and hia Holj 
One, 10 him whom m&B d^apiaetli, ta Lfm whom the uAtioD 
Bbhonelbt to a aerrant of rulers, Kings stsll Bee and ariie, 
j)H&e6fl blga ahtill woisliiji, because of the Laid that is fziithfiit, 
and th« Uol; One of larael^snd he ahall choose thee. — Isaiab 
ilii.7. 

H£ttE itgain, w« are called upon, to behold Jeeus, 
e.xposed ta shame, reproach, and Borrow. " He was 
m the world, and the -world was made by him, yet the 
noild knew him not." " He came; unto hie awn, aod 
his own received him not." Though his visit was 
OD errand of mcrcjj yet he was treated as the aEFecgur- 
iog of all things. " He was de§pi«ed and rejected 
of men, himself a jnan gf sorrowa, and acquainted with 
g^f ; and we hid, aa it were, our faces from him ; he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not," " Away 
nith him ; crucify him," was the public cry. And 
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to Pilate's ijueedoD, whether of the twain will ;e 
tb^t I release unto yon, Barabbafi or J«flus? the; 
all, as with one voice, instantly exclaim, " aot tbis 
man, but Baiabbas.." Thus, he who had been cast 
into prison for sedition and murder, was relea.sed, tai 
Jesus rejected. Yet itwas" Jehovah's Holj One, the 
Redeemer of Israel, the Mighty God of Jaicob, whcm 
maa deepised, whom the nation abhorred, who was as 
a seirant to Rukra." We may shudder at the indig- 
nities offered to the Son of God when he tabernacled 
on earth, and the thought may croas the mind, had I 
been present, [would not have joined in oppoaing and 
iiiBulting the meek and lowly JeEua. Good, myfrieod, 
but allow me affectionattly to remind yflu, that if jou 
are still at enmity to God by wicked worlts ; if yon 
have not Bubmitted your heart aareserredly to the 
Lord, nor accepted his &ee offers of pardon and re' 
coTiciliatian, through the blood and righteoasnese of 
Jesug; if you are not simply Testing by faith on the 
vicarious sacrifice of Christ, as the only propitiation 
for sin, and trnating solely to his perfect) yet imputed. 
righteousness, as the ground of your acceptance widi 
God, you are, to all iot«nta and purposed, tkcting the 
like part, or even worse^ than did the ancient rejecten 
tff JesuSj for you despise and reject the Rodeemer of 



Israel, amidst the full blaze of ^spel light. " If 
lie that despised Modes' l^vr, died without mercy, of 
haw much sorer punishmeDt, auppoEe ye^ ehaJI he be 

IAought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, aad hath counted the hlood of the covenant, 
wherewith he wu s&netified, an unholy thing, and h&th 
done d^pite unto the Spirit of grace?" We know 
him that hath aa.id, " Vengeance beCougeth unto me ; 
I wiil leconipense, eaith the Lord."" 

But let ua not forsake our own mercies, nor longer 
^Mespise and reject the Christ of God, nor ligbtly 
esteem that salvation, to purchase which, he was 
coDtent ta suffer ignominy and sorrow. Let us bow 
with hufbility tmd rbveieace " before the Redeemer 
of lerael." Let ub bend the willing knee in adora- 
tion and gra.titiide before Jehovah's Holy One, of 
^■'vhom thus saith the Lord, " Kings shall see and 
arise; PrincEta also shall worship before him; the 
Gentiles ehaJl come to his light, and Kings to the 
brightness of his rising." " Nations, the learned 
^Bbld the rude," shall bow bofo^e the Mighty Oaeof 
Jacob, fall prostrate to his all conquering; grace, and 
,'«bI] the Redeemer blessed. 




CHAPTER XLIL 



Bnt ! BUL a iroim, uiil no mut ; a teprOBch, of auD, and 
dsspiMd of the people. — Paalm luii. 6. 

Do we not here inatajLtly recognise the las^^Q 
of the deapiaed Nazarene ? And is not the whole 
PsiliD a striking deBcription of his unparalleled auf- 
feriDgB,cif hifi unprecedeoted degiadatioa and humility ? 
He whose will farmed the universal law of nature r 
lie who mai-sh&lkd the st^ra, ^ai called them allbj 
name; who bid the planets roll, and the sun tu 
Ehine; who gave the orb of day hie splendid rays, 
and lent the moou her silverj light ; he whose word 
the congregated watecs of the ocean felt and owned, 
vhen he said, " hitherto shall thou come, bat oa 
fiirther, and here shall thy pioud waves be stayed" — 
he who shiwed the throce of Deity,* and received the 
adorations of glorified saints, of Cherubim and Se- 
raphim, Md before whwe footatwl ■ewu Gabriel 
bowed and worshipped. f He whose right it wa£ to 
reigo in Heaven, condescended to TJsil this, his 
distant Idngdoin, and tabernacle here fur a season in 
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* Fulffl Gx< !• ZeoL, Kiiii 7, 
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the garb of hamajiity. Surely, if the Lord of Heaven 
and Euth d'eigned, for great and wise purposes, to 
enter this lower world, it was undoubtedly his juat 
right to have appeared in all the oiojeBt; and splen- 
dour becoming his rank, and thufl to have displayed 
liimself as the glorious God, Was it not a conde- 
Bce&iiao in the second person of the glorious Trinity 
to BSBUffie the cha,ra«ter and office of Medi&tor ? Bat, 
how unspeakably great his coodescenBion in taking 
our nature into union witb his Divine PergoD, even 
I if it bad always retained the epkadoura exhibited to 
^Hhe three disciples on the mount of trans deration. 
Ib there not just reason to believe the human naCurs 
U which De'ity was united, as far exceeded in its 
^_ Jiative powers acd faculties the rest pf mankijld*; 
^Kks that the intellectual powers of the justly cele- 
^Vteated Newton exce&ded the mental capacities of an 
^BUiot? We hehald the God-mtm, Christ Je3u», to' 
luntaiily waiving hia just claipi to glory, and appew- 
ing, as the Prophet described, " without form or come- 
licess ;" for in the eyes of those who saw him " there 
■iftan DO beauty that ih^y should d«sir$ htm." He wsA 
exposed to every species of scorn and contempt, his 
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name a. reproach, himself an outcast, the sport and 
ridicule of the Jewish nation. We diacorer Jesus, aj 
the surety of man, cheerfully lay aaid« for a season 
B.II his visible and personal glory', to recompense the 
injury God's manifeated glory had sustaiaed by ih« 
creature's sin, And as ^dam the creature, eisned in 
&gplrii)g to be SA Oodf, eo Christ, the Sod of God, 
in making reatitutioD, condeEcended to assume the 
creature. The satisfaction of Jesus did not txataU 
merely in his obedience and suffering, but also in hif 
abaeemeDt and humiliation, He emptied himeelf, as 
it -were, of all personal gloiyf to honour God, who, 
in the peraaa of God the Fatlier, covenanted to maij)- 
taiaaod demand the honour and dignity due to God' 
head>§ The apostasy and disoWdieucii of maa had 
reflected dishonour on Gcmj, therefore Jesus submitted 
to shame and reproach, and to ha.vv his personal gloiy 
debased to make reparatien. The lower he humbled 
himfielf, the greater honour did he reflect upon Gfld, 
and the greater wa^ the display of his lore to man. 
"When we consider the character of him with whom it 
13 no " robbery to be equal with G«d," aud contrast 
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le true dignity of his person, vith his apptardnce 
d receptioQ on eaith, we are overwhelmed at the 
«xteDt of his seal for his Father'a hrtnour, and hU 
lore for the fallen lace of Adam, which prompted him 
deEcead from the heights of giory and blessedness 
to take the lowest rank, and most humbled eituation*, 
in society, to raise and exalt bis enemiea to a par' 
Ic^ipatioii a.nd share in the glon^s of his Heavenly 
Kingdom. Surely " this was compassion like a God." 



CHAPTER XLIII. 



^^ * Ha wtu oppr-eiseil, and be was afflicted, yeE te opened ual 
Lis mouth : lie ii brouglil a a lanib to the alaugUlei, md as ■ 

IBheep WDioherelieiirtiisU dunb, «g Leop«iiednDtlus month, 
L-IraJabliii. 7. 
k It is Eca^(^ely j)oesibIe not to see that it is Jesus 
■rho ia here held forth tu our vi&w. Who so oppressed 
fmi afflicted as he? Who so patient nuder insult 
and tyrannical cruelty? Who eo ailent under the 
.jroico of calumny? What lamb so patient under 
baud of the destroyer ? H« did not reiist, 
did not oppose ; yea, he did not even attempt 
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to vindicate his conduct; but, with meekness, ^en- 
tleo&EB, and {heerfuluess did he hear, bear, and suffer, 
all tha-t malice could devise, or cruelty in^ct. Al- 
though he bore tlieir unjust treatment without mar- 
miuing, ^et his yfas not the tame eubmissioa of one 
inBenaible of wrong, or incapable of resistance.* 

Under the Islw, the laiDb inCt^nded as & sacrifiH 
was first taken to the door of the taberoade, that the 
priest might hare. any opportunity to discorer if it 
was free from blemish ;f aod Jesus the La^mb of God 
was not oS«red aa a sacrifice without being first 
brought bound before the High Priest. But be, 
blinded by prejudice and pasaioo, neglected to per-f 
form this part orhi$ a&<:6. Yet this spotless lamb 
was Dot led forth for slaughter, [before hie purity had 
been attested ; and, though the Priest refused to do 
it, Herod and Pilate gave their testimony to the 
fact, that in him they oould find no fault. He vat 
perfectly free Arom spot or blemish. He alone is the 
Lamb whose sacrifice can benefit either Jew or Geu' 
tile. It would be euy to shew, that all other sacri- 
fices were but typical of this Lamb, viewed ae slain, 
firom the foundation of the world; bnt, ft« it is moiJB 
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'CDimected with type than prophecy, it would be iin- 
iToperhere. 




CHAPTER XLIV. 



He iras taken rrom prison and TTOm JudgmeDl : nnd vrbfi 
shall declare bia g^aeratififi 1 far he was cut c? out of tho 
land of the livJDg, Tor Che trBUBgieBsion of mj people waa he 
gtricken. — laainhliii, 8. 

^L Hb[ie the Prophet preeeota ua with ait'ithcr aket-cb, 
^■' which BO exactly coire&jnoDds with many features in 
the sufferings of Jesus, that we caDDot well tnislB-ke, 
if we coDGider bixa as th« person intended. What 
fiupinnesB do we hehold in the cause of truth, how 
fai^t are the esertions to promote the QIqtj of God, 
to whom are we indebted for all spiritual Etud tempo- 
ral blessings. Surely, the discipUs of Christ, £a every 
age, must bltigh to couipaje their want of zeal for 
their Master's Glory, with the ardour and unwearied 
perseverance displayed by the adversaries of the 
Lord. What exertion and deterniinatina ofpurpoae, 
is discoverable in tho persecutore of Jesus. If they 
cannot accomplish their object ia one way, they at- 
l«Dpt it in another, If Asnas or Caiaphae have not 
the power (Judea beio^ under the Roman yoke) to 
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execute JeiauE, hia eD>eiDies, notbin^ dauDted, trj 
Pilate and Herad, ffam ^hosd tribuaal, ihe inDoceiii 
sufferer is again canreyed back tu the Judgment 
Hall of Pilate, and cventuall; lo Calvary. Tliut 
was the blessed Jeous led bound by bis iufiultiug 
persecutori, fiom place to place, and compelled to 
waJk many a wcajUoue mile, aurraunded by aa in- 
censed rabble, wbo thirsted for his blaod. He K-as, 
Indeed, taUea from prison and from judgment, but, 
who shall declare bis generation. We may trace bis 
journeys and count the number of hia years on earth; 
but, we caanat name the period of time, when he fint 
began his existeace; for he existed as God, from 
Gverlastiag to everlasting.* We hear the Jews Eas- 
ing " As for this fellow, we know pot whence he ia." 
Aa mao, we siee bim cut off out of the laad of the 
living. And the Prophets and Apostles, all Join in 
stating, that it was " for th« transgre&sions of his 
people, he was stricken." Thej a^aia and again 
repeat the same sentiment. We are not left with a 
solitary proof or two, on a subject of so much impon- 
snce; but it is written as with aBunbeam, throughout 
the whole canoD of ecnpture. We should nerer 
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^Tiew the eufFerlugs of Jesus, but in coaoexion with 
tiie precious truth, that it vtas " fur the traDsgreBsion 
of his people he was Btricken." 



^™^ ■ "For Aoea !ib 



CHAPTER XLV. 



For dogi hsiTe compaBSEd me ; ibe aasemhly of (lie nicked 
biTe encloaed me ; Cbey bare piercbd my hands uid my f«tt. 
^Fidbn xiiii 16. 

^K We ca.iiDot witli any degree of consisteocy, apply 

Bthese words to D&vid. It is true he waa oflen sar- 

^f mtmdletli by foea, and encom passed by adreraaries; 
I 

hut, nerer were his sorraws and eufierlogs fif the kind 

B'kre described. By the spirit of Prophecy, he epok« 

of the sufferings of Jesu^, and to him alone can we 

with truth apply these words, or indeed, the whole 

Psalm. 

We Bee Jesus surtDUiided by men, who, far their 

UDgQTernable rage, are not unaptly compared to dogs; 

and the assemblies befure ^vhom he waa brought, 

proved by their conduct lowarda him, that they were 

unjust Rulers. What they called the Hall of Judg- 

SMat, waa, in thie case, the eeat of iojuetice and op- 

{Vflsnon. Oa every side, did the assemblies of the 

rjriolwd eaclode him ; yea, they crucified hiai, by 
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which act they pierced hia hands and Us feet. Cru- 
ci£}d«ii wan not a Jewish pufliehmenl, but one nsed 
by the Romans, and they considered it so diBgracefiil 
that it was not allowed to be executed on a. Rotnan, 
howevier heinous his criinee. It was only slaves, and 
perflone belonging to the coDquered territori-es of the 
Roman Govennueut, T^bo w«re s«ateaced tg a Aes^ 
alike ignominions, * painful, and lingering. It was 
aham^ful, ^sthe c^tadetufied aJways atiffered aaJced;it 
was extremely painful, for they phced the sufferer on 
the croaa when on the ground, the feet and outstretch- 
ed arnis, were then mailed to the wood, which being 
upraised, and one end fixed in a bole in the grotind, 
the sudden jirk occaaioned the most excruciatiaK 
pains to the whole body. And when we consider 
that the nails w«re drivcD thrsugh the palma of the 
hands, and the aoles of the feet, the most nerToiis parts 
of the body, the mind sickens at the thought, and is 
unwilliDg to dwell longer on so distressing ao otyect; 
humanity sends forth a wish that death may speed- 
ily relieve the auEFerer. But, as no wound is inflicted 
on any part of the body absolutely necessary to eris- 
Wnce, the unfortunate sufferei often lin^Ts many ur 



I 



143 



hour in thia extreme agony, before the poirers of 
□atare are exhausted a.Dd dea.th Gtoe.eB the Bceiie. 

Ttiie is but a faiot outline of the BufferiDgs of cru- 
clGxioii, to which the Prieata and Rulera sentenced 
theblessed .lesus, whomwese^ goiig forth to the place 
of execution, carrying hia own cross, and fainting be- 
neath the load. Bia unfeehog persecutors, fearing, lest 
he should espir« by the road, sad tbua disappoint 
them in their cruel design, lay hold of a Cyreuian, 
named Simon, -whom they couip&I to bear the cross 
to Calvary, a spot, rendered sacred to memory by 
the aufferinge of Jesus, -who humbled himself unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Yte, he who 
could commund a legion of angels to his rescue, here 
Bubmitted to a painful and igoaroinious death. Do 
we hear the Prophet inquire *' Wherefore art thou red 
in thine apparel, and thy garments like bim that 
Ireadeth the wine-Tat?" Jeeus replies, I have trod- 
den the wiae-preBs alone ; and of the people there 
was none with me ; and " I looked and thefe was none 
to help; and I wondered that there waa none to up- 
hold : therefore, mine own arm brought salvation." 
Whenever we look to the croea of Jesus, we should 
eye him as " tlie surety of lita people," as th« "just 
Aufierlng for the unjust, to bring siitnerB unto God." 
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It was for them he W9pt, bled, groaned, agonized, and 
died. But whiU Christ cru<;ified is to the "Jews 
a BtumbliDg block, and aato the Greeks foo1tE.haeM, 
it is unto them thtbt are called, bath Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Christ the po'wer of God, and the wisdom of 
God." JesuB, that he miglit eanctify the people 
with his own blood, " suffered without the gate." 
" Let us therefore go forth unto him without the 
camp, bearing hia reproa.ch." Jesus suffered a pain- 
ful, shameful, and igDomiaious death, to delirer hj« 
people from the bitter pains of eternal death. His 
cruciGxioD is the procuring cause of their salvation ; 
for he died that they might lire. Ought we oot to 
admire and adore the wisdom of out God, who could 
caiue BucH invaluable good to spring Out of what) 
distinctly considered, was an act of such injustice and 
eraelty. We see the persecutors of Jesas. fuH gf furj 
and iodiguation, executiiig their cnieldes an the inno-^ 
cent object of their abhorrence. But, at the same 
time, we discover, that by their instrumentality, the 
deaigos of God are accomplishe-d. Not that tbeii 
6nme ie id the least degree lessened. No, the hatred, 
malic*, eury, injustice, rage, and cruelty, was aQ 
their own act and deed, and the &in and guilt, con»- fl 
qaent oa the foul tran^ession, is with justice laid (o 




their chaise. The mural evil at the act, Ib in nawUe 
diminbhed b; the Lord's averruiimg it to accomplish 
hift purposes and ma-king it minister to his slory. H« 
can make " the vnatb of man piMfie Mm, but ihe re- 
Enainder of tbat wrath he will reetraiii." 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

My God, my God, -whf Last tlkoii foTBatea meT Why art 
than at) fu fr«ia bdpiog me, ami htan tLe '^oidB of mj 
letring'! — Ftalm xsii. 1. 

If we would know whose laugaoge tliis ii, we must 
by faith ascend the hill of Calvary ; there, taking bur 
stand &c the foot of tli« cross of Jesus, we hear him 
utter iht dolorous cry, " My God, my God, why 
hast thou foraakea me." We do not find a word of 
copiplaiot of the pains and sufierings of his maugled 
body escape his lips. They are borne iu patient 
lidlence, the cruelties inHicted by thepusy armof d^sh, 
cannot extort a groan or a miirinur from the holy 
sufTerer. This mournful exclamation, was Qotoc(ca> 
signed by th« agonies of his body. He was not in- 
capable of feeling them in tlieir highest extent, (for 
fail human natnre vras left to lis isfrmlties, Uia.t he 
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might fully suffer) but he was bo entirely swallowed up 
«ith the weight of bis Father's wralh; that it i>7«- 
whelmed the Eense of bodilj pain. Here again we 
ar6 cooatraiaed to e^e J>eEus in the chantcter of a 
surety. He Had become a sorely for rebel man, and 
lie truly sinflrtBd for it. He felt the' awful extent of 
the tremendous debt he had engaged to cancel, he 
found the wrath of God " as ao overwhelming flood," 
^Bas " deep waters in which there vras no staading," 
At that soul-appalling season, the phials of divinoven- 
geance were poured out, and he drank of the cupof 
tremhliflg front the hand nf the Lord ; not a eip 
liieifily, but he drank of it to the very drc^. He 
felt by bitter experience that God's wrath is aeon- 
euming fire ', for by it, his " heart waa milled lilte 
was, in the midst of his body." The sorrows of his 
Boul, were occasioned by tlte sins of the world imputed 
to, and charged upon, him, and for which he tJien i 
e'Qdured the wrath of G^od. Yes, in the six Iioiin fl 
Jesus hung upon the crosa, he had to struggle witli t1» ' 
sorrows of death and with the fierce anger of God ; b» 
was forsaken by his Father, and suffered his divint 
wrath, which indeed constituteB the tremendoui 
cur£e. If the thought should arise in the mind, how 
that Inrinite Being who is e[apha,Ucalljr describwj 
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as a Gad of Love, coii]d find in Tijb heart to use sjch 
severity tftward him, whomhe&tjles " his only-begflt- 
leHj well-bcloved San, he id wboni the Fatheris always 
well pleased," iteliould be remembered, that God gub- 
taioB two relaiiona taSrarde Christ ; the love of a Father 
to him ae a Son, and the claim of a Judge toward 
him as a surety. Although God never expressed so 
much anger toward Christ,' as when he bung upon 
tlie cro£s, yet in fact, he was never so well pleased 
with him aa tben.f Yea, he vas more pleased with 
him, than he had been displeased by al3 the sins that 
creatures have coaiiuitted or can comOiit. It is true, 
mercy is God's delight, hat justice ishia sceptre, where- 
bj he rules, governs, find judges thftwofld. Hia attri- 
bute of wisdom, gives to both their fullest demonstration 
and acotcnpljahaieat. The plan of recflD<:iliatioii, tlie 
■cbeme of redemption, by Jesus; is God's maater- 
|HeC«: ia which all hie attributes meet, and har- 
Bioniae.I If we would know the abboirence God 
bears toward ud, then we must look at the eroes of 
Jesaa. There it is God has exhihited the greatest 
inanifestation of his hatred toward it, by his treatment 
of him who becoDie the siaoer's surety. The drowa- 

* S«cbuiBl) xiii. 7. t 'ohL x. 17. { Pislm Uiiv. 10. 
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log of the old warld, the d«striictiiiii of Sodam 
Gomorrah, together with the eternal punishiii«iit of 
the miaerable iDhabitaiitB of the bottomless pit ; Lever. 
ca.n display God's detestation of sin go forcibly, as 
astonbhiug eveota which once traDspircd at Gelhae- 
mane and Calvary. If Jesus could not endure to be 
deprivt;d of tho light of God's countenance for a few 
shoithours; then how wretched the &tate of those 
^BirhD are haaished Ms presence for ct«t I J^eiis 
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knew the blessedncsa of God's farouri he could 
with compOisuTc, the utmost torments that vrantoii' 
cruelty could inflict; hut he coiiid not behold in ailepcct.^ 
the an^y countenance of his Father, or endure t^| 
bs deprived of the refreehin^ presence of the l<ord> 
Does not this diispla)! tlie lore and compassion cf ou 
JesuS) in a most end eari.og poijit of view, ivh«n wi 
behold him voluntarily sabmitting, not only to cor 
poreal punisbmeEit, bvt iUfio to the curse and wiath i 
God for lu, and for our eaJvation 1 
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CHAPTER XLVn. 



Awnke, Oswoid, against my ebepherd, and tigsuisHlie rann 
(bat is aij fellow, EBLlii ihe Lord of hosta : smite the shepherd, 

and the Hbeepebtll beecBtUTed; and I will turn mine hand 
upon the Uctls oaes, — ZecUariuli xiii. 7, 

This verse, at the first reading, may appear iiiTolved 

in difficulty, but a little Btt^ntioa will ena.bk' ua ta 

discover to whom it refers. We hear a salema call Ibr 

a aword to awake. What sword? Surely it can he ' 

none other than tlie Bwgrd of diTioe justice, which 

had so lon^ delayed to execute the punishment due to 

the mlators of God'a lightBoua ia.w. But agaiast 

whom is it directed? Against fatten and rebelhous 

mui? No, but against " my shepherd, and against 

the mau that is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

The ae^t iDteresticg qu&sttaa ^hich arisi^s, is. Who is 

this Sliepherd? We answer, Je^us. In the Old 

TesCament, the Messiah is ofcea diseoveied to us, in ihv 

character of a shepherd, and in the New, we iind 

every description fully realised io the person of Jesus 

of Nazareth, who h the true Shepherd of Israel. But 

why is the sword called upon to awake against him ''. 

This may recjuirea little history, but is easily ans^cered. 

lon the records of divine truth. IVIankind ia tlie 

person of Adam (heir federal head, and since, each 
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individttal, dwtiHctiv^ly, ht^ broken God's rigl 
Isw, not aul^ the decalogue delivered to Moses, but 
tbe Islw of Dfiture; raan uning all tu Lis bpuntiful 
Creator and Preserver, was, in point of common justice, 
bound to Milder to hie Lord the tribute of his love 
and gratitude. But who, amonga-t tlie buman race, can. 
venture to stand forth, and appealing to Omnieciencfr 
itself, atiinn, that he has '■' loved the Lord bis God^ 
-with all his miad, with all bis Houl, and with all hi 
Btreogth ; and his neigbbour as himself ?" No,itt 
io vain to cadearour to conceal a truth God has de- 
claredsopublicly ; that by "the deeds af the law, no 
itsh living sliall be justided." Maa having rendered 
Ximself amenable to God's holy law, staode exposed 
to all its awful RonGequencies. But " be astDoiahed, 
O heavens, and wonder, O earth," to behold ihia great, 
ibis goiid shepherd, stand forth as the voluntary 
surety of his flock, engaging to take all their guJIt, aad* 
ita p-QDishment, upon himself. Thus becaming reapoU' 
dbic, for all their mighty debt, having placed himself 
in their law room, the sTvord of divine justice H'aa 
called upon to eTieeute its tremendous punishment, 
(the puniahnient due to Che whole Jack) on the peraon 
fif their eurety shepherd. 

We would next direct our attention to the i 
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*' The man tbat is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hoeta :" 
and trace their application to Jesus. For proofs of 
bis humajtity, see him a babe at Bethlehem ; view him 
laboutLitg Id the occuf^ation Chf a carpenter; txacs the 
iiiDuiDerabie insCaaces pvea in the records of th» 
EvangellEtf;, of his HumaDlty ; behold him exposed t<> 
all the inGrmities of our nature; Bce him enduring; 
haDger, thiret, weariuees, reproach, privations, pain, 
aoTTOw, ajidfiuETering; ]res, as man he wept, groaned, 
bled, ag^oaised, and died. As God, behold hira giving 
eight to the blind, making the deaf lo h^ar, the dumb 
to speak, ajid the lame to tvallc; cleanaiii^ the lepers, 
healing the uck, and all by a word or touch; yea, 
aX iiB command, the dead again sprang intu life, and 
derlk the-mselves fledj or cried out for mercy nt hia 
pproach. When he issued his mandate, be it ob^ 
ed, there woa no exertion of pbyaical power ; 
And if he ever used ou tward means, thej were onch as 
carried conviction to the mind of every beholder, that 
tte cure was aot the effect of their applicatioa, htt aa 
exercise of his power, who is truly " fellow to the Lord 
Hosts." All the eeeential attributes of God belong 
Jesus : mark his omniscience la the instance of 
Nathaniel,' " when thou wast under the fig-tree, I 

• JoliBi.4J— SO. 
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GBw thee." See him exercise his omnipolence at ihe 
lakes of Tiberias and Gennesaret, in the two miracii- 
lous dra.ughtG of fish ; the one before, the other after 
his resurrection. Is diiectiog the fish to bnag the 
piece of maoejr ; iii walking; on the sea: ELitd the 
ig^taaces also, i^f hi$fe«<iiDg Gve thiQusatiil peraoii'ni from 
fire loaves, and seren thousand from four loares and 
a few Binall Ashes, zjtA it would appe&r that the frat;- 

lentsLeft, exceeded the slender stock atthecomnience- 
mem of the repast. Behold his omnipresence in th« 
caGe of Lazarus, whom he declared to he dead although i 
none brought the tidings. Indeed the instances aire 
Hutnberless, in which the unprejudiced mind may dia- 1 
corer the deity of Jesns. Ic was often manifested Jo- 

is declaring the thoughts and mouvee, not only of his 
immediate disciples, but uf many who, under the guifie 
of friendship, weie Becretlj endeavouring to draw from 
hifi lips Goniething which might give them a plea foi ' 
seizing hia person. Yes, Jesus discovered himself to 
he the omniscient, omnipotent, omnipreaent, heart- 
searching God. Although Ilia humanity and deity are 
so cloeely united, yi^t they are easily to be discovered. 
See the humanity sleeping) but behold the God arising 
and rebuking the teropestuous winds and Bea, which 
knew hie voice andinetantlyobeyed. Above all, behold 
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his body carried frocn the cross to tlie aapulchiej after 
having paid a debt, which the whole human lace, 
through the coiiatleea agee of eternity, were unable [o 
discharge: but it was fully cb£i««iUed bj the ai&u who 
is " fellow to the Lord of Hosts," and as such see Hm 
buiBting the bars of death ssunder, and arising;, the 
iriumphant Conqueror of death, hell, and the ^rave. 

The latter clause of this prophecy was fulfilled, 
when Jeeus wita seized aad hyrried before hie unjust 
judges; Chen the shepherd was smitten, and thfisheep 
scattered, as those who have no keeper; for all his 
dificipleE fnrsonk him, and fled. 

Th« mighty conflict ia now past ; for the sword of 

^ivioe justice, which had long almiibered, awoke; 

■and, guided by the arm of Ommpoteace, was dipped 

in the heart's blood of Urael's chief Shepherd; the 

I man who is " fellow to the Lord of Hosts.'' 

I Tliej put my garment! wnong lliem, and cut lots apoo my 

VMIius. — Pinlm iiii. 13. 

Tbe circumetELUces attending the disposal of the 
gannents lyi the crucified Jeaua, are in themeelres 
11 5 



CHAPTER XLVIir. 
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triAing aod ineignificaiit, but when viewed in caif \ 
nexion with this prophecy, it is no longer ^ mallei ol 
little impcrtaace. It ia equally necessaiy that tbs 
onali, as well aa the great and cnnspicuotu parts of 
prophecy ebould be fulfilled; and it is hif^bly satis- 
factory to trace, amid the more minute erenta con- 
uected with the life and death of JeauA, bo striking 
a. correspoDdence with the Old TestameDt prophecies 
«f the M«seiab. In fact, if these were wanting, th« 
wbo!e, as an e¥idencer would be iacomplete. How 
■atisfactary i& it to find, in thia instance, the very 
TaiDient of JeeuB become a wicneaa for the truth that 
he is the Meuiah. It wad not the dieciples, or 
fiiende of Jeeos, who parted bis gaimentB amon 
them, and caet Iota upon his vesture i but it was tlie 
Roman soldiers, wbr), igavrant of the Jewish pro- 
pbedes, could not be Bupposed to have divided the 
gsTinenU amcrngthcm in that particulu way, ibr tb« 
express purpose of fiiI6IIing this prophecy; which 
mi^ht hav« been imagined, had it been the diaciplee 
instead of the Boldiera. These men, alike ignorani 
and unconcerned abuut the fulfilment of prophecy. 
could not even be anxioiiji to possess the garments of 
Jeaus from their intrinsic worth ; no, it was only the 
humble dreea of a poor jow: nor were they led l» 
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iittacli iboy particiildr rake to the cWthee, fiom love 
to itt late wearer, for whom they felt neither afifection 
or rcBpect. It is prol>aWe they were eeverally de- 
sirous ta possess same part of the apparel, tliai they 
miyht exhibit it oa a trophy that tliey sliared in tht 
deatructLon of the King of the Jewe. 




CHAPTER XLIX. 



h^y g^ve me eJso gsU far my meat ; fmd in toy tLiTst U)*j 
amp *iiiegiir to drink. —I'mIid liix. SI. 



It was not unfrpquent that cordials or ■opiaiee were 
iren the unhappy objects sentenced to crucifixiQii, 
blunt the severity of their agouies, and shorten the 
period of their »uiTejings. But, at the cruciGxion 
of Jesus, no friendly hand presented (he soothing 
draught. When faint from lu&s of blood, and parched 
by burning fever occasioned by excessive pain, the 
dyiog suiFerer e^tclaimed " I thirst;" a spongie is 
conveyed on a reed to his parched lipa; but, alas ! it 
is aliGorbed in a liquid too naiiiseouB, even for one in 
■ his famished state, to driuk. Unfeehng wretches 1 



156 



thus to sport Vi'itli tbe sufTerings of such a diatieiiKd 
object ; thus to moclc the wiahes of one Id th« list 
Rgonies of death ! 

When the bod of Jseee, in the cnve of Adullan, 
loaged, and said, " that one would give me Id 
drink of the wawr of the well of Bethlehem, that is by 
the gate," thr«e of the mightiest heroes in hia valiant 
little hand hroie through the opposing ranks of the 
PhiliBtine'fl army, to fetch the wiahed-for draught; but 
when the Soa of God required the refreshment of a 
little water; when his tongue, from very thirst, dsTn 
totheroof of hia mouth, and his strength was dried up 
as a. potBherd, he was insulted with a mixture uf 
vinegar and gall. But little did the thoughtless mul- 
titudes who surrounded the cross of Jesus imagine, 
that h* was then drinking to the very dregs, the 
wormwaod, and the gall, of Jehovah's wrath, which 
vas far mare bitter to his eoul, than their oSensiTO 
piesent to hia taa-te. He was then redeeming his 
church frnm hell, that black abode of wo, whose 
wretched inhabitants are deprived of a drop of water, 
to assuage their tormenting thirst; and the horrors o; 
the crucifixion were greatly augmcnled by the dark- 
ness that shrouded the scene, tvheu the meridian sun 
was enveloped in thcgloumof night. Blessed Jesus, 
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though Lord of all, thau wa^t Ireuted worse tlian 
earth's meanest slave. 



CHAPTER L. 

With hypocritical mocker* in fensta, thej gnsBliaii upon ma 
wiUi lli«tr LeetU.—Psaliu xixt, 16. 

All Uiey that mb me, laugh me to B«Qni ; they sLoot out tba 
Up, tkey sliake tLa Lieud, B«;Fiag:, He trusleil on tLe Lord UiiHI 
ht would dtlivcr him : leL him deliver him, seeiag lie Jdtjjlited 
in liim.— FaBliaxiii.7j 84 



t 



• This prophecy ia so exactly in accordaDce with tiie 
went, that one could readily believe the royal psalmist 
had Etood on Calvary's mount, and literally recorded 
the JDsuItiDg taunts aDd rrocicalrepraachesused by the 
lileepiseraof the suffering Jesus. The men, tlieii actions, 
id the time, are exactly described, and eren their 
ifisuItLDg language noticed, Wth a miqutenew that 
precludes a possibility of mistake. Thia disgraceful 
■ce«e occurred at the passover^ at that feast, when 
lutel vr&s commanded to remember her Lord's mer- 
cies, in deEivering her from E^ptian baaJage ; when 
ic slew the etren^h of Egypt's land, even from the 
first-tHirn of Fharoah that sat on the throne, to the 
first-bora of the eaptive in the dou^eon. At that 
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solemn fesliva.!, did those merciless hypocritCB dkco»er 
(beoeath the cloak of pharisaical «anctit;) the rancor- 
<oits enmity they cherished ia their hearts towards 
■virtue in its purest, loTeliest form. But how void of 
every epark of magnanimity must be the wretch who 
can sport with the feelings of o-ne writhing; in all thf 
figAniee of d^ath. Haw lo£t to all the kindlief feelings 
of our nature, thus to exult over suffering humaoi^v 
S'Urely the Cbisf Priests and scribes strangely forgot 
their station and their pride, when they coald &taop to 
join the raihng throng, and mingle their voice of 
mockery and instilt witli the Jewish rabble. Hov 
little did they intend to honour Jesus when they 
iasiLltlngly e\clainied, " he aa.red atherg, himself he 
cannot aave." But we admit the fact, and glory in 
the truth. lie indeed bad tbea cured maay a dire 
disease, and released some from the rarj jaws gf 
death ; and id those very hours of sorrow, he vrat 
savipg " a. countless multitiide, out of every kiadred, 
and tongue, aud people, and nation," who must 
iaeritably have perished foi ever, had be not been 
content to sutTcr for them, But though he skved 
others, himself he ivould not, yea, he c«uld not, save. 
His honour was pledged in. the council of peace ; be 
must fulfil the cnveaants be had engaged to perform. 
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God ia not " a man, that he should lie; ueilher the 
^Hon af man, that he should repeot:" "hath be said, 
^nnd shall he not do it? " or " hath he apokeo, and 
^nball he not make it ^ood?" "Sicg, O ye HeB.reiis, 
^" for the Lord hath doDe it; and shout, ye lower parts 
^ai the eajth, ioi the Lord hath redeemed Jacob and 
ll^rified Mmsclf in Israel." 




CHAPTER LI. 



TbereforEi trill 1 deride him. a portion wiUi (be great, and 
'lie sliall divide tjie epuil willt ttie straug ; becauee Le Latb 
paared out bia soul unto deal b ; and hewa^ numbered with 
tbe trail sgTCBsars ; sod he- btire tlie sin of maay, and mad* 
inleTceuioD fat the travsgresaorB. — liaiah iiii. IS. 



To whom but Jesiu can we a.pply this. Do we 
ant find him reckoned with Barahbas, a li'aitor and 
muiderer, and were not two theivca cruci£ed with 
him, on cither aide one, and Jesus in the midat? 
Thus webehuld him numbered with the trarsgreasors, 

id bearlug the aa of many. Ail the Prophets, 
SvaDgelists, Apostles, Martyrs, with the Church Mili- 

int, and the Church Triumphaat, proclaim, as with 




am voice, bis death as the expiatory sacrifice, liis 
blood ae the propiiiatioji for the gioa of hia Church, 
ajid that he suffered, the Just for the uojug.t, to briD^ 
sinners unto God. He died to redeem a. countless 
multitude of the children of earth, who, freed from 
sin and fiorraw, will for arer shout victory, through 
tbe blood of tho Lamb. Thie is the gnat leading 
doctrine of the everlasting Gospel. This is the sum 
and Bubetance of the Old and New Testame&td, 
Thanka be unto God, fur liaving given lis liaeupon line, 
a.iid precept upon precept, on this momeDtous article of 
tbe ChristiBn Faith. We hear the blessed Jirsus ia- 
tercedJDg for trunGgressor^. Even when on the cross 
hew&s not uamindful of liis prieftl;y office, but amid 
all his personal sorroi^'s aod agonies, he xiid, as with 
his dying breath, send in a petition to the Heavenly 
Court, for the pardon of his murderera : " Father, 
forgive them ; for tbej know not what they do." This 
Great High Priest is cow silting at the right haad 
■ of tbe throne of the Majesij ja the Heavens, ivherfi 
" He is able to save them to the uttermuat who ixme 
uato God by him; seeing he everliveih tflniBlceinter- 
oeseion for them." The God-man Christ Jesus, is 
nan exalted to high and distinguished tionours, oa 
account of his humiliation and suS'eringe, and his 
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voluuiarily poaring out his soul inito denh* He 

W pow«T to lay dona liis life, and power to take it 

i^ain, bnt do man had power to taiie it frotu hini. 

He laid it down of himself. Therefore, God will 

" I^ivide him a jiortioa ^vitlli the great, and he Bball 

iividie the spoil with the strong." The Mao Jesas, 

iLt^w stta CD the throne of Deity, bud huniaiiity parti- 

<^'pates ill all tbe hosourB paid to the second Person 

ID the Glorious Trinity. As ha was openly put to 

*hatQe on earth, ia it pot right that he should here also 

I lie publicly rewarded ? Satan, who so long had reigned 

' f)nQc« of this world, is now a conqu-ered tyrant, bis 

empire is weakened, for Jegiis has spoiled the piinci- 

Palitiea and powers of darkness; and he will for 

«jie thousand years coofne this destroyer of our race, 

3 captive in the bottoRiWss pit,+ in that bright day 

of milleanisl glory, all shall know the Lord, and 

^^niery tongue shaEl call our Emmanuel blessed; and 

he shall leigna triumphant King over earch'eremoteBt 

nda. 



EpheBioni i. iO—tX. 1 1torektiotiB xs. 3, 3. 



CHAPTER Lfr. 



H« IteepEtli all liis boa««, not qsib i)( tkem ia brok«n. — 

The Eoldiers (B.t the reque'St of the Jews, and llie 
command q{ Pilat$) go forth tn execute their l&st act : 
of cruelty on Jesus and liis compaaions, having broken i 
the legs of the two malefactors, approach the body of' 
Jeaus, hut here they pause, hesitate, retire, and leave 
his bones unbroken. Whence tliia mark of respect, 
toward the object of their scara and abhorrence: 
Why did not those vaices, which a. few hours bef 
rent the air with cries of " Crucifj him, crucify him,^ 
now urge tlie soldiers to commit the same act of vid-l 
lence on the body of the de ad , though deapiaed Na-J 
^arene. To what cause muBt wc attribute this act i 
forbearance, on the pan ctf the by-standers as well ; 
aoldiera? Surety, to none other than the over-ruliiiE 
Providence of God. He who has the hearts of all men 
at hia disposal, watched over ihe body uf Jeeue, and 
preserved it from that act of violence, " He kept all 
his bones, not nue ofthem was broken." Howexactl^H 
was the prophecy fulfilSed! How striking a resem- 
blance does the original bear to the portrait! Tbt 
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Lamb slain at the Pansover, was iDteaded to exhibit 
to ancient Israel a crucified Saviour. Of that typical 
Lamb, Jehovah expressly commaDded, " A boLS 
ahould not be brolsen," Tbowgh the whole of the 
flesh wag to be cousuuied, yet nut a bnue waa to be 
injured* Does npt that solemn J«wiah aa.cn6ce, 
nt us to JeBUfi, the " Lamb oi God, whose blnod 
18 able to cloansB from all siQ;"t and applied by the 
Spirit, will " purge the cocscienne from dead woiks, 
to serve the liviug and true God," 



CHAPTER LIII. 



And they eball loolc upon me wljom they bava pieiciBd.— 




One of the Boldiere, with a Bpear, pierced the side 
Jesus, and fartbivith came thereout blood and 
water. " He that saw it bare lecord, luid hia record 
Iroe"! And we Itnow that he saith true, that ye 
%ri$ht believe, that it is Jesus of whom the scripture 
■aith, they " yhall loolc on him wham they hive 
ierc^d," There 'a another and higher u^e to be 




• EsdJua. lii. -K- t Jobp i- 29. 
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made of this circumst-ance. Simple as the fact tX 
first sight may api>ear, yet it ie the stroDgeat proof of 
tlie death of Jesus. If only blood had issued from 
tbe wound, it would prove connpaiatively little. But, 
water wa§ also seen to flow from the side; which 
wa9 either the email quantity of water inclosed 
in the pericardium, in which the heart swims, or 
eUe the cruor was almnst coagulated and separated 
from the serum. If it is to be attributed U> the 
latter cause, it canfirms v^haC the ev&ngetiat relates ; 
that Jeeus had heea eoms time dead. But, if ve 
place it to the former, it is utterly impossible Jcsdb 
could have Eurvived the wound, even if given ia per- 
fect health. In either case, it effectually pravea his 
de^th. Not a. reasonable doubt can remaia to sup- 
pose he was taken alive froni the cross. May the act of 
the soldier, (wanton and cruel as it certainly was,) cqd- 
Tiiice the infidel, that Jesus wasi not talcea from the cross 
before life was quite extinct ; and may he be l^ed to look 
on him " whom he has pierced, and mnuru." Bleeaed' 
Jesue^ may we often meditate on Chose awful scenes, 
when the rugged thorn pierced tliy sacred teniplcB, the 
uftils thy hands and feet, the speai thy side, and the 
wrath &f God thy Boit!. And, while we eye thee aa 
the just suffering for the uajust, may we leara to ab- 
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bor &iii, irhich U so hateful in the sigbt of a pure and 
HoLj God, that tli« Vlooil i^f hia own weLl-belioved 
Son was Ehed ere it could be pardoned. Ib nut 
the view of a. sufferido; Redcemex calculated to raise 
the ChiistiaD'a conGdence, even in eeasons of the 
deepest affliction ? " May he not fearlessly resig^n his 
aptritual aod temporal conceruB, his fnndest h^pf a &aA 
most an^tiouB carea, to the ^idance a.nd wisdom of 
liiai, who 60 Loved him ae to die for hiiu 1 For if, 
when we ii'ere enemie-s, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Sou, touch more, being reconciled, 
ne eball be saved by iiis life." 



CHAPTER LIV. 



[ clotiie tbe beirenB witb blauliaeBa, and I make sackcloth 
' ooT«tii!s- — liftinli 1. 3. 



iaAiAK, or, as he ia geDerally called, the Evange* 
Ucal Prophet, (from his writinga referring mora fre- 
queatlj to the peraon and offices af Christ, than those 
of the other prophets,) when apeakiog of his aufferings 
declares, that "The heaveos shall become black ae 
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lackcloth «f hair." This figurative tIeBeriptian waa-] 
reaJised at the cruciixioo of Jesus. The sun 
mid'day was ectipsed, darlineES covered the land^fromJ 
tbe Eixth -to tbe niath hgur, which, hj our mode 
oampitting' time, was from twelve to three o'cloclt id) 
the afterjioon. The Jews hegin iheir day at six] 
o'clock in the morning. Perhaps it may be thought 
■tiperetitioua weakness, to imagine au eclipse po 
tended some great event? We reply, this wan no 
the result of natural causes. It toolc place on the day 
the Jews killed the PassoVerj which festival they 
were coiiimaii(i«d, and always did observe at the full 
of the moon;" therefore, it is evident, tbo maon'i 
shadow could not then fall an tLei aun, for then tbe^l 
were in opposition, or one hundred and eighty degrees ' 
apart; besides, a total eclipse of the sun never lasts 
tenminntes, yet, this was a total eclipse from die sixth 
to the ninth hour, go that darknesa covered, at least 
the whole land of Judea, far three hinirs, which >ifl 
coDtxary to the laws given by heaven's great archi- 
tect, to these his works. This extraordinary eclipse 
■8 ngitic^d in profkne history ; Dionysius, at Heliopolis, 
in Egypt, said of this darkness, " Aut Deus natnm 
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EioJa&iui, S. 6, IB. 





patitiir, aiJt mundi machina diBBolvitur." — Either Ihe 
God of nature le sii£'eriug, or the m&chine of the 
world tumbling into ratn, tt n^as a. Eupernatural 
«v«Jit, and designed to sfaow, that when Jesua stood 
forth as the surety of his people, he felt all tlie dread 
punialinient due to them. Man, by liU rehclIioQ, hite 
not only forfeited all spiritual bleBsina^s; but to tem- 
poral merciea aUo he has no claJm, When Jcbii«, «« 
our Head and Representative, bore the curse due to 
our sine, he was deprived of the clieering raye of faea- 
Tea'e great luminary, which was but a faiint reeeiu- 
blaoce of the withdrawing of the light of God'e coud - 
tenaoce.* Beliold the awful effecU ofaiu, although it 
was only fin imputed to the Son of God, Yet^ the 
l&ttifi of day withdrawis Mb sbiniDg, as if Eick^ning at 
the eight. Unable tu behold the asconiBhing event, 
he hides hia head, uid Bhrinks back, as if uawilhng 
to shed his beams over a. at^ene so tremendously awfol. 
The event might ako be designed to shaw the dark- 
veSB of the Mosaic dispensatiDu, which was then 
"for e<rer to be done a.waj'. It waa but a shadow of 
■pwd thinga to come; but iiglit apd iniinortaljty pre 
(brought to light by the gogp«1. Jesus, the f^on of 
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RighteoueneGs is arisen, witli healing in iiis wioge; 
and darkness, and Us attendant superstition, shall Ab 
away as the gliELdowB upon lh« niQUDtB.iii's braw, on 
the appeara.Dce of tli6 majeety of 6&j in the roay eiiL 
As the sun ia the natural world is thesDurce of light 
and heal, such is Jesus to the Bpiritiia.1 world; he is 
the Light of Life, aad there is not a ray uf hopea 
light ta cheer tlie ru^ed path of sorrow, but whit 
most emaiiKte from this Fountain of Light; «Tep 
ainidat seasons of healtli and prosperity, all ia darii- 
nees and gloom within, itnl«B)j the soul is ^tilighieoeii 
by his all-glad deniog beams. 



CHAPTER LV. 



And ha mHiie Mi graie wiiti lie wicked, nnd widi the ricli 
in hudeatbi bectuie he bsCb done no violence, neilheriru 
a,Dj deceit ia liia mouth. — Isaiah liii. 9. 

It is usual, amongst many nations, far the bodiu 
of those who fall by the hand of the public execu- 
tioner, not only to be denied th a rites of burial, but 
to be expoaed to marlted contempt. Though Jesul 
made his grave with the vricked, yet it vas also with 
the rich in his death. Crucified at Golgotha a; 




two thfevee^ he elmll receive an honourable buiia]. 
All tbe Evangelista have recorded the circiim&taiif^es 
ef ItiB intermeat, and ooblj' distingiiishied the name of 
Jmepb af Atiniathea, for tbe marked respect with 
which he treated the bod jr of the despised Nazareoe. 
Tinidlty kgpt hitn from before publidjacktiowl^^iag 
his attachmeat to Jesus; yet it Is remarked, though 
a member of the Sanhedrim he caoHented* not to the 
deed and coudgcI of thoee who cundetDDed tbe Lord 
of life and glory. Fully aware of the contempt and 
scora aSiKed to the fuUowera of the oruci^ed Jesua, 
his noble, disinterested spirit now led hiia resolutely 
to feee it all ; to rescue, if possible, the bodj from 
further abuse and disboLour. He went boldly unto 
Pilate, and begged tbe body. His request is granted, 
Pilate having ascertained from the centurion, that 
JesuB had been some time dead. Joseph ie now 
joined by Nicodemus, (who at first came ta Jesus by 
night,) and these two, high in rank aud office, the one 
an honourable counsellor, ibe other a ruler of the 
Jbv9, are busily engaged in P'^yiog thn la^t sad tribute 
of reHp«ct to the remains of their dear departed Lord . 
One having' provided an huiidred pouads weight of 
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epiceS' to etnbslni the body &fter the custom of iin 
Jews, and the other supplying the fine linen, the; 
proceed to depoBite the body in the sacred chamber of 
the tomb. Th& receptacle of this mighty deaJ wat 
not the royal raauBoleum of Judah's kings, but acew 
sepulchre, hewn out q( a t<h:}^, in Joseph of Arima- 
ihea'a garden. There laid they Jesus, ■w-fcere oeve 
man befoTe nas laid. No funeral pomp «/ pageanay 
uf 8ta.te. that Bolemu mockery of vo, adorned Uf 
funeral proceEsiun. Though its attendants were kv, 
yet the tears of alTection and lore bedewed hi^ moa- 
gled body, and the voice of lameotaiion and sorrov 
rcferhoiate through this solemn vault of death, Hovr 
was the naighty fallen 1 That nrm, then moliocltM 
in death, ne'er did a dsed of vialenoe ; that ton^e, 
who^e UDiversal law was kindness, was then gileni u 
the grave; and that mouth, in wliich deceit ne'ei 
fouad a place, was closed by the iron hand of deatb. 
Behold here" an Israelite indeed, in whose spirit vu 
no guile." Surely the grave never before comained 
euch a prisoner. Its triumphs were complete, wliea 
Jeaufi was brought into tbe daat of death. 




CHAPTER LVI, 

The days of iiis jouth ha«t tbou ElioTLeted : IboD haftt ea, 
red bim leitL elkaiae, Selali.'— Fsalm liuuii 45. 

Blessed Jesus! we behold tliee cut uff in the prime 
oi" thy daj-a, in ihe meridian of thy Btrength, and in 
ihe vijrour of matiliigod. Thy body was notwurn by 
disease, nor decrepit by age ; but thy bon^ were full 
of marraw, and thy baw abcA^ in ^Lre^igtli, wheo, 
little more than thiriy-lbree yeara old, tbou didst cheer- 
fully reaign ihy body to the cold arms nf death ! Thfr 
periods of the incaruatiQa and crucifixiDD of Jeeua, 
zre very particularly marked by tbe sacred histaiiana. 
His biith waa in the year tliat Augustus Cieaaj-, Em- 
peror of Rome, issued his decree for taxing the Jeniah 
people; after which event, he i-eiga&d nearly fifteen 
years, and was Bucceeded by Tiberius, his adopted son. 
It WBB in the fifteenth year af his reiga, that Jesus,, 
who waa then aboat thirty yeara of age, entered on 
his public minUtry. By the Mosaic law, none were 
allowed to miuister in the priest's oflice, until thirty, 
flOT after fifty years old* Jesus was not of the 
tribe of Leri, but Judah; yet, as the priesthood cen- 
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tredio biin, it became liim, nhen fulfilling all riglit- 
eousness, to submit to this Jewish commund. Froui 
the writings of the ApoatJe John, we can pretty 
clEa.rIy dctemiiDc tlie public niinistij of Jesiis to have 
been three years and a. half, that EfBugclist having M 
marked in the period four Passovers (annual JewiBh 
fcstivalB); one vaj ceUbratedaot long after the baptism 
of Jesus, and two otliers are also recorded before th&f 
one at which JeauB was crucified; that memorable 
one when " the days of his youth were sfaorteaed, ancifl 
he ■B'as covered with ehatne." A noble fliiad is inf ' 
more sensible of shamt', and feels it naore acuteljv 
than the body can aiiy corporeal puniehment, howei'e. 
eevere. Yet Jesus, who possessed true nobility 
spirit, was exposed to ahame in all ite varied forms. 
Hi« compaDionB were unlearned fishemieii, publicans^ 
and sinners ; his character was vitificd — he was ac- 
cused of vices and crimes of the rao^t odious nature, 
and his very aame was a stigma of reproach. 
kis trial, he emdur&d ehumeful iudignities. The 
Jewish nation even preferred having a traitor and 
murderer restored to liberty, rather thau Jesus. He 
ivas publidy ecourged, spit upon, buffeted, and cro- 
ci^ed as a malefactor, The only type of his cruci- 
fixion was the brazen serpent, aud amidst all the ir- 
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rational creation of God, the serpent only is pro- 
Boanced accursed.* The ciicumatances attending the 
crucifixion, were of the most degrading and humili- 
ating nature. Jesue suffered naked — his companions 
were two thieves. The spot was Golgotha, a place 
strewed with the unburied sculls of criminals. Nor 
were these things done in a comer, but at Jerusalem, 
the chief city of Jewry. The time chosen was the 
feast of the Passover, when all the Israelitish malesf 
were wont to repair to the royal city, and thus became 
spectat(s« of the shame and dishonour cast upon this 
despised man of Nazareth, " who ibr the joy that 
was set before him, endured the cross, despised the 
shame, and is for ever set down at the right band of 
the Majesty on High." 



* Gen. iii. 14. John iii. 14. 

t £xod,xziii. 17. Deut. xvi, 16. 



CHAPTER LVII. 

SoTBlyle Iiath horne oui griefa, and cwried our sonowi, 
yet vre did eeleetn Iirim atTickeo, EniiCieD of Gai, and afiicted. 
But he waa noiiaded for our tranagresBion*. he naslimiMil 
toi our JDiqaicies; th^ cbDatisemeat of oar peice wasupan 
liiiu, BndwUli^is itripea wa bto benjed. A]i ii'e li^e ilieep 
hai'o gone Mtraj ; we hare turned ewtjone tobisoirn wij, 

and the Lord katti laid on him the iniquity of us all, — Iquili 
liii. 4. 5. 6. 



" I PRAT tliee, of whom did the PfOph6tfi|)e£lk tb-ese- 
words? " was tho inquiry of an Eunuch of great itU' 
thority under Candace, Queen flf the Ethioptinft, whea 
leadiag this chapter. Philip replied bj beginning 
Bt the Game ecriptore, and preaching nnto him Jeeiu. 
To liira alon« tan we apply the wliole chapter. It 
every part it beira go striking a resemblance, that it! 
jtpp^ATB DiOra Itk^ ahistdry written by a contemporary, 
than the prediction of a Prophet wbo lived at lea 
never) hundred years before the charscter deBcribed- 
Thcse veraes are more valuable than fine gold — thej 
are the key of knowledge — they open to our view 
work of immense wisdom and benefit — th*y make 
acquainted with the counsel and plans of Jehovah.^j 
By them, a CircmiistanCe ia the moral govern nn«iit a£ 



Ood, which W(i5 liefbr? dark avd mystertous, is now 
bright aad attractive. — They shed a. glorious light on 
the [WHan of J$eu9. — By them n^e uDdeKtaud why 
he who -waa" holy, tajinless. midefiled, aod separate 
from sinners," was treated n-ilh euch contempt and 
cruelty. We no longer see this part of Gi>d's moral 
government, as "through a glass darkly," The veil 
which la cast around hb designs is withd^a^Ta, and the 
glorious scheme of redemption bursts forth to our 
astonis-hed eenses, epmrklicg with wiedfliP, jusiics, 
mercy, and lo7e. By them, we are taught that Jesus 
suffered, not for any sin of his own, but for the sins flf 
bis people. The prophet is particular on this point. 
The life and conduct of Jesus proved him exempt 
from all the corrupt principles aad evil paBsions of tlie 
children O'f men. He alone ia free from imperfection. 
and his character iitima the most perfect model of all 
that is lovely, amiahle, and exalted. In him was no 
HDiAnd even, the unjust judge who delivered him for 
crucifixion, was compelled to declare lie could find 
nothing worthy of death against him ; no, nor yet 
[erod, for he had sent Jesus to him. No doubt both 
and Pilate examined his conduct with eagle - 
ind 8;ladly would have discovered, if possible, 
which might eive them a plea for condemn- 
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ing a man who go publicly declared hiniBplf tha Mee- 
siali. The Jews had logked forward to Ijis cotniog 
with much pleasure, for tliey considered he would 
deliver them from tlie Roman yoke, under which they 
ihen groaned. The elighteat sliadow nf guilt w-ould 
have betu Eufficient for ih& purpose of the&e partial 
Goreraorf, and it deserveB obserruionr that iiam 
was brought before them on a charge of jierverting 
the natioQ, and forbidding to give tribute to Cs^ar, 
Baying that he was Chriat, a King. But they can 
prove ni>tliiDg againat liim, for the tUQte h\s charactei 
ia examintd. the hrighter it shines; and they are 
compelled to confess, " thej can find nothicg worthy 
of death against Iiiui." Pilate, from a clear convic* 
tion that Jesua was innocent, proposes to release him ; 
but finding; that he would draw on himself the malice 
and hatred of the prieets, like a time-serving judge, 
he gave BCDtence as they desired) and in the samDi 
moment in which he declared he could find no fault 
in Jesus, did he deliver lum over fo'r crucifix-ion. Yet 
Ftlate could not conceal the horrors of an accusing 
conscience; sensible of the black injustice of 
conduct he took water and washed his hands bef< 
the multitude, saying, " I am innocent of the bKmi 
of tbifl juBt peison, see ye to it," The people aaidj 



" his blood be od us, and aa our childrBn." In what 
court of judica.tuTe atiaJl we &ad euch another instance ? 
We believe, id none. Never did any one auffer more 
UDjufltly thaD Jesue, if viewed as a private person -, 
bat these verses teacK ub to look upaa him as (.he 
sinner's surety, Man, from his original corruption 
and actual traaG^ression, is jiutly expoEed to the con- 
demnation of the law b« has so much dishonoured. 
" All we like .sheep have gaae astray, we have for- 
■aken the Lord's ways, and turned every one to his 
own ways." " We have ali done that which we ought 
not to have done, and have left undone that which 
we ought tck have done, and there ia no health in us," 
We have do just ptea why the sentence, " let the 
wicked be turned ialo hell, and all the nations who 
furget God," be not execut'cd on us. We must lay 
our hand upon our mouth before the tribunal of God, 
who is animplXftial and righteous Judge, for we justly 
descvre the cursea of the broken law to fall on us. 
The Dirine Being (be it spoken with reverence) can- 
not, without injustice to himaelf} and dishonour to his 
law, (which is holy, Jnat, and good,) allow the guilty 
(o go free. Man must Buffer the piiniahment conse- 
quent on bifl ofences, or God must lay aside his 
J uetice) which l» impoasible, for it ia an attribute essen- 
I 5 
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tial lo his osistence. The debtor must suffer, unleffi 
BDUie one be found ta discharge tlie debt for bioi. 

Die lie^ or jagtics must j unleai far him 
Some otber sbU , and as willing, pay 
Tbe rigid aBtisfaBtion, deotL fDidciit!). 

Pjft*DI»E Lhbt. b. UK 

But where shall we find the ma.a who can, bji an^ 
DieEuiB, " redeem bis brolber, or give to God t 
ransom for his soul?" Nowhere; it is quite iinpi»- 
nWe fi>r aiay mere man to deliver hia awp soul, and 
much more the soul of aoother. An angel, or ali 
ihe mighty hosts of angels, cannot da it 5 they are the 
creatures of God's power, and consequeotly finite i 
and therefore cannot satisfy the juatjoe of God, whicli 
is infinite. The mind of man could ne?er have dis- 
covered a propel pereoja. Human intelletl is utterly 
uuable to tlie task ; it ia incapable of Boaring (o such 
a height But though man cannot £nd a surety, GodiH 
has pointed one out, even Jea«s, his own -well-beloved 
son, who is the second person in tlie revealed order of 
the trinity ; wiih him it is " no robbery to be ^qual 
with God;" for he is one vilh the Father, aa touchins 
his Godhead. Yet thia great and glorious Personage 
rolunt&rilT engaged to become ibeaurety ■ 
to expiate their guilt by suS'ering all iht 



due to th«m for sin.* la the fulness of time, thU 
gre&l head of tie church left the Jo?^ of Heaven, aad 
th.e praises of adoring sa-ioU a.ad angels, to ts^bernacle 
^a earth. Having; yeiled his glory bedeath the humaii 
□aiure, which lie tuok inti> union with hie divine porson, 
be came forth to uccDmfitieh the ^vnrk he had, from 
the fouadation of the world, covenanted to perform. 
As the surety, representiitive, and head of hh peojilw, 
he Bubmitted to- endure all th* earsta of the mor*! 
lawthej had hroken. The Lord having accepiwd him 
in their place, and laid (by imputation) their iiiiiiutiiuH 
on him, he also on him Uid their punishment. Nur 
vai it a mitigated puniahm>eot ; he bore the whnlo 
weight of WD due to them. It is tme, he did not go 
into hell, ivhich was a part of the sentence denounced 
on guilty niau ; but he was not e^cempt from the 
buffeting of Satan. He was exposed to hia malice in 
the gardeo ; and n'hea on the emu, he might be gaid 
to be in Salaa'e territories; for he ie deebred to bo 
" the Prince of the power of the air," and haviag 
■hot forth his moet fierj darts, he appears to leave the 
aeene of conflict like a triumphant conqueror, for his 
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adversary U beli«1d breathless on tha Bcld of butle. 
Jeaua Deeded not to descend into those abodes of wo 
to feel t1i«ir editows, for he ia heard ta exclaim, lliat 
the pa,inB of hell had got hold upon him. It ia nol the 
place, but the 4;steiit, and the kind of Buffering, which 
coastitotee misery ; and Jesua felt it in a much greatei 
degree, than even the miserable inhabltaDts of that 
wretched place, where hope never enters. Tlaey suffer 
for themselves as individuals, but he endured \be 
weight of v:o for a multitude bo great, that no man 
can number them. Theirs are the sufferings of cres- 
turesj his was the Bufferings of the infinite Creator; 
and this it is which gives such value, efficacy', and 
dignity, to all be did and suffered. His trere ths 
actions of one of Adam's race, for it was the children 
of earth who had rebelled, and ^hom he came to 
redeem ; hut what rendera it beneficial to man, is 
that he ia both God and man in one peraon. This 
unioQ stamps it value upon his work: Jesus, by the 
dignity of his person, has made full sntisfactioa; yea, 
hia sufferings have more than com^ieosated for the 
indignity offered to God by sin. It has given a-^ 
greater hundui- ta God's holy law, than could hsrt] 
been done by the unMoaing obedience of men and 
angels through time and eternity, for Jesus perfectly 
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fulfilled all the comniaods of the moral law, and by 
that ttbedience he exalted, and made it honourable, 
and then aaffered the penalty it denomi&ed oa the 
violators of its precepts. All his active and pamve 
obedience was performed as the head of his people, 
acid for their benefit. " Surely he hath bnrne our 
^riefa, and canied flur fiorrowa; yet we did ftBteem 
him BtrickeD, smitten nf God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our tfausgreasions ; heva3bruiaed 
fur our iniquities: the chafitiserneat of our peace waa 
upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gaae astray ; we bare turned 
erery one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us alh" We must look beyond 
the Koman goTcinors, Holdiers, and the Jewish priests 
uid people, to behold sin, as the great cause of all 
the buffetings, wounclg, bruises, pains, and sorrows, 
of Jesua. This was the fruitful source of *ll his wf. 
Would you behold the justice of God T then look at 
the BofFeTing Jeaus, and rem«niber that it was nut his 
own, but impaled, guilt. Would you know the mercy 
of God, and see a display of bis love to man? then 
look at Jeaua, Let it siak deep into yatir heart, and 
may your soul be influenced by the truth, that " God 
loved the world, that he gave hia only begotten 
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sorij that whosoerer beiieyeth in hini should aat perUh, 
but have everlasting life,'' " For God caa be just, 
utd jet the juatifier of him that belicTeth in JcEgiu," 
" He that beli«veth in him is not coDdemaed ', but in 
that betiereth uot^ ia condemned already; because h. 
hB.th not believed in the Dame of the onlj-begotten 
Sou of God." " For there ia oooe other name under 
heafea given amongst meu, whereby we must be 
aavad." " He that believelh on the Sao, h&th cver- 
la&ting life; and he that believeth not the Sou, sh&ll 
not see life; but tlie wra.th of God abldeth on him." 
Id the work of redemption by Jasita, we be<ho<U 
" mercy aud truth meet together; righteousness and 
peace kiee «5ch other." 
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CHAPTER LVIIl. 



For tLau wilt not leave my soul in Hell, neitlier wilftliaii 
•affer thine Holy One to aat! ccrmption. — Paalni xri. 9, 10. 

Thesb words are not applicable ta David, for 
after he had served his generation, he fell asleep, and 
his body, interred iu thei royal sepulchre of the Idogfl 
of Judah, which was in the city of David, saw cor- 
niptioH. The sentence "dust thon art, and unto 
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B9UB Cff t&AK BKSCT T^iitBfT ?^! ^^"**^ 3fV 3V iC^^ 

ue aOe ^nnii d c&k cos « iank^ «»£ bbk 
mmaim Hi fisn Ak en v arax on^ tac ucaan^cirs 
tisHip lUI iKBii, sac tbe """""-^ be cetiu Ame, 
je dead, ami obb o j'"*ii"— ' TW kZT via H^ 
btef^ giAm ljfcgf allaani to. cmaat !a t^t pbcc ot 
taraoit, pRfBTcd KIT Ac devil sad Uc aBcds, ttOB 
whieb a hmI amr did or wiQ taapt. WWa «qc« 
warigafJ to tbst abode <tt «a. tliei* is a ^real znlf 
fixed, cTcn the Mclaag aatg decrce of Omsipoiesoe ; 
a buiier moager dtta vaDs of fanss, ud cuuM 
be KuiDonBted, or deOrorcd.* Tike void hen rea- 
dcied beB, (in the Gieek, hades,) a the same u the 
JeKS, befne tbe Babytonifih capdntr, osed for the 
giaTe, and ii tbe MOGe in whkfa it most be here un- 
detstood. Thia voie is pnifdtetic of the resurrection 
of the 3Icniab ; which doctrine U taught in man; 
paitB of the Old Testament, by type, figure, and 
prophecy ; in the New, we behold it clearty confirmed 
t^ the resurrection of Jesus. The circumstances 

* Lnka zri. Xfi. 
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aUeoding this grea.t ereat are repeatedly deaciibed, 
and the evidence clear aad coacluEtre. The witnesses 
to this impprlant fatt are iwt few ; bfflt enetnies and 
friends unite in giving tlieir testimony to hia death 
and resTicrectioT), The soldiers having taken the dead 
body of Jesus from the cross, his fi-iends deposit it 
ID the tomh. We caiinot hut stop h«re, and admire 
the overraling hand of Proridence io the more minute 
circumstances connected with the interment of the 
body of the Uedeeicer. The sepiUphre was hewa o«t 
of the sotid lock. No acceea coutd ba gained to it 
but by OQe opening', an which a panderaua stone wng 
placed, a seal aet thereon, and the entrance strictly 
guarded hy Roman soldiers. But wherefore all this 
care and Bttention over the dead body of one crucified 
at Golgotha ? It is by order of the High Priest and fl 
Fbajiaees, who had req^uested Pilate to allow them to 
make the grave fiure, as Jesus had declared he would 
rise again after three days. They, fully convinced of 
his death, and disbelieving his divinity, fear that (he 
disciples should steal the dead body of their Maater, 
and declare that he had rieen ; and thus the last erxor 
irould be worse than the first. But we have cause lo 
rejoice that they used bo much caution, for it tends to 
ealablisli the tTutb, and coiiGriD the testimony, of the. 
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ilisciples. It fully proves the deatli and Ijiirial ■hT 

J«sas,a]id thattbe body did nut remain an tliv ){rnvo. 

Od ibe fint day of the week, certain wuqibu of tlis 

<^paDy hasted early ti> the sepulchre, ti> oiiibalitj, 

»fler the custom of tlie east, the body of ihi'ir Ijctoved 

'tfaisur; but la, to t^ioir aston islinieiit and ^rii'f, it in 

Pl^tte ! They indeed see the place whtTC ilic Lurd had 

^Q; for a.a angel, by an earthquakOr had rolled 

«»ay the atone; at whose appearance tlio keeper* 

'■ecame a& d«ad men; but tn the woniL-ii, fillvd will) 

Sorrow and Burpriae on fiOC fiuding tlic body of their 

'^id, thia heavenly messenger proclaimed tliii retuf 

reciion of that Jesus whum ihoy sought. And at 

tl)ey Tua to tell the dLSCiples^ Jcbus himself met tliem, 

saying, All hail ! and they held him by tlm j'uH, and 

H'oraliipped hiui. Someof the watch, also, went into 

tlie city, aad told the Chief Prieatft atl that waH done ; 

Who, h&viDi; as&embled a council, ^ive largo sumi of 

mone^ to the Eoldiera to sayi that tliG diHd|ile» came 

by night, and stole him away, whilst tliey ak'|)t. 

This report, chough commonly believed amongst tli« 

Jews until thk day, will not bear examination. The 

more ve consider this tale, the clearer will the fact of 

resurrection of JesuB appear. If the body was 

tdeed stolen, why are the soldiers allowed to go 
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unpunished for their m^glecl, as they say U "KSb 
stolen whilst they slept. We should not expect lo 
find & Roman sentinel asleep tit his poet of duty, 
for their military discipline waa the most severe in the 
world. £ven if the soldiers had fallen asleep whilst 
watchiiii^ t}i« eotTEtDCe of the eep-'jlchre, it appean 
ioipoasihle far a number of peraoaa (o remove so pan- 
ideroua a atone without citnaid^i'able noise and bbstle, 
or tD pass among the guard3 'n'ithout awaking some of 
them. But even allowing the bady to hare heen gone 
whilst they elept, how could they possibly know, that !l 
was the disciples who had taken it? But is it at all 
probalile, that a few timid diEcipIes, who had Bed iniA 
their Master on his first apprehension, should now dare 
to go, in the face of a guard of Romaji soldiers, juatlj 
faniecl far their courago, and attempt to steal, and 
inticli mo-Fe to carry off, the body ! Let it be obae'rvRl 
that though the disciples had hoped Jeaiu "ha.d: 
been he: who would have redeemed larael;" yet, 
when they saw him laid in the grave, all their liopes 
that he was the Messiah fled, for the minds of the dis- 
ciplefl were strongly tainted by the Jewish prejudice, 
that the Megsiuh's would be a temporiU kin^om. 
Their dreams of earthly eplendour now vanished, mi 
they were about to return to their occupations in com* 
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"moD life ; in fiict, some Itid done so. Tb it reaisonable 
to imagine that ibe othees would engage in a plan 
frauglii with danger, fqr the sake of obcainiDg the 
body of one, in whom thej began to imagine them- 
selves deceived ? Besidest what advantage could 
they hope to gain by such a scheme? What end 
wis it designed to answer? They could not e^cpect 
to keep the act concealed : and if discovered, they 
v)6K folly convinced it would bring upon them the 
Beverest punishment. But if, aa the Boldiers pro- 
claimed, the disciplea did eCeal bim away, why are 
these haudful ol fishermen allon'ed to retain poasea- 
£ioD ? Why did not the Chief Priest, at the head of 
the Jewish SaQbednin, supported by the Romaa 
authority, instantly compel them to surrender the 
body ? Why are cot these men of Galilee brought to 
a judicial tribunal, examined, and openly puniahed. 
that the trwth of the soldiers' tale may bear eren the 
appearance of fact? Sarely this neglect is moateTt- 
traordinary in men who had shown such vigilant care 
over the body when in the tomb. The more we e:?- 
amine the conduct of the parties, the more inconsist- 
ent doea the Jewish tale appear. It is evident, the 
di&ci pies were as ignorant aa the rest of the nation, as 
to what the resurreetion ffom the dead should mean. 







J«U8 lia.d again and again preached the doctrine, 
jet tbey were at the first as backward as liia euemii 
to believe the fact, and digcovered much unbelief 
the first tidings of (he great event. The incredulitir 
of all of them is a stroag preBumption, tha.t as the; 
did not expect Jesus to ilae fiom the grave, so neli 
did they steal the body, sad falsely proclaioi t 
Maater risen. We hare a still further coudrmatioa 
of the fact from the events that foSlnwed. In thi 
interval of forty days, between hie resufrectioa &ni 
asceDGEun, Jesus appeared to many of his discjpli 
aud sbuwed himself alive by many iiifailibls proo& 
the nomen who went early to tEieir Lord'^ aepulchre, 
(vere first honoured with the eight of the risen Ro' 
de&meT. He afterwards appe&red to the twa sorrow- 
ing disciples as they waJked to Eminaus, then to the 
eleven as they eat at meat with the doors closed, and, 
eight days after, be again appeared to them, when the 
incnjdulous Thomas exclaimed, " My Lord and my 
God !" He also showed himself to the seven disciples 
who were fiahiag at the sea of Tiberius; after ttiat, 
was aeea of above five hundred brethren at once 
and, tlioiijfh some had fallen asleep, yet, when 
Apostle wrote, the greater part were then alive, and 
could testify to the truth of these things, Hoir 
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"vain ihp watch, the slone, the seal!" the grav(^ 
could jiot contaia the prisQPer. J^&ii$ b^ret the bands 
of death, and arose the tiiumphaiit victor. It wae 
"BMssirj lliat he, as the Head and Repreaertative of 
^ ctiurch, should conquer death and the grave for them , 
He di«d " that through death he might destroy him 
**( had the power of death, that ia, the defil." He 
nid in the grave that he might subdue the power of 
l^e graTe, He, as a eurety, became subject unto death 
•«a part of the cuise ; but, having paid the ful! raDsom, 
justice demanded his r-eJease. Having ealJafied the 
demanda of llie law, it was right that he should be 
hoDourably acquitted. Though " delivered for otif 
offences, he must be raised again for our jualifica- 
lioa." The resuTrection proves his atonement was 
iccep^ed by Gud aa fully adequate to all the require- 
menu of juetice, and declares him to be the Unn of 
God with pi>wer. Itifl by r«S6on of the incapacity of 
ihe damned in hell, to take \a the full measure of Ood'a 
n-rath due to them for their Bins, that their punUh- 
iDl, though it be eternal, yet never aatisfieft; Ije- 
inse they can never endure alias Christ could, ani) 
did; theirs is truly less than what Chriel underwent; 
d, therefore, his punishment ought not io Justice to ht^ 
imal, as theirs, bei^^auee he could mure fully satiafy 



Gti'm vn^ ia a fev Whs daa dKy onJd te tS 
r- By Im nmijiMm mhAetien, tfae nctl;, 
rpnce rf iiidlfllfla m paid. kDil tfae bq- 
&aai ril Ae ciUn of tfae Law ud 
** Ckn« is OK* bdB tfae ^ead, aad betOAW 
tfae iitf frvU of Atm tint dt^" Do ire eot beu 
'Tfay dead an Aalllre together; incb 
[ bejj JmB lh>..i mat- AwvkeaBdsiagtjrethu 
dvd IB tfae imt.' - I will OMom tfaen from the 
ptwer of tfae gnt*v ; I vill re de f tbaa from de&ifa. 
O deaA, I nQ be tfaj fbfmu ; O giare, I will be 
d^ dMCmetMn." Uaj wc not join is happy chuiu, 
" O dealt, wt«e is thy stin^ ? O fraTc, where is lij 
titlWJ • 1^ ■''^ of^ de&th 14 Bin ■ and the strenglli 
ef on is the law. Bnt^ tfcaaLs be to God, whicli 
giratb na tfae victor; through our Ltfid Jeeiu Chriit." 



CHAPTER UX 



Tboa b»4( uFiiiJtd on high, ibanliHIIedciptiiilj'e^tirt, 
ibOQ hul receired giRa for men ; y ei, foi tlte cebetliou* tlw. 
cbkl (be Lotil G«d nighl dir«[l vsgngvl tLem. — fcxlm Ixwi- 

We find amid the records of the Old Testament, 
Tcry distinguished honour was conferred by God on 
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two illustrious personages, whom he was pleased tu 
exempt from Lh^ coffiiiiQik Int of litimauity, and admit 
into tlie Celeecial City, by a new, and, till then, un- 
trodden pa.th. Their way led not across the dark 
valley of the sliadow of dtalh; they entered Ca- 
DaEn without pas£ing the banks of Jordao's stormy 
\tra.ter$. Gad vm pleased ta traDsIa.t« the bddies a£ 
Enoch and Elijah to heaven, without an executian of 
the sentence " dust thou a.rt, and unto dust shalt thou 
return." This was assiu'edly a high mark of farour; 
but ve are iu this verse presented with aa event, in 
.pariEon with which, the c&^es of Enoch and Elijah 
sink into insignificance. It is a deGcriptioa of tlie 

of 4 great and mighty conqueror, who, sur- 
ided by the trophies of hia victoriee, appears at 
court to receive the thanks and rewards his services bo 
well deserve. And who is this mighty conqueror? 
It is JesDB 1 See him surrounded by the little band of 
faithful followers, on whom h* bestowa bis parting 
blessing; having bid den them an oiTcctionate farewell, 
he, ft'ith coEficioua majesty, mounts the air, and soars 
beyond the eagle's path, through the vaat extent of 
space. Though he goes forth unattended, it is not 
long a Eecret that the vJctoritius Saviour is on his way 

heavenly kingdom ; for the myriads of spirits. 
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who &re anxiously vatchmg bis motions, no soiim 
oboerre th&t he faenda his couree toward the Celea>. 
tial City, but they inHtatitly proclaim ibe joyful news 
its iohabitants ; who, with holy ini patience, are all 
anyii>uB to fly on the win^s of love and adoration to 
meet and vi-elcome itiJa illtietrious Conq^ueror Lack ig 
th« realms of bllM. Wide are tbrawn the golden 
gates, Slid &s they op«n, ten thousand voices are heard 
chauntiog in chorus: "Lift up your heade, O ya 
gates ; and be ye lilt up, ys everlasting doors ; and 
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of 
glory? The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord, 
mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, ye gates; 
eveo lift them up, ye everlasting doars ; and the King 
of glorj- shall come in. Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of glory." Forth 
from heaven's portals there issued a goodly band, sing- 
ing as they advance lo meet and welcome their victa-* 
rious King, whom they convey ia ^;^le5tial triumph to 
the presence of the eternal Father ; seated on hie 
throne of glory, he r&ceives, with iaeffablt; deliglit 
and joy, this, his only 'begotten, always well-beloved, 
but now Biill more endeared Son, the Glorious 
Deliverer of the children of men. Great was the joy of 
that illustrious day, when the eternal Son of God, 
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entered the city of the new Jemsalem, ss the victo- 
iifiu Conqueror of sis, death, and hellj whom he led 
W CEptivee to adorn hie triumph, for, " having spoiled 
P'^Dcipdities and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triuinphing over them, and astended tin high, 
'ea<i!ng captivity captive," Then the ftgroal iiilie re- 
bounded CO the melodious gauad often thousand tinnea 
^Q thausaad voIcgb, who dng aloud, " Worthy ia the 

I L>iU]it> that was slain, to receive pawer^ and riches, aod 
^ifidom, and strength, and honour, and gloiy, and 

J ^lessiog." Then ail in heaven said, " Bleseiag, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto liim that 
sitteth upon th« throne, and ants the Lambj for ever, 

^Btod ever." The spirits of the redeemed vie with elect 
ugels, in testifying their love, reverence, and grati- 
tude Co the God of their salvatiaa. They knew, if 
the eternal Son of God had out become their aurety, 
oot ome of Adam's race could ever have entered the 
realms of bliss * But in the eternal council of peace, 
he did cQVeuatit and promiBe, in the fulness of time, 
to become a sacrifice, aud God who kneiv him to 
be faithful, did, on the credit of that promise, save all 
die Old Testament eaints.t Jesus had now fulfilled 



* Jolm xW, 6. 
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thatenga^ment; paid the full price of their Tedemp* 
tion J " blotted out tbe hand-writiug of ordinance" 
that vaa against them, takiDg it away by nailing 
it to hifi croBB." What wonder, if his return wai.H 
hailed with rapturous delight; his presence could not ^ 
fail of adding frosh joy to the happy spirite of the re- 
deemed in glory. Yee 1 Jeeus has " ascended on high, i 
he ha.H led captivity captive, and receired gifts foi*B 
men." It la as the God-Man, it is ia his human 
nature, that he is enid to receice gifts; for, ae God, 
All is hia in common with the Father. It is ia Ibe 
office of Mediator, that he has " all power given him 
in heaven and on earth." It is as God-Man, that 
the Father set him " at hig right hand, in tha he» 
venly places ;^ far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and douiiniou, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but aha in that which is ta 
come; and hath put all things under his feet, ani 
ga^e him to be the head over all things to the church,"' 
He is made the great AltHoner «f heaven, and h« 
disposes of his gifts to the children of earth. He has 
received freely, and he gives freely, — witness the 
efaowereof ^censioo gifts, on the day of Pentecost. Hi'fl 
then, as the apostle quotes the words, *' gave gifts to 
men, yea, to the rebellious also, that the Lord ~ 
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U|;ht dwell Aftiopg them." B'lt while we view Christ 
Og glorified, let us cot fail tit connect the scenes of 
Gethsemanc and Calvary. The new song in leaven, 
to which their golden harps are ever tuned, ig to the 
praJfie <jf him " u'ho was Glain, and has rede^iDed ub 
to Ggd by his blood, out gf every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation ; and has made us unto our 
God kings and priesU fi>r ever." 



CHAPTER LX. 



And it ■hflll came tn pass afLarward, that I will poar -ant 
my spirit upon all Stih ; and youi bods anJ your ilnugtiCerB 
sliall pr^phdty, t^our old uen ihall dieiim dreams, aad joiir 
fODiig meo aliaU see -visiona : aod aim upon llie BeiTUiiU and 
upon (be bandiaaida la those days iriU 1 pour AUttuy epirit — 
Joel ii. SB, 39. 

That part of the prophet Joel {torn which this 
vetse is selected, is highly intercating^; and although 
not strictly prophetical of the person of the Messiah, 
yet it is so closely coanected that it cannot be eefered 
without injury to the whole. Id fact, it serves as el 
test, whereby we may prove if Jesua be in truth that 
MeBBiah, of whom " Moses and the prophets did 
write." The "afterward" here noticed, alludes to 
K 2 
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the coining «f tHe Messiah, bft^r whicli great d&jidf 
the Lord, the pfomiee here made, of a glorious oul- 
pourjiigof the epirit, was to he fulfilled. It will be 
alike easy and delightful, to trace its act^omplishmeiit. 
The Holy Spirit, from the earliest ages of the warld, 
liOEshed his sacred influences over th^ church; bui 
DO visible or open display of that diviae person, God 
the Holy Gho^t, had ever been made. Th$,t great 
event nas resen-ed until after the Mesaiali's appear- 
ance; and, when that illustrious perwn had publicly 
manifcGted tiimself to the world, then waa this promiac 
to be fulfilled. Je^us declared himself tobetheeeuiiid 
person, in the revesiled order of the Holj Trinity — the 
eternal Son of God — Christ the Messiah; and in' 
£ncli character he promisedfW^hea returned to glory, t» 
send down the Holy Spirit. A^ia and agala did Jesut 
direct his disciples to c»pect that event. On the last 
great day of the feast, he publicly proclaimed in the 
temple its near approach, and promised its fulfilmeal; 
" for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that 
.lesu&wafi not yetglorified." When the faithful dieciplef' 
ivere overwhelmed with grief, on learning from their 
beloved Master that be was shortly to leave them, 
Jesus cheered theirdroopingBpiiits with the promiaeof 
inother Comfarter, even the Spiiit of truth; whom 
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uld ?ead from the Fathac To reconcile iheia sIil) 
more to hisdepajturejhe toid chein " ii was «spedi- 
eat for theoi that he should go away," for, "if be 
went not away the ComfoTtec would not come; but if 
he departed, he would seod him untu them." After his 
resurrection, Je&ua again taught the discipks to expect 
thia great event, and 01 the morning of his asceii- 
sion he repealed his proini8<>, addine;, as it would not 
be inany days h«itce, they should t^fry at Jerusalem 
uutit its accomplishment. After the ascension of 
Jeaus, the discipleB were so fully persuaded that he waa 
the Christ of God, that they coatioued dally aasembied 
together, ivaitiag for the fulSlmeat of llie great promise: 
made to them by their risen Lord. 
- It will be remembered, that aJl the laraelitish males 
were commandi^l to appear, three times in the year, 
before the Lard at Jerusalem, at the feasts of Passover, 
Penteciul, aad Tabernaclea, The feast of Pentecost 
or weeks, was celebrated fifty days after the PassoTer. 
It was at the first great Jewish festival, the Passover, 
that Jesus was cmciBed. He arose from the de^d on 
liifi third day, and as forty days iatervencd between his 
resurrectiou and return to glory, there could be only 
seven days from bis ascension nnttl the feast of Peia^ 
tecost. It was 09 the morning of the ever- memorable 
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day of PentecoBt, the disciplies being all of one accord,' 
in one p-lace ; that " suddenly tb*re came aeound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and fiUed all 
the house, where they were asBcmbled ; and there ap- 
peared cloTCD tODgueS) like as of fire, and aat upon 
each of them, and they were alt filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tangues. aa the 
Spirit give theiD utterance." Such a miraculous 
$v$qt waseoon noised abroad, and multitudes crowd to 
leam the fact. Aa the Holy Spirit was graciously 
pleased to malte this open display of bis person and 
godhead, at one of the great Jewish festivals, the 
Dumber of strangers who usually resorted to Jerusalem 
at that season, either for the purposes of worship or 
trade, became witnesses r>f (he miraculouB gifts be- 
stowed aa those hitherto imleaxned, and many of them 
unlettered, Galilean fishermen. The inhabitants of 
Galilea were pfoverbinl for their dclneas and stu- 
pidity ; * yet these men were taught, in an instant of 
time, tospealt, with ease aad fluency, languages whose 
very names, it ia more than probable, they were an hour 
before unable to pronounce torrectly. An opportuni^ 
was instantly offered for the apostles openly to display 
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leir extraordinary gifts. Amidst the Eusemblfd 
ongwere men of sixteen diferent nations, to whom 
eae poor fishermen publicly procla-iined, in their 
ceveraJ languagBs, or dialects, the wonderful workg of 
od. They needed eo interpreter, iu addreesiogthis. 
motley crowd. Huw preposteriwa to accuse the apostles 
•of drunkenness ! Truly, we should not imagiae a state 
inebriety the beat calculated for acquiriag a know- 
ledge of any af the learjied laoguo^es. We seldom 
know meniOiDwerer well their heads axe furnished,) in 
a state of iatoxi cation, speak any thiag except it hu 
the lacguage of fooli^lmess. Beeide, it was only the 
third hour of the day, (nine o'clock) the time of 
ofiering the daily morning sacrifice in the temple, 
before which hour (he Jews were fijrbicideD to take 
any refreGhmeut; and, as this was a solemn festival, 
UD doubt the command wa^ then more strictly ob- 
Berved. How mitd, yet energetic, the reply af Peter, 
who declued. the event to b& a fulElment of the pio- 
phecy of Joel, accorapUshed on the return of Jesus to 
glory; " when being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy G-host, he had shed fortii that which they 
tlieo saw and heard." The appearance of the Holy 
Spirit was sufficient to prove his personality. Might 
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not the sound from heaven, as nf a rushiag nuglitf 
wind, be designed to show thai the operations of God 
the Holy Spirit, are like the unknown and uaen- 
' plflred sources (if th* air. " The wind bluweth wh«re 
it lifltetb, atid thou heareet the sound thereof; but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, or whither it g-oeth : 
8ft is every one that is born of the Spirit." This wm 
a lesson taught Nicodemiu by Jesus, the wisdom and 
word of God. 

On Shinar's plains, the Lord, to testify his divine 
displeasure, confounded the language of mankiad. It 
was a curae pronounced on Babei'a tower; but at Pen- 
tecost, the Holy Spirit was pleased to use the diversity 
of language as a witness of hie almighty power and 
Godhead^ when he publicly and solemnly ordained 
the apostles miniBtorsof the everlasting GiMpd, nod 
endoived them with extraordinary gifts, as the firEt 
ambassadors of Chriat, sent forth to publish unto all 
nadonsthe glad tidings of great joy. 

Might we not be tempted, when viewing- the imnuK' 
ral and profane amusements of ^V]iimintide,l<)ima°iiie 
it an annual feast holden to Yenus or Bacchus ; instead 
of (as at first designed) a solemn festival, intended to 
commemorate the neible descent of the Spirit of 
Purity t Certainly the general character of the puhlie 
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aneublies, at that season, bears a much nearer tg- 
Ktnblance to the sports holdeu in honoiiT of the 
dtifiei! heroes in heathen mythology, than to ihe pure 
. flpiritual nature of the Divine Person, whose lirec 
Ipnblic appearance in our world it was wished annuaUy 
ti celebrate. Wliat tvoultl the earlj disciples of 
Cbrist feel, could they behold the sad pervereion of 
thii Bvsni festival ! 
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CHAPTER LXI. 



AdJ I will pour up DO the Houk of DBvi-d, anid cpon chc 
inhtbitnii'ti of JeriiBileni, tiie Spirit af ^tce and of sup[>lici>- 
lioni; and th«y abKll Look upan me whom (heji have pieiced, 
aodtlie-y Bball moiiinfot tim as one naonmelli for liis onlj sou, 
and ihall be ia bitteraeBs for bim as oae that is in bitterati^s 
tor hifl Gist born. — Zecb. mi. 10. 



VTb£ Piophet Zei:harta.h here preseota to our view 
tme of the richicst Jewela in the treasury of God's pro- 
ini§es. It sparkles clear and bright amid the records 
of divine tnilh. All earth's riclie§t treasures cannot 
oBer an adequate remuneration for the withdrawnif nt 
of this precious promise. The words deserve out most 
careful examination. We will therefore consider 
the person here promiBingi the persons to whom the 
K 5 
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pruint&e is made ; the thing promised ; Bad sonb 
for proo& of its fulfilment. 

The ptiaoQ here prgmi^ag is the God-Man, Chrisl 
Jesus, for the worda are, " I wiU poor, &c. im., 
and they sball look upon me, whom tbey hixe 
pierced, and mourn." We ncTer find God the 
Father ueing such language as this when Epeakia; 
of hia disobedient crea-turee. God isJustlydiBpka&ed ^ 
sX nian'< apostasy. Hi& lair is dishonoured, his worki ■ 
defaced and injured by sin. Tet God, &s Gvd, 
cannot be the aubject of pain and sorrow, he is 
beyond their Tcsich, But if ve lcM>k at the God- 
Man, Christ Jesus, we behold his Bacied he 
pierced with a thofiij cronn, ida hands and it* 
with nails of iron, his side with the BoIdier'&Epemr, bqA 
his soul with the wrath of God. He who suffered thiia h 
onearth, did, asGod, make this gracioua promise. V 

The peTBOoa to whom this promise literally applies, 
are the Jews, whnae restoration as a natioa to ' 
dirioe favour, will form a prorainent feature in i 
latter-day glories of the Church. The Lord hmyta^ 
mised to gather together the dispereed in Judah, aod^ 
the outcasts of Israel. " The deliverer shall aiii 
out of Zion, and tiun away nitgodlioess from Jacob>1 
This nation, who once refua.ed aad crucified 
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Messiah, shall, when ptirtakers of this promised 
blessing, " lock upon him whom they laTa pierced, 
and mourn." This promise is not con£iied to ihe 
ievPB, buC extends to the fallen race of Adam, whom 
our spiritual David will make iahabitanta of the new 
.lerusalem, which ia above, without regard to th«ir 
being of Jewisi) oi Gentile txtractivo* He will not 
DDfiider the trifling distinctions of colour, language, 
«T nation, a barrier of &uch importance AS to preclude 
their paiticipating in hia blegsings. 

The thing promised is aa abundant autpauring of the 
Holy Spirit. Adam, by his apostasy, lost the image of 
God BtB.iEiped upou his soul at hia creation. The bgd- 
tence, "ia the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
■die," was not suffered to go unexecuted. From that 
hapleua hour, bis soul, the most noble part, was dead (u 
all spiritual life, and became the abode of con'oding 
pawioua bud depraved principles. He immediately 
sbmnk from holding iatercourae with God, and tried 
to hide himself frnm the preaence of Iiis benefactor. 
As Adam begat a son in hia own falbn likuoessi ail 
luB race partake of the same corrupt nature. We are 
lant of God and bis ways. We need diTine 

Matt, iinii. 19. Acts si. 16.j xiii. M, 47., xr.3. 
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tea-ching; we cannot naturally Duder&t&iLil the thingi 
of God.wliicli are spiritual, the €yeof ourunderstatid- 
uig being dBLrkened; Godiaaat in^i our thonghtfi; w« 
are averse to comDiuoion with the Fatter of SpiriU- 
We despise his offers of free grace — -xe prefer to be 
i^ved by aurowo ratlier thaa God's method — wt set 
DO beauty in Jesus thB.t we Ehould desir« him— ire 
dislike lo reooance our uva, and trust in bis complete 
righteoueness — we conBider his cammanda ^eTOUs, 
and the !a,qguafi;e of our eoul is, " we will not 
have this man to reign over ua." But we are here 
toldofaBovereign antidote for these deef -seated moral 
disorderfi of the soul. Here is a graciouH promi&e of an ■ 
abund9LDt autpauring of the Huly Spirit, whose office 
it IB to " convince of sin, of righteooanesa, and of 
judgment." He convinces the aoul, into which he 
enters, of the exceeding sinfulness of sin — that it is the 
«Til thing which God hates; and shows the divine law 
ia spiritual, e-ct«ndtiig to the thoughts and intents of 
the hearl.* He puis a cry for mercy into th« soul, 
destroys the natural enmity ai the mind against God's 
plan of salvation, and makes the object of his dirio* 
teaching williing and anxious to partake of the Lord's 
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bounty, and be a, debtor to mercy alone. Tlie Holy 
Spirit teachei of riglitGousneES hj conTinciDg that a 
liett«r righteouanesB than our own tattered rags i» 
abeolutely necessary, erG we can see the face of God 
with peace. H& mukes th« sduI willing tg> he clathed 
with tbe Keddiog gartnent cif Jesus' righteousness, 
Whiclk J3 the fine linen df the eainte- It is indispen- 
sable that we be clothed with thSs Itvery of the court 
of Heaven, or we shall be denied ELdmisaion iuto the 
manaions of the Kiag of Glory. Would we behold 
(he fulfilment of this prophetic promise, then let lis 

irectaurmiDdsback to asurrey of the glflriouascenea 
exhibited on tlie ever memorable day of Pentecost, 

hen the Spirit was, in so free and copioiiB a manner, 
poured out from on high. Attend to the sermon 
Peter preached on the day of his ordination ; mark its 
tB on the three thousand of the House of DaTid, 
inhabitants of Jeruf!aleiD'& much-f^med city. Listen 
to their cry, " Men and brethren, what must we do ?" 
Surely these were none of the «tout hearts who darfd 
.CTea to crucify the Lord of life and glory ? Thp 
me ! yet how different their tone — how altered their 
induct^ To what cause can we attrihute tliis aeto- 
Dishing change in the naiods of three thousand persons 

Id the same instaQt of time? Surely it wm non? 
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fitber than the almighty work of God the Hoi; Ghost; 
It waa hia influeace on the minds of the^e inea whicli 
produced the Spirit of grace and euppltcation, and 
taught them to direct tlie anxious cry and EuppUcating 
look unto him 'whoQi they had pierced, "Was not iht 
an^ui§h of their soula, under a Beaae of their eins, equal 
to the exquisite boitow of those who bitterly bewail 
the death of their first-born ? However skilfully Ptter 
might wield the sword of the Spirit, (the word of God,) 
it was none €ther than the God of a]1 grace, wlvt 
directed and sent it home with saving power to t^M 
beHfU &nd coDsciencea of these Jervfl&lem afuQera. 
Are not tha other triumphs of the Spirit worthy of 
regard, when ive thousand are made willing cordially 
to embrace Christ crucified ? May we not, by the 
way, obaerve, that the reception of the Gosp«l by sucli 
mimbersBO i id mediately after the asceoaiou of Jeeua, 
proved the truth of the ftictg recorded by the apoit« 
tles^ of the life, death, reEurrectiou, and ascensi^a 
of Clirist ? Many, no doubt, of these early conveia 
ef Christinnjtyi had been eye-witneeBes of several irf 
the events, and all had an opportunity of diaooveriiDg 
the deception, if there had existed any, in the apaa*:fl 
tles^ narrative. But do sooner are they persuaded 
to compare the Old Testament prophecies coacerDing 
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the Measiah, with all the circumstances io the history 
of JeBuaof NazEirelh, than they anxiously desire to 
be enlisted under the banners of the ctosr. TJoahle 
to resist the force of truth, they join the persecuted 
adherents of the crucified Jesus, and cast in their lot 
with iiis despised foHowers, altbough " a sect every 
T»here spolsen agEUDst."^ When were converts to Chris- 
tianitj lUABt numerouB? Was it not when there 
e^xisted the hest possibEe opportunity of detecting the 
least imposition or falsehood, otithe part of the writers 
of the New TestBment? Let it not he forgotten that 
thoBS early converts were neither won ty the arm of 
^P WorldJy power, nor bribed hy proS'ered gold . On the 
contrary, no sooner did they embrace the Goapel, but 
they were met at the very threshold by jgpominy and 
persecution in every varied and frightful form, euffici- 
eotly terrific to ^eUr &U but men really convinced of 

»tiie tnith, and swayed by its sacred influence. 
But we must not confine the accomplishment of 
this promise entirely to thedaysof Pentecoet, although 
it then assumed a more splendid and attractive ap- 
^KrKnCe, than it h^done in these latter times. Yet 
through each succeeding age, the Lord the Spirit has 
^Ljiot been unmiadful of his covenant eD;a^ra,e^ts, 
Gould we draw aside the reil that eeparatea betiveea 
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Q9 and tbe holy of holies — coulil we obtain ; 
of tlie iahabitaitte of the New Jerusalem wbicb 
ubove-, andiii(]uiieof thegnodJy aumt)er thai surtouud 
th« throne of God and the Lamb, Who was the i^tbr 
ful instructor and guide, that taught them to walk t> 
tbfl way tbftt led to everlastiog' life ? they would direct 
us to the Lord the Spirit, a^ ihe aluaighty ^de who 
poifited out the road, and taught their wandciing feet 
to tread the strait, the narrow way, the only p&th, 
leads to Zion's hill. In the Bible, that chartaf liie^ 
the road iaiBbowD with clearneGS, and described with 
ftccuiacy. It is called faith in the fioisbed salvatioD 
of Christ, atid obedience tDhiacommaods. The hand 
which drew this path Co glory, is the very sama tlj^| 
painted the splendid canopy of heaven. By this good 
old way, all the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrsi 
and reformers, entered the city of the Lord of Host*. 
Their guide and comforter, through this waste howling 
wildenieas, was the third person of the Triune-JehoTah. 
What couQllesa myriads has this almighty guide le'd 
to the niiiuDt of Gad, from the a-Dtedllupian worthies, 
down lo the happy spirit just entered into the joy of 
its Lord! Like them, led by the same uuemog teach^^f 
we ahall not fail of arriving safely at the aiaasioQ of 
*ver]a«ting joy, for he is the ooly faithful ca 
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loctor* to. the heavenly Jerusalem; untauglit by him, 
lone can fiad the path af life, but nill assuredly 
ble on the dark mouataina of ala and error, and 
tb« davT-award road that leads to hell. 
Eteroal life ia the gift of God. Christ is " the 
ay, th* truth, and the life ; non* can come rnito God, 
but by him." The office of the Holy Spirit is to 
ineCrtict th« ignorsLiit, comfort the mourners io Zion, 
B.iid make us meet to be "partakers of the inheritance 
ftf the saints in light." " If ye, lieiof evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask hJtD." May we he partakers of that iaesti- 
mable blesRing, for wiihout his influeac« on our hearts, 
vain will beeventhe electing lorc «f God the Father — 
vaia the vicarioua sacriEce and imputed rigihteoiissess 
of Christ the Son — vain to us the plan of salvation; 
and caia, all the promifies of the Gospel. As well for 
ns, if those glad tidings of great joy, " Glory to God in 
tte highest, ard on earth peace, food -will toward men," 
bad not rtjached our ears. Unapplied, the most sove-- 
reigu remedy is uselees, for then n'lt even Gilead's 
balm, can heal the dire diseaae.f Christ will prove 
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na Saviour ta us, mil€ss applied toourindiriduaU'aeD. 
Il ia the office of the Hol^ Spirit, ta taite uf tlie thiDgi 
of Christ and ahow them unto us. Faith is the Jiaud 
by which we graap Christ crucified. That saving 
fidthjbj which we Bppr«ih«iid the finished salvation of 
Je&iie, and malce it our own , is % grace wrought ig tlw 
heart tiy the operation of the Spirit of God. Fai 
better weuld it be for the children of meu, if t3xe lun 
were luroed into darkness, the moaa intu btood, and all 
the stars of hearan n-ithdraw their ahiaiog ; than tbai 
this gioriious protniae of the outpouring of the Spirit, 
should be blotted from thebouk of God's rernenaljnuice! 
May that blessed luorning shortly do-wn, " wliSAtlf 
aball know the Lord ! " Hasten, glorious Iiitmanuil, 
that bright day, when " the whole eanh shall be fuQ 
of the knou iedge of tlie Lord, as the waters cover the 
•ea." 



CHAPTER. LXII. 

The Lord linth awota and will not repent, diou. ul a priest 
tot ever, after tba oidei of Melchiz«dek. — I'salm ex. 4. 

In the Old TeatatnenC, we find but little recorded of 
Melchizedek, that venerable priest of the most High 
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Hod, who met aod ble68e(] tie patriarch Abraliun as 
he returned victorious from the slaiighter of Chedor- 
laomeraod the cooiederate kings. But from that little, 
we are led to regard him as a person of dittinctioD. 
To him, the great &ther of the faithful and &ieiid 
of God presented the tithes or tenths of the spoil. 
It is itom th& prophetical woid of the royal PealmiEt, 
" the Lord hath swam aad will aot repeat, thau art a 
Priest for ever, after the order of Melehizedek," that 
we are taught to view this ancieot prie&t of God as 
a type : aod of whom, if not of Christ ! Paul, lo his 
epietle to the Hebrews,'* Epeake largely on the sub- 
ject; he proves the fulfilment of the prophecy, and 
d«c!sres, that Christ's priestlj office waa pre6gured in 
the person of MelchizedeV, to Abraham the father of 
the Israelitish race. In the same epistle, we find 
blended the priesthood of Aaron, in order to show ihe 
vast superiority of that of Christ over the other two, 
though both ioEtituted by God himself. But as we 
find DO prophecy respecting the Aarontc priesthood. 
We make no further reference to that euhj^ct, in order 
to attend more immedietelj to the words, " The Lord 
hath eworo, and will not repent, thou art a priest fo.r 
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cTer, after tli« order of Melcbizedek." Was tluj 
priest of the cnoAt High God boDoureii with the title 
of King of Salem — by interpf etatJofi, King of Rigbte- 
oosoess, uid Kiog of Peace ? U not Jesiu proclaiaiEd 
Kifl^ of Zion ; the Lori] our RighteouBoess, &ai the 
FriDce of Peace? Nor ar« these attre empty titles, 
but real characteiB, aDd offices, sustaitied by Him, 
who "abideth a priest uponhia throne for ever." Vft 
feave no histoni^ a.ccouDt nf the pareotage or <i<i- 
eceadaata of Melchizedek; he ia presented to lu as 
" nitlmut father, without mother, without descent. 
havitig; neither begiuuiug of days, &i>r «iid of life ; " 
but being made like unto the Son of God, abideth a 
piteit Continually.* And Christ's priesthood was not 
derived by genealogy, or Buccesston, he had neither 
father or mother of the family of Aarnn, from wham 
his priesthood could deecead. It ts evident our liOid 
jprang "out of Judah, of which tribe iio< man gare 
attendance at the altai ; " | oiBithcr did Christ die and ' 
leave it to others, by way of descent, but was coasli- 
tuted K single prieqt^ ivithoul pred>ecesSdr ttt S11.CC&66OT. 
*' He %bideth a priest tor ever, after the order of 
Melcbizedek." It is impossible for a finite mind t« 
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omprehend the eternal sonsnipi of the Sos of GaSj 
whom the Father, before the foundation of tlie world, 
coDsdtuted a. prieat for ever ; and therefore, the priest- 
Jiood of Melchizedek wae institLited to preiigiu'e to ub 
the nature of Christ's eterBal priesthood. " The i.ord 
hiLth sWgrq and Will Hot fej>ent, thgu cirt a priest 
for ever, after the order of Melthizedek." ThesB 
words deserve particular atteotios. It is Gad the 
Father who swears Co Christ ; no oalli of aflegiance is 
required from him who is constituted our Priest. 
Jehovah, who&e eye pierces through futurity, knew he 
would be faithful in his o&ice, and he freely and un- 
reeerredly trusted hini to maiutain hie divine honour 
'and Justice, and accompltgh the ialvatiun of sionen. 
The high -priestly office, though hoogur^We, could not 
add to Christ's dignity; but his glorious person did 
confer honour and dignity upon the sacred officii 
for he who is constituted our High Priest, " is fellow 
to the Lord of Hosts." " Every high priest is or- 
dained, to oSer both gifts and sacrifices," and great 
was the sacrifice offeied by Chii&t : he offered up him- 
self; he Would barruw notlkine;, but was both prif«t, 
■acrifice, altar, and temple: and " bv that offeriag> 
he liath perfected for erer them that are saactified." 
tif Aad because he coutiiiutth eier* he batli an un- 
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changod^ ynKAood ;" " wha^ore be is aUe to i 
tbev tv the attennoct, tfaat come mtto God by bin, 
Maog be erer Ureth (o nuke iiRerceedoo for Itwm," 
Bl^sved Jes^ ! thoa priest of Melchixodeli's ord«, 
while we would not witLbold finm dwc a poutiaig of iS 
that thoagireec vs, let na not re«tntisGed, till wean 
enabled la pTe§eDt " our bodies aod souls a reasonsblp 
ncrifice, holy and a«»ptable unto God." 



CHAPTER LXUI. 



Seffli^ w««kB VK determinei! upon thj people iqd njMB 

thy bolf niy, taQaiah tie tiBat^eniaii. ind to make an ud 
of siDB, asi to make recoaciliatioa for iuiqiuc)', and to briig 
ilk eTerlnituig nghteooscess, and lo eeH op Ilie viaion ud 
propbecj, and to anDiat the mostKoly, Knowt tlierefore. isd ^ 
tmdeiitaiid, that fiom the going foitbof (hf cfvnunuidBkMtt la H 
RStoie aud to baiM JeniBaleiii. nata the Metsiib. the Prince, 
■Jiall be teven we eke, and three seora and twp ice^ka- tia 
street shall be 9iuilt a^in. and ih« irall, eren in trovUiHia 
tifflea.— Daitid ix. 94, 2f, 

Tjib harps ftf Jwdah were sileQl — the discoDsolate 
IgraeliteB hung tbem on the willows of Babytcn— no 
•ongs of Zion weie heani in that latid of eaptiWty, . 
where, forsevcDty lanj years, tbey wore the filing 
yoke of bondage, bereft of home and all it« b]>ps«iiigtr 
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l^the land af tha'a forefathers in the possession of 
sCmug^rB — Jerusalem in ruinG — herpaJacesconaumed 
— the Temple destroyed — the spot tiodden dawn bj 
the Heathen — Iheiiiselvea exposed to the taiints of their 
cgiK^uerorsj and compelled to bow before the idolatrous 
image of Chaldean superstition.* "Well might Judah'a 
sons weep by the waters of Babylan, whose murniur- 
ingB recalled lo their recollection the stream which 
gushed from Horeb's mount, j- The remembrance of 
past bie£sings increases, the weight of prestnt misery. 
How changed their state, and changed to ptioiah their 
awful rebellions against the L&rd of Sabaotb! Yet 
thfrGod of Israel was not unmindful of hia promise- 
he cheered fheir drooping spirits with the assurance 
of speedy deliferance from their captive state. The 
prayer of Daniel entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Hosts — the Gommand was given — swiftly the angel, 
even Gabriel, Sew to leveal hia Lord's decrees unto 
the mourning prophet — that " man greatly beloved'" 
of his God. Daniel was commissioned to foretel 
the deli vent Qce of the Jews from Babylon — the build- 
ing t)f Jernsalem and its walls in tronbloufi times ; 
and to him, Jehovah wa» graciously pleased to renew 
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ihe pr6iiiiB6of the Prince, Messiah, whose appearancs 
all the patriaiclis and propliets had foretold. The 
nearer tha.t gloriaus epoch approached, th& mure mi- 
nulely was it described. The Lord gave Daniel lo 
" know and underatand, that froio the goiiig forth oi 
the commandment to restine and build Jenisalcin 
uirto the- Messiah, the Prince, should be seven weeks, 
and three score and twa weeks," The period here 
styled weelcs, is generally allowed to be Eabbaths of 
5eara, This appears to be the sense of the passa^, 
for the Jews were acctistomed to reckon their time 
and feasts by wteks or sabbaths. The week of dnjd 
vaa froiQ one Ecvench or sahbath day la another. The 
week of years was from one seventh or sabbatical year 
to another; in the seventh, or HaLbatical year, they 
neither sowed their fields nor pruned their vineyards; 
it was a Kibbath of rest unto the land.* In the regula- 
tion of the year of Jubilee, they were commaniied to 
number " Eev^n sabbaths of yeara, seven times seven 
years, and the space of the seven sahbatha of yeais 
shall be to thee forty and nine years. "-j- We therefore 
only follow the Mosaic rule, (lo which Mosea'disci- 
ples cannot abject,) if we consider these seven weelcE, 
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and three score and two weeks, as seven timea sixty- 
nine, or four hundred and eighty-three y-eara, which 
shodd be between " the going forth of the commaDd- 
meDt to restore ajid huild Jerusalem unto the Messiah, 
the Prince." Thiere were four distinct decrees or cam- 
ntB-ndrnGiLts granted by the Icings of Persia, in favour 
of the Jews, who came under the dominion of that 
empire b; ita conquest of Babylon. This was the 
epoch of Daniel'a viaion. No souner had Cyrus 
obtained possessioa of Chaldea, than he iaaued a 
decree allowing the Jews to quit the land of their 
captivity, and repair to Judea to huild the temple of 
the Lord. He also restored to tliem the vessels and 
treuurw which NebuchadnK!ar had taken from the 
temple huilt by SulomoD. On the ^rant of this 
decree," five hundred and thirtj-aix years before 
Chri«t, many of the Jews returned to their own land, 
and laid the foundation «f the temple ; but tliey were 
hindered in tho buildine^of it by their several enemies, 
who were supported in their opposition by Arta- 
xerxes, the successor of Cyrue. But wiien Darius 
Hystaspea ascended the throne of Pctrsia. he issued a 
decreet fire hundced and nineteen years before Christ, 

• 2 Cliron. xxxwi, ti, 23. t Ears ri.7— 18. 
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fortidding the enemies of the Jews to inlierrupt the 
building uf the temple, and further commaiided IVbI 
m^terlalH requisite for the work, and tlie aniniali, 
oil, and wine for the sat^rifices, should be 5uppli«I 
at his (the king's) cuat. The third decree was granted I 
to Ezra, the scribe, four hundred and eLxry-Beveii ' 
years befoie Christ, by Artaxerxes LongimanuE, in 
the seventh year of hie reign, by which he bestowed 
great favours upon tb'S Jews,* appoiiitiog Ezra G#<i^ 
vernor of Judea. He permitted all the J*h's to retuni 
to Jerusalein, and commanded his. treaaureis beyoDd 
the rirer, to aupply Ezra with such things as he needed 
for the house of hiB God, even to an hundred lalen 
of silver, an hundred meaaure? of wheat, an hundred 
baths of wine, and an hundred baths of oil. The king 
and his princes presea ted much silver and ^old, and 
many vessels, and ordered that what else might be re- 
quired for the house of God, should be supplied fro; 
the king'e treasury. Thia ia not the sa-me Artaxerxei 
who listened to the slanderous reports of the enemieB 
of the JewE, and stopped the building of their LempJe; 
hat Artaxerxes, Bumanied Longimaous, supposed 
be the person atjled Ahaauenie, ia the book of EBth>erj 
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whose attachment to hie leraelitish consort may ac- 
coiiDt for the distinguished favours he conferred on the 
I people of her nation. W« find the queea ivas present 
^Hrben Nehemiah presented his petition, which was 
^Hhe second decree granted by this monarch, and was 
^^he fourth and last decree, being granted in the twen- 
tieth year of his reign, and ffnir hundred and fifty- 
four years before Christ." This was the most efficient 
decree, for by it Jerusalem and ite walla were built. 
The high resoiveso/thecourtof Heaven were Tevealed; 
Daniel was made " to know aud understand that 
from the going fottli of the commandmeat to restore 
and build Jerusalem, unto the Messiali, the prince, 
shall b« seven weeks, and three score and two weeks, 
being sixty nine weeks, or four hundred and eighty- 

■ three years. From the last, or fourth, decree to 
Hie birth of Christ, (vide Rollin, volume S, page 
265,) is four hundred aod fifty-four years, to which 
WB add twenty-nine yesis (the a^ at about which 
Christ entered on his public ministry) ;t these united, 
make the exact f>eriod of sixty-nine weeks, or four 
hundred and eighly-three yeara. Daniel also declares 
that " seventy weeks (or four hundred and ninety 
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«} are determine apoa thy people and upon tb; 
boly citV) to finish the trajii^resBWD, aad Xo make an 
end of ftiDs, and to make recoaciliaUon for iaiqoitjr, 
und to bring in ererlastlbg ri^bteodsaeac, knd to tni 
up th« TuioQ and prophecy, and to aDoiitt the most 
Holy." Vi'e find between the serentj weeks, or four 
huodred and ninety years, and the Bixly-nine weeliG, 
or four handred and eighty-three yeare, a differencft; 
of one week, or Berea years, which ia the week 
dently alluded to in the iwemty-seTeDtb rerse of 
clia.pter,iQ which" he shall eopfinn the co^cfiaat 
many for on« week^&c." From the period of ChriatV 
first entry into the iniiiietry, and the calUng of hi 
apo&tleg, until hi.s cruci6.'uoQ. were three and a h. 
years, and, for three and a half years after that event, 
his apostles cantinued to minifiter amongst the Jewg. ^ 
This makes a. peri-od of seven years, (or one propbelie| 
week,) m th« midrt of whicli the Messiah was cut off) 
and " the sacrifice and oblation" virtually ce 
The correepomJeiicii: la examt; J^etis, the Messiah, D' 
only entered on his public mioistry at the veij peril 
[Minted nut ages befor«, but was aettially cqt off 
the midst nf the week, as was expressly ibreto1d> 
These predictions of the Prince Messiah are peculiarly 
Atrikiog, The Lirae for his appearance is marked, anl- 



the pa.rticu1ar objects he Bliould effect on his comiji^, 
are deacribed with Bucb miDutenesfl, aa scarcely to 
admit of the possibility oi mistaking his persoD, The 
gfajid fea.tiires of his tniegioii w^r? eq atraagL^ esthi- 
bited, that it was morally impossible the Messiah 
should appearand not be recognised. Prejudicemuat 
have blinded the eye of that miad which does not, on 
comparing the whole of the New Tesicimeat with iliis 
prophecy, acknowledge ifeauB of Nazareth to be the 
Messiab. It bears the stamp of dinae prescience : 
iiOD« but the omuiscieat Cod could have given hia 
features with such clearnesB so many ages before. 
This portrait of die Mf^^^iah, which bears so exact a 
resemblance to Jesus, was in the possession of the 
Jews, at least live hundred years befoTe that glorious 
person was exhibited to the world, a God incarnate. 

JesuB declares himself to be the long promised 
Meeaiab— Ids claim rests on no slight or doubtful 
evidence — he came at the very precise time it was 
foretold the Mesaiah should appear to the peopU and 
the holy city. Christ's ministry was among the people 
of the Jews — Judea was the land of his nativity — 
the scene of bla labours — the witness of his miracles 
— he was born at Bethlehem, near Jerusalem, and 
crucified just " without the gate" of the holy city. 
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On Calvary "he finished the tra.Dsg;r«SGioDS,£Dd tuatJe 
an end of sin, and make reconciliation for iniquity." 
There the God-man, Christ Jesus, offered up hid lit^ 
a ransom for the guilty — therethesurety of tbe Church 
paid the fulE price for her raderoption, and made 
peace by the blood of liie croBS — there " he suffered 
the just for the unjust to bring siDiiers unto God," 
He toulc away " the ha.nd-wntiDg of otdlD^nces that 
was against us, taking them out of the way by oaillDg 
them to the cross" — there he ri^moved the iniqijilj 
of the land in one day^ and so completely '" finished 
tb« transgreaston," by suffering the puoiBhment due 
for hia people's sins, that when they are " sought for 
they shall not be found" — there he paid the full price 
i^f their redemption, he cancelled the boad, and mads 
peace and reconciliation with offended Justice. He 
" brought in an everlasting righteonsnese, and not only 
suffered the penalty due for their transgressions of 
God's law, * which is holy, just, and good,' but, aa 
the head of the Church, he oheyed all the precepts of: 
the moral law; whiclii he exalted and made honourable. 
Perfect was the obedience wrov^ht out — complete 
was the righteouaness broug;ht in by the incarnate 
Deity, the Lord our right? owenesa, which is from ^ver- 
laa-ting to everlasdng " unto aS and upon alC that 



I 

i 

I 



■223 



[bdieTe,for there is no diSerence." Amidst the awful 
^ooiQ OQ Calv&ry's mouat, wa£ beard tbe cry " it 
is finished !*' It vas the conqneror's stiout— victoiy 
Wis achi«v«d — Satan was Taaquished — the atjag of 
death was taken away — the power of the grave de- 
itroyed— the caaSict was over — the ransom paid — 
the caplives of the mighty delirered — the law was ho- 
■oured — justice satisfimi — God glorified — Heaven 
9poijed — man redeemed — and hell TanquiBhed. That 
WAS, the glorious event which types were intended to ex- 
hibit, aud prophets were com mis&i one d toprDdaim. The 
appointed time of the vision was arrivfid-^it had long 
tarried, but it was accomplished. The chain of 
prophecy waa complete — the vision was sealed* — and 
the moat holy anointed. The God-ma.n, Christ 
Jesus, anointed by bis Father king and priest of 
Zion, then flxchanged his thorny crown for the roj'al 
diadem — tlien left the soirowe of earth for the glories 
of hia mediatorial throne, which no enemy can touch 
— their oppoBition ifi vain — hi' that silteth upon the 
circle of the heavens, will laugh them to scorn. 
lappy are they -who have for their king and priest, 
\im whose kingdom ia eternal, and priesthood un^ 
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cliangfeable — who look to the Redeemerof Israel as the 
rock of their sal vat ion, -and crown th« most holy, Lord 
of all. " Happy are the people that are in Biich acue, 
yea, blessed are the people whose God is the Lord," 



CHAPTER LXIV. 

And aftei tbrea score and two weeks shall Meuinli l>« cat 
off, bnt not for hiiaaelf: and tbe people of the prinoe Ibit 
bIjhU come sball destroy tLe city and tbe ftBDCtuBrj ; and tLs 
end thereof bLgII be tvLtli a Sood, and unto tLo end of [be wu 
deaoUtifine ue detennioed. — Daniel ix. S&> • 

This vision of Daoiel appears involved in conGi- 
deratle ob&curity, by the diversity of time alluded to 
ID the several parts of the prophecy, and reodera it 
difficult to ptave its exact accomplishment. But we 
hope ve have shown in the precedijig part, that it 
does not militate agaiiist " the tnith as it is is 
Jesus," it rather tends to strengthen the teatimony, 
by affording &n additional opportunity of pioTiag, iront 
BBcied and profane history, the fulfilment of (h« 
great event. The proof of its accomplishment does 
aot refit on the insulated fact, but is estabUshed by a 
chain of evidence, derived from the anoale of nations. 
For, whichever of the decrees we Lak«, it is clear from 
ancient chronology, that the period alluded t« is passed!, 
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die Messiah did appear uot far from the time 
by any decree. A& we have attempted to 
prove the fulQlmeDt of the £ret part of the prophetic 
vision, it may not be improper if we mDW endeaToiir 
to show that the remaining part of this interesting 
prophecy haa al&i> been accomplished. 

" After threescore and two veeke shall MsBsiah be 
cut off, but not for himself: and the people i>f the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary." " Secret things belong unto God; but 
things that are revealed, to you and your children." 
We cannot ascertain to a certainty when the s«reaty- 
Iwo weelcB commence, but it is evident they terminate 
ikt the cutting off of the M«e«ah. From th$ words 
" And the end thereof Bba.ll be with a flood, and unto 
the end of the War desola.tiofis are determined," it 
appears, also, to allude to the destructioQ of the city, 
pr'CTiouB to which event the Mesaiah should be cut 
off. We hope we ahall not oETer any violence to the 
words, if we give them this interpretation. The de- 
struction of Jerusalem ia not the only «vent alluded 
to in this interesting prophecy ; there is one of paia- 
muunt importance to the niiu of Salem's palaces, 
though that involved the fate of Judah's sons. On 
the other moiueatous fact hang the highest interestfi 
h6 
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of Jew and G&atile, bood and free, past, present, and 
future geuerations; not oiilj the happiness of earth, 
butmuchof the glory of heaven, dtpends on its accom- 
plishment. Withuut itaoeweet eon g of "Salvation 
to Gad and the Lamb," would have echoed amidst the 
heaveulj hills, none of the race of Adam would b* 
seen woi^hipping before the pretience of Jehovah with 
the aDg{)ls of light; tbo&e melodiouE hjmns of re- 
demptioo, now chaunted by ten thousand ttmes ten 
thoUsaad glorified Saints, had not b??n heard but foT' 
the vicarious sacriSce of the Son of God," who not 
only covenanted, but did actually lay down hie lifs 
la ransota for ainnera. When Jesue, the Christ at- 
God, the Prince Messiah, appeared an earth, it w: 
not simply to set the cliildien of ntca an example o: 
piety and virtue ; we ardently admire his gloriuua 
ifx^mpU, and Consider his followers bound to imitata 
the bright pattern he has left them ; yet we dare 
beli^V'C that that was the only object be dcGigoed to 
coraplieh when he visited our world. t No, he came 
!>s the federal Head, the Representative and Surety 
of his peopled ^^ 'vae " cut off from the 
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the Ijvjfig," by u violent audcruel death j yet not for 
himself, not for any eijt of his own * nor purposely to 
set us a pattern of p&tJence and resignation ; but ta 
discharge the debt of sin,, he had covenanted to cancel 
■ID maQg account. Jehavah executed towards Mm 
the severest justice, and pennitted his crucificrs to 
cxercUe the blackest ingratitude, and meet inhumaa 
cruelty. " O Jeruisalem, Jerusalem, thou who killest 
ihe prophets, and stooest them that are sent unto thee, 
how often would the Lord have gathered thee u ader his 
protecting care as a hen gatheieth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not," Thy awful doom waE 
Sealed when thou didat reject thgauthority,aodpersecute 
unto death Jesus the Messiah, thy prophet and bene- 
factor, thy God a^d King. The thought of thy ap- 
proaching misery drew tears from the eyes, and 
gcoane irom the heart, of Incarnate Deity ; yet thy 
children heheld, with feelings of trinniphant scorn, the 
sorrowH and sufferings their ii'anton cruelty inflieted 
on the Holy Jesua. But heaven marked the impious 
deed-t The blood of Jesus, of prophets, of apostles, 
and of niartyrs, called for vengeance on thy guilty 
land'; the cry was heard, justice remembered thy 
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blact: catalogue of crimes, tlie King of lieAren betteM 
tlie insult offered to hU belpved San, and Jefaorab 
aroee to puniah t1iy rejectioii of Jesua the M^siali, 
whom " ye Tvould not have to reign over you." The 
crimes of Jerusalem were of the blackest and most 
awful cha^acle^^ and her punislimeiit was tremen- 
doi»ly dreadful.* The hi^elites, once th? |ieculi&r 
fKTonritea of Heavent— nursed in the lap of plenly, 
instructed in the oracl&a of God — blessed -witli the 
temple of Jehovah — taught to adore the God of tiulK 
whom their forefathers worshipped ; this people, whn 
once had tfae Lord for their Law-giver and Kiu^.l 
were campelled tobow beneath the oppressive power of 
arbitrary despoti — the law of truth was exchanged ftrf 
the tyrant's mandate^equity and justice were banish- 
ed the waJlfl of Salem, ainl deepoti^m, oppi'eBBioo, blae- 
phemy, and pride, reigned within that devoted, misere- 
ble> c-iCy. Anarchy and confusion ruled that senate and 
Banctuary, once as gloriously dieCin^uished from tbe 
rest of the world by the pnrily of its governmeat, aa 
by the richness and ekgance of its buildings, Jeraea- 
letn was devoted to destruction, aad she sunk beneath 
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ihe accumulated horrors of weit, famine, fire, and (M*ti- 
ietice. iDteroal faction and a far«igD fo« reduced that 
fieaueeouB city and mignificeat saiictuB.ry, to b. heap of 
ruins. The teraplefell — notall the conimandaipromiBefl, 
or threaUflf Titus, could save that splendid edifice 
from destruction ; tlie people of the prince, rcgajdlesB 
of their general's orders, helped to complete the work 
|sf desolation ; — but prophecy wn.s fulfilled, -JeruWem 
Iwas overwhelmed with the flood of divine vensjeance, 
3d deaolatioD prevaLled even unto the end of the war. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

And ba ahall confirm Lhe cor«nanC with mmy for one week ; 

I fend in ihii midst of tli6 week ba shall cause tiie saorificn and 

the oMttlioa to ceaae, aoi for ttie OTerapreading of abomi- 

nstion^ he-sli^U miik^ itdeaalate, ev^n UQtil tht cobsillu&iqdau, 

snd tbBt (teteriniaed itiall be ponred upon the detolate.— 
Duiiel ii. 27. 

Some writer» consider this verse prophetical of the 
fideeolB^e ata.te of Jerusalem under Antlochus Epipha- 
Iks, that sacrilegious monarch who impiouBly pro- 
I'fitRed the Ganctuary of the Cod of laracl. By aim 
' the temple was ransacked and d^poiled of its holy 
^«HeU; its golden omameDta pulled q£F; ita hidden 
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treasurea seized 7 and an unclean animal offered on 
the alCaj of burnt- offerings. Thus did this impiona 
Syrian king dare profane the altar and temple dedi- 
cated to Jehovah. Neither was this all* Jerueakm 
again felt t]i« forcg of his li(>rTi4 cruelty iad pr'ofacc' 
neas; idcd, wamen, and children^ were either slain or 
taken captive ; a.iid the hotues and city walls were 
deatroyed. The Jewa were not allowed to offer burnt 
offeringB or sacrifices to the God of Jsrael — circum- 
cision was forbidden — they were required to profane 
the Sabbath, and eat the flesh of awioe, and other 
b«&stg fdrbidden by their taw* — ihi sanctuary dedi- 
cated to Jehovali was called the temple of Jupiter fl 
OIyn:ipiuB, and bia image set up an the altar — idol 
temples and altars were erected throughout all their 
cities — and the Holy Scriptures destroyed whenever 
they Were met with — and death was tlic fate of thoM fl 
who read the word of tlie Lord. The most horrid and 
brutal cruelties were inflicted on such ha chos* to 
obey God, rather than this Syrian monster. Jeru- 
salem woaoverapread by his abomloationB ; desolation 
was indeed poured out " upon the desolate " when 
Antioebua Epiphanes held the blood-stained eceptrs. 
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emblem of satanic power. Yet, closely as these cir- 
cmngtaaces reaetnble the description given by the 
prophet's viBioii,wc cannot think it is the event aUuded 
la in thia piophecy. Daniel, in tlie three preceding 
Terses, speaks of the Messiah, and the final de^tmctiiju 
of the city and saiictuarj : by Antiochua the tcmpla 
ceitainly was aot destroyed, In the eleventh chapter 
there appears a strilfing prophecy of the ereuts which 
bappcaed in Jeru^lGiii during the dominiaa of the 
Syrian tyrant, but we cannot thinlt he is alluded to in 
any part of the ninth chapter. The first clause of 
this verae, " He shall confirm the covenaiat with 
many," cannot refer to Aotiochue, but alludes to the 

. same glorious person mentioned in the preceding 
verses. The latter part of this verse may with propriety 
be considered as a coDtiQiia.ace of the pro'phecy of 
Jerusalem's final destniction, as it occurred under 

' Titus. To Jesufi the MeGsiah we direct our eyes. 
The one week, or .the midst of the week, (seven years 

' half ejcpired,) alludes to the time of his Public Minis- 
try, ■which waa three years and a half; during which 
penodhedeclaredjthedmgQof his mission was to con- 

f firm the well-ordered covenant of redemption and peace^ 
which was drawn up in the counsels of eternity — 
Moled on earth with the blood of the locaruate God — 
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signed in the preeence of Jehovah, o-n^eU, men, and 
derils — registered in the court of Heaven — and pro-' 
claimedgood and valid by ttereBunectioii of Jesua from 
the dead, and the outpouringof the Holy Spirit." It is 
true, the Eacrifices and oblations of tlie temple service 
did Dot cease immediately on the death of Christ, 
the; were coatiiiiieil. same little time after that eveot; 
but they became uoneceEaary, they had lust their 
ralue, oiid were but idle ceremonicG ojid uaeleaa rights, 
when the thing sigoilied wae accomplished . At best, 
they were only types of the Lamb of God, the blood of 
that one great sacrifice, whifib alone " cleanBetb from 
all ain." '* It is not pc»sible for the blood of bulb or 
goate to take away sis." No, the sacriticeB aad 
ceremonicfi of the M-oeaic economy were only effica- 
ciuuB 60 far as Chiist, the substaaoe, tvas vien'ed 
through the shadow. t In less than forty yeara after 
the death of Christ, the sacrifices; and oblaliona ceaied, 
for the temple was demolished. A spot so deeply 
stained with crime, needed the fire of divia^ ven- 
geaace to consume it from the face of the earth : it was 
erected for the worship of the God of Israel, but wu 
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I horrid eDormiliesobeervedin the templeof Juggernaut 
f Karcdy surpassed the impious practices exercised 
withiu the Jewish saactuaiy. When Titug, ihe Ko- 
man geaeral, approached the walls of the city, it 
more resembled the court of Mars and Bacchus, than 
Ihe temple of Jehovah ; the drunkard's voice — the 
clash of arms — the shoutB of the victor — the cries of 
tbe vanquished — and the groans of the dying, echoed 
throuigh that magoificent pile ; human blood flo'wed 
in its courts, and sprinkled its altars and its walla. 
Jerusalem was a aceoe of slaughter ; but it was not a 

(war to supprt the glorious cause of freedom^ nor 
were they fighcin j to fepel the foreign foe, or shedding 
ttielr blood to defend their beloved homes, and the 
ttill dearer objects of affection, around which the 
warm hciirt clings with fondest thought amidst the 
Acene of danger and of death, and for whose preeer- 
TBtion the weakest arm grows despeiate, and the 

» feeblest mind resolves to conquer or to die. But theirs 
was so Buch glorious contest ; no —civil war had reared 
her hydra head ; the horrid yell of intestine discoid 
rang through Salem's courtB, and echoed round her 
iirallE; that Infernal power bursts the bands of bro- 
Ifterhood, severs the closest ties, dissolves the strongest 
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link of uoion, and makes the man a mongter. The 
Gword of ber own sods deFuged JcrasalQCD vjitb Jevisb 
blood ; tlie fire 'which destroyed her hauaeE waa kin- 
dled by lier owa «hl!dren; death and destructioa 
reigned througli all her palacea; the city groaned 
benea.th a three-fold faction, when the Roman legions 
approached her walls to complete the horrid aceae <if 
slaughter. The temple was the head-quarters of 
Elea.zar and the Zealots; they had iu their poeseadoa 
the stores of £rst fruits aud offerings, and were fre- 
queaCly in a state of intoxiuatio^n ; but when not 
drunken with wire, ihey thirsted for the bloud of tlieii 
countrymen, and issued from their strong hold, to 
ELSfiault John and Iiis party, who ky intreached iai the 
Dut-worica of tlie temple. The ruin of Jerafialem is 
attributed to the h&rrid eoorinities of the Zeiklot fac- 
tion : surely t}ia.t was the summit of wickedness, when 
the priests sold themselves to work iniqiiity, and the 
temple of the Lord was the aeat of their crimes. Tliat 
was " the overspreading of ahomitation," aud it 
coatinued until the sanctuary waa consumed, a.nd 
" ruin was poured upon the desolatorg." It was (he 
iniquitgua pra.ulicea o£ the Jews, rather thEtii the 
Roman eagle, which profaned the courts of the Lord's 
House : the conquerors did Aot plfmt their standa.rd 
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iiualt, bat irith a wish to preserre, the templd icwa 
totil luin and destructioD. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

For I win gmther all nttions igaiiiBt JerasBlem to bftttle ; 
«d the city shall be taken, and the faauaes rifled, and the 
women laiiahed ; and Lalf of the city shall gofoTlh into capti- 
TJty, and the revdne of the people shall not be cut off from 
tte city,— Zechariah xiT. 2. - 

Imperial Rome, to whom the world once bowed, 
and whose power trould command armies from " all 
natioiis," bad conquered Judea, and received from 
her the yearly tribute of her subjection : * but, through 
the oppression of the Roman governors, and the mad- 
ness of the people, the standard of revolt was planted, 
and the Jews tempted to break their yoke of bond- 
age. The Roman legions, inured to war, aod accus- 
tomed to the shout of victory, hastened to subdue the 
rebellions Israelites : they passed from city to city, and 
fiom province to provioce; slaughter and death marked 
their course ; the strife was desperate ; the conflict 
bloody ; the Jews fought like men determined to conquer 
or to die : two hundred andforty-seren thousand seven 

* Luke ii. 1. Msttiiew uii. 17. 
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buDdred were slain befiire iheir provinces were sub- 
jugated, and an immeas'B aumbeT made prisoners : 
amongst wham was Josephua, the historian of tte war, 
who was goremor af tie twoGalileee, and who defend eil 
them with gMll and bravery. The Romans, having 
coDqucred the proviocea, approached to afi&ault Je- 
msakim, which was tben a dreadful scene. The 
soaod of war was heard through all hergates; regard- 
less of the approaching foe, the Jews had turned thtir. 
arma against each other ; three several factions wen 
bsisily engaged ia the worii of slaughter and deatruc- 
tion. Eleazar and the Zealots G-eized the temple; 
John of Giachala aod his foliowera occupied 
out-works ; and Simon, the son of Gorias, 
sed the whole of the lower, and a ^leat part of 
upper, town. Jerusalem was built oa two hillsj 
the highest, on which stood the temple, Was called 
the uppei town, and the other the lower: between 
these lay & valley covered with bouacE ; the subuibi 
of the city were extensive, aitd encircled b; a wall 
two other walla alao surrounded Jerusalem, the into-' 
rior one of remarkable stieng-th. Neither of the threB 
factious parties had any Just claim to supremacy or 
power, though all contended for domialon, and fought 
for plunder. The ZealoU were the smallest party, 
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but, from their situation, poasesacd the advantage : 
they sallied from their strong: holds to attack John, 
wlta aeized every opportunity of a^fianlting Simon; 
thus John ntBiotained a double war, and was often 
obliged to divide liis forces, being attack&d by Ebaznr 
and StmoQ at the same time. In these furious con- 
testa, no age or aex was spared ; the slaughter was 
dreadful. When either party waa repelled, the other 
a9t fire to the huildin^, without any distiDCtion. Re- 
gardless of their contents, they consumed granariea 
and atore-h{)uses, ivhich contained a stock of com 
and other necessaries of life, sufficient to niaijitain the 
inhabitants durio^r a siege of many years ; but neau-lj 
the whole was burnt, and this aircumstance sbodv 
way for a calamity more hoirid than even -war itself. 
Faihinfi sdoa showed her meagre form, and all claaaes 
felt the dreadful effects of a scarcity of food. Such 
i the miserable state of Jeruaaiem when the Roman 
general Titus (son of the reigning emperor, Ves- 
pasian,) prepared to attack the city. The sight of & 
powerful foreign foe at their gates, tvithall the artillery 
of war, could not quell the factions within ; it is true, 
-when closely preflsed by the Romans, the three pftrtiea 
joined to repel the common enemy, but no soouer had 

treathing time, than the spirit of contention 
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araB£, and they resumed the Blaag:ht&r of each otlierV 
thus they maintaiaed a fierce contest with thii 
besiegeiB, and, at the same time, seised every op| 
timity of defitroying eacli ather. The mieery of 
city na^ sDOD Ityond precedent, from the dieadful 
effects of famine , the price of provisiona became exor- 
bitant, and, when no longer offered for sale, the 
houees were entered and searched, and the wretched 
owners tortured till they cunfessed where the slend 
pittance was concealed ; at length the distress becami 
GO great, that perEons parted with the n'hole of their 
property to ohtaia a bushel of nkeit, which they «at 
before it could be baked, or even ground ■ and ha; 
was he who cauld catch a morsel of meat, 
roasted, half raw, from the fire. No iind of cruel 
nas omitted in search of food : at length their sufieringi. 
were so severe, that the wretched inhabjiaitts we: 
neceBeitated to search the vaults and sinks for sus' 
nance, and eren fed on articles too offensire to 
named. The ties of nature and humanity were fo: 
§;atten, the wife seized the food from her husbaad, the 
child from the parent, and even the mother from her 
infant* The excruciating paia of famise an 
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overpowered the tendere&t a.ad 'finest affections m 
nature, tliat a wom^n, descended fkim a nch jtnd 
reapectable family, even killed, "boiled, and ate, her 
own child, a. son in all th« artless and endearing sim- 
plicity of infancy! "VVflU may the British mother 
tremble at Che horrid sound, and pity the wretched 
leniclitish female, thus Euak below the brute. Peeti- 
leuce now stalked abroad, for the atr was tainted by the 
dead ; thougli no leea than six hundred Ihous^Qd dead 
bodies were carried out of the city during the time 
Titus encamped before the wallfi, yet there was an 
incredible number who had no friends to bury chem, 
snd their bodiee were enclosed in large buildings, or 
laid in heapa in the opea air. " JenisaleDi, thou 
didst drink at the hand of tlie Lord the cup of his fury, 
thou liast drunken thedrege of the cup of trembling, 
BJid wruag them out " even desolation, desCnictioi], 
famine and eword, "thy houses rifled, thy womep 

.TiBhed " by Jewish ruffians, and the city at length 
taken by the Roman general. Titus had again and 
again offered the Jews honourable terms of capitda- 

ion ; hut they rejected all his overtures with proud 
iia, Hai when his soldiers took iitt citj, exaspe- 
rated al the hardships they had endured, they spared 
neither 8«x, age, or rank. Sword and fire destroyed 
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Jerusalem and her chUdrea, and closed this liamd 
var, ID which -one millitiii on& hundred- thvusaad J&wi 
were alaio, and ninetj-Beven tioueand made priaoners. 



CHAPTER LXVn. 

Tb6 Lord sliBUbriQgaii^Lioa flgbijiai thee iroiD far ^ fiotniht 
end of Ibe earlL. as shrift aa the eagle flietli ; d nBlXaik nliDMn 
toDg'ue tbon ehalt Dot undErEtaii'd ; a natian of fierce cauata^l 
naoce, which shall DOl regard the pereon of the aid, nor i 
favour to ite yuimg-^Deat. K^viii. 49, 5rt, 

Ani-d when he wus come aenr, be beheld the city, and wept' 
over it, saying, if thou hadat known, even ihou, at leaat ifl 
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! botJ 
now they ate hid from thine eyes. For the days sball comffi 

Dpon tb^^, tT^Bt tbine fneiaieB s-li&ll cast a IrQut^h shout tbe4, 

aod compass Ihee roond, and ke^p thee in. on ev'ery side, sati] 
Bhall ]aj thee even nilli the ^ouud, and thy children wit! 
thee ; and they shall not kite in thee one stone uptMi uo 
thai ; bscause thou kuewGEt not the time of thy Tieitadun,- 
Lute lix, 41 — ^4. 



JuDEA was not conquered by the neighbouring 
Aeiatic states, but hy the Roman, Earopeajia of a' 
" fierce Bod n^arlikecouuteuatice," who knevrnotthe 
Jewish language, and regarded not " the persoDS of 
the old, Bor showed favour ta the young." It -wiil 
not be difficult to trace the Roman eoldiers in 
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doquenUy deecriptirfr character. No nation excelled 
them ID their military prowes-B, or in tlie rapidity of 
their conqueBta. In comparatively Et very shoft period 
of time, they extended their empire over all the then 
civilised part of the globe. The infiignia of their 
legi-Mis waa not more descriptive of their valour, than 
of the unexampled rapidity of their movements. The 
celebrated motto of Caeear, " 1 came, I eaw, I con- 
quered," was neither of a. doubtful, or boasting, cha- 
racter. Their career was indeed " as avFift aa the 
eagle fiieth." No aation or people did long withstand 
the fierceness of their attacks, or the per^eveHiii; 
energy of their |;enerats. In their triumphs over their 
^■feemies, they frequently displayed a ferocity happily 
unknowD in modera warfare. The mo^t diftiDgtiished 
of their captives, without re^rd to t^e or sex, were 
dragged in triumph, amidst the shouta of the god- 
(]uerorB, and tlie insults of the rabble. Often, vhen 
exasperated by the protracted defence of a biavc 
people struggling; for tlieir existence, iostead of re- 
«.pect]ng such patriotic efforts, they inflicted the most 
horrid barbarities upon the imreuatlng and unhappy 
objects of their vengeance ; and & slaughter, indis- 
criminating in its fbuy, and dreadful in its results, 
•VeA the blood-stained process of the licentious 




242 



I 



»oldUry, who " regarded sot the person of ihe nlj) 
nnr showed favour to t^ie joung." History info; 
na, that the RornanB, under Titua and Veepasiao, 
after a protracted siege, unparalleled in horror, and 
saDguinaiy beyond example, at length became maetera 
of tliie OQce-favuuied spot; and if we compare the 
pr«diGtioDS of Christ witit the events which oceuried, 
and fuligffed at the taking of this derot^ city, we Baklli 
be stmck with the coiDcidence of the declaration, audi 
its &wfi|l fulfilment. 

HiBfureloiowledge of the dreadful calamities which 
should precede and accompany the dBBiruciion of Je- 
maalem, caused our blessed Saviour, when be beliEdaH 
the ciQr, to weep over it : and, Burelfj if this once- 
favoured race had then known theday of itsvisitatioD, 
the Lord would have turned from bis fierce aagerj ™ 
but these things " wer-e hid from their eyes." Havii^ V 
rejec(«d the Lord of Glory, they were given ovsr tn 
judicial bliadaeas, and the Lord brought upon them 
"a. nation from afar" to execute his vengcBiiice. 
Jerusalem wae " trodden down by the Gentiles, 
and there was " great distreea upon the laad, and' 
wrath upon the people." Theswordaad theepear from 
tvilhoatg^ad famine and pestilence and civil di 
withiu, were indeed unto them " the beginning 
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"lirrows." The predicted day was now come, when 
their " enemies should cast a trench about Jiem, 
and compa.BS them round* a.ad keep them in on every 
ode." Their walls af strength, their l>ea.utiful palaces, 
and their TnagniQceut temple, were laid " evcQ 
with the ground." Not *' one stone was left upon 
anotber " that was n^t thrown down ; and all the 
princes and the nobles, the ruEer and the ruled, the 
priest and the people, and " the children within thee," 
either " fell by the edge of the sword," or were " led 
awa^ captive into all nattflas," for there was " great 
distress in the land, and wrath upon the people." 



CHAPTER LXVIII. 



Tberefure sliall Zion far your sako be plowed as a fi^ld. 
and Je^ruBalem Ehall become heSipB, and the mountaia of tlie 
hoUH as the lii^h jiIhcbb of tba foiegt.— MicaL iJi. 1%. 

" Walk about Zioa, and go round about her, 

tell the towera thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks, 

CQn&ider her palaces," are they etill "beautiful for 

siluatioD?" Ih Jerusalem yet the "Joy of tlie whole 

^■krth?" 'Within "her walla peace once reigned, 

^^fad pro4p«nty within her pdaces." But bow 
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cTianged the spot! desolation and dismay reign utl 
undisturb^ possfSEion, where elegance and artj 
displayed theii richest aitd most curious prodnctioDSsil 
JeruEalem is fallen — war destirtyed her palaces, aniil 
levelled her templ^^— the fire which consumed that] 
inagaiQceut city was tjndled by the hand of ciiill 
discord — the desolating el^meiit tha.t bl&z^d withJ 
aufut glare, aiDid&t the splendid saocCuaiy, was fimj 
lit by Jemsh hands — and the enfuriated RomiH 
soldicTB applied the torch, which ultimately destroyetn 
the temple of Jehovah. The Jews having burnt th»l 
greater part of the ^Ueries arouud the templci aodJ 
the Roman soldiers set fire (□ the remainder, Tilun 
(wuniandBd his troops to extinguieh the flames; buti 
so aooner vere hia orders executed than a RomaM 
Eoldier threw a fire-brand iatu the temple, ^od theiu'-] 
lerior was InBcautlj in a blaze ; the £ames Epread with j 
lapidity, and not all the commands, tbreatenings, of'J 
entreaties, of the Romaa gBneral, and his officers, wersQ 
etfectual to preserve the building. Whilst eonie werel 
eadearouring to check the furious element, otbere seCi 
fire toi several of the door-'posts ; the scene was drea-d-'l 
ful; th« Jews Were filled with astonishment and^ 
horror, and their conquerors with fury. Amidet tfara 
cnckling of the ht were heard the shouts of tba 
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Victors, And the cries of the vaDi:|uished ; tlie shrieks 
of the wcunded, and ibe groaas of the dying. The 
ground oa«v«ry side was strewed with dead; while 
the courts Howvd with Jewish blmid, the £tq laged 
above; the coni}ag:ra.tiaQ was awful, and the massacrf; 
dreadful* J>eiuealein and it« walls wer« destro;;f^d, 
the temple levelled, and the Jews ciinquered, la the 
secnnd ^ear of tlie reigo of Vesp&siaa, on the sanie 
■uvath and day as Nebuchadnezzar destroyed tlie 
foniier city and temple. The last temple, once cele- 
btated for its m^itficeace, is dqw aa more. That 
building which, by the solidity of its conatiuctiuD, 
seemed Ut defy th^ mouldering hand of tioae, saoti 
became a heap of ruina, and " the mountain of the 
hfluee OB the high places o£ the forest." f Titus, he- 
fere he withdrew hi& troops, commaQded them to 
reduce the city and temple to a level with the ground, 
and they left not " one stone upon another," to mark 
the spot where the temple stood. So strictly was 
thia prd^r &\e!<^ut«d, thj^t the deiuoliah^d city warc^ly 
tpeared to have been the resideoci; of human crea- 



Matt. iiJT. tl, as. 

•^ Tb-@ ira^|a wera compDfied of die most durably kiod Qf 
irLite stone, of massive t'lze, eacli itone being twelve I'eel 
,iiigU| eigUl«en bioBd, aail tiur^y-seven vii a liilf id leogtli. 
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tores. Only three euonf to<wen mnainnl of tli« 
once maguficent JemsaJem, ajid they wa* left U 
exhibit to future times the sidll and pover of lb*i 
RomiLD troops, in becomiiig [KKficsfied «f i |>l>ee tA 
■troof ly fortified by natuie and an. Jose^iu and 
Other Jewe uttribuie the nnpanJIeled ealamitia of J 
their country-men, aod the deetniction of (he teiup!e»] 
to the eigiDal vcDgeance of heavea, inflicted to punUfc 
thai deluded people [or tbeb cruelty and iiiJB8tM% lo^ 
James the juBt, the brother of Jesua, who » 
Christ : but a believer af the New Testament niiuf ' 
consider that they were punished fur their rejecdgii 
and criici£xi«ii of Jestis Christ himself, the Meeaiah cX] 
Israel, and Son of God ; it was for that cause " Zton 
was f)]ow«d as a field; Jenisalem became a heap-qfi 
mins, and the mouatain of the huuse aa the higt \ 
places of the forest." 



CHAPTER LXrX. 

And lie Btiall be fnr A ^DCtddTj ; but ht ft stniie of itaiB-] 
Ming 8Jid far a rock of ofiuDce Co Ixith the bnusea gf IirasI,] 
for a gin soU fbi a save ta ttie iabubiUnti o-f Jen^al^iB,- 
Jaaiah viii. 14. 

The^e words are not prophetical of the person 
the Messiah, jet tliey de^^cribe, in M^fikLug Language, 
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(be effectfi that would tbllaa' hk appearance and 
jnmUtry upon tarth. Thej foretel the opposilion and 
enmity that would arise, in the mindi of tha Jewish 
nation, to the Chriet of Gud. Tf the whole larael- 
idfih race had gladly hai]«d J>eGus aa their Messiah, 
ajid if atl, to whom the Gospel bas been proclaimed, 
/roDi itB first prornulgation down to the present hour ; 
all these countless multitudes, had cordially em- 
frac«d the faith of Chrbt, it could not have prored 
€. more decisipe evidence of *' the truth as it is 
in Jeaua," than is afforded by th'O Jews in their rejec- 
tion of Chriet as the Messiah. Thereby the prophecies 
God are fulfilled concerciing AtiK, who, though set 

r a sanctuary, became " a stumbling block, and rock 
*f offenc*," to the bouae of Israel, "and a gin and a 
anaje to the inhabitants of Jerusalem." 'Vhe Jews 
were not a little vain of ihe glorious pre-eminence 

leir nation once sustained amidst the kinG;donts of 

« world, on account of the woadrous works, which 
flie Lord of Hosts had wrought for them, hy " his 
mighty hand, and outstretched arm." Tbeirreligious 
distinctions and c^teaoaiea had also tended to feed 

leir pride, and nourish their haughty contempt, for 
the other nations of the earth. Their long pramiRed 
3feGsiah was not forgotten by them, la his reign. 
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their lively ima^atiaus Imd blended all tbe eplendid] 
contfuestsaDd dazzling magnificence at regal power. 1 
Theirs woe a, tone «f mind but tll-Buited to bow b«fore1 
the, despised Man of Nazareth ; to embrace the com-l 
mandi^i and follow as a maBCer, one so poor, that' 
" he had not wlierc tn laj his Lead." When wft 
<:oTi£ider tlie Datursl pride of the human heart, at 
joiaed with the national pride of the Jewiah people, 
we ma^ cease to wonder at their rejectian of Jcbus.. 
'lliey could not stoop to o^ckaawledge cren the Sui 
of God as their ruler, when offered to them roiJ.J 
of the purple lobe aad goldeB «eptre. They coiiW 
not swear allegiance to Ziou's King, when they gav 
neither hie royal parilioR, sor marshalled troops. 
Tliey could not boiv before one born ia a atable, though M 
Angels had descended topiuclaioi his glorious advent. ™ 
What wonder, if th? eye by gazing bo long and fre- 
quently on the dazzling splendour they were wont lAl 
attach to the MeBsiah's te'i^a, could not perceive tbej 
fainter raya of glory that glimmered around the 
retired path of the Maa of Naaareth ; they ware 
nfi'ended ^t the iihsenoe of all tetoporal eplendour . 
his person; the Crass of Chriet proved a stumbtini 
block and roeV of «fFence. The Jews rejected, 
mifit for their building, " the precious cornei uon 
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thich the Lord God liad lain ia Zion, as a aiiie 
foundatioD." They could not admit the Carpenter's 
Sou to be tfa« liead of God's Cburcb, nor ackaowledgs 
the Man, untaught in th« schools of worldly science, 
to be the prophet of God's people. Neither " has 
■the offepce -0/ the cross jet ceased;" multitudes 
Btill despise and wjeet the Christ of God; they are 
adliamed to own elle«;ia[ice to Jeeus of Ntizareth -; they 
blufih to acknowledge, as their Lord and Master^ him 
who diedupgn the accursed tree; they diaJike to be 
thought one of his real followers, and hate the hu- 
miiiatiog aod self-deayiiig' commands he eojoins on his 
disciples. They prefer building their hopes for etemitj 
the Aaody foundation af human merit, rather than 
on the hloud and righteousness' of Jesus, But if we 
refuae lo rest qq Clirist, that '* sure foundation God hu 
laid in Ziim," all other grounds of hope will prove a 
traacberouB rest, from which the floods uf dicine 
juaUce will sweep tu to the dark abyu of wo>. God 
haa declared that " other foundation can no man lay, 
than is laid, TChich is Christ Jettus." \'tt how little 
anxiety is evinced on a subject of «u<ch unmevae ira* 
portancet Hoir f«w are concerned to Iraild fiwir 
bopea for eternity, on Cbriat, tbe Rodt <tf Afca, tlial 
precioiu comer stone; that thed Moiic; tmd by 
11 & 
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countless myriads of happy aaintE, nnw in glory, wtio 
fouDd him faithful to save from the overwIneimiDg 
eUi^e. Must DO't he, who paid tlie full prioe af 9 
aoul, kLow its "worth ? and ha^ he not declared, that 
iC vill profit us little " to gain the ^hole warM and 
lose our own eoul?" One soul is of more real raltte 
than this ^orld, with all icit boasted riches and glo- 
ries. The da; is coming wh«n "the heavens bIwII 
depart as a Ecroll, the elements melt witli fervent 
heat," and this world, eo loved and careased; by its 
-votaries will he utterly congumed by the fire of divine 
vengeance. But the soul of every individual taaa 
exist for ever, either in eteracil liH-ppiness or minery. fl 
Yet how 16 the method of man's leconciliation with 
God slighted ? How is that ^Ibrious acheme of 
redemption, by the death of Christ, despised by the 
great majority of those to whom it is published. Do 
sngela turn from the lofty pursaits and ^luries of 
the heavenly world, to pry into the mysteries nf (hA 
cross; and shall man, for whose benefit it was con« 
trived and accomplished, remiin stupidly ingeneiWe 
Id its excellence a.Dd glory, carelessly indifferent 
whether or not he partake of the blessing? 

Are we not taught in the caee of our Grat parents^ 
lite absolute necessity there is for our knowing and 



1 



551 



I 



receiving Christ ? Was it not on the eveointfof the 
same day, in which they brakt through the fence of 
God'a coDQinand, that he was gra.[:ious]y pkased to 
dieoover to them hia plaJ> of recoacilifitioa in the 
pramised seed? And why igo soon after t}ieir traxi^'- 
gre^ioa^ but that the kiioiv-W^e of it was ncce^- 
»ary to their saivatioD. Shall tliat sclieme i>f Re- 
deniptioD, which required the depths of diviofe wis^ 
dom to contrive, and the extent of divine love to 
execute, be despised and rejected by man, ae un- 
worthy his acceptance ? By man, that worm of the 
earth, that creature of a day, so ineignificant amidst 
the etup^bdoufi «atks of God, that if he were annihil- 
ated, tie wculd scarcely be missed amid the boundless 
immenBity of epicft. Awful ie the etate of the Gen- 
tile or the Jew who " hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and counted the blood of the covenant 
an unholy things" 

The Jews, where aie they! or rather, where are 
ihey nut ? To what part of the world can we tum. 
without beholding Mime of the cnbe of Israel, They 
dwell in evciy land, hut have none they can call their 
own 7 They have lost their power, but preserved their 
national featurea and manners. Wanderero on the fac* 
of the globe lor nearly Eighteen hundred yean, they ara 






not assimilatGd ii'ith any people. AVhat other ciatimi 
had so long prtserved u diatiactioo ? Wbeje are the 
BritoDH, RamaDB, Saxons, Normaiis, acicieot loha- 
bitaoU of our lsl« ? They are sll blecded Ja the 
English. The Jews, though dwelling iu every coun- 
try, are still an unmixed peopEe, yet that very dia- 
linctioD expaacfi theu to persecution and gcorn. The 
dispersion of the JewE is but a amaU port of their 
calamities. The Hebrews arc a des]>iaed and per- 
secuted race, compelled to eniiiire, without the Lope 
of redresa, indignities the most revolting — barba- 
rities the most cruet — insuIlB the most degrading — 
loeees the most nevere. And this not merely from «jie 
nation, but nenrly the whale world has wreaked ite 
vengeance on this unhappy people. Even the ma&[ 
cmliGed and polished tiatione. have stooped to load the 
Jews with obloquy and scorn; many and grierou* 
are the disabiliti^a to which they are subject. Yes, 
Jehovah has executed his threatened punishment upon 
this unhappy people, for their rejection of the Mea- 
siah. " He ha.a scattered them among all people from 
one end nf the eanh even unto Ihe other." "Their 
plagues have been nondert'ul, even great plagues, and 
of long coatinuaDce." They are become " an aEConish- 
meat, a proverb, and by-ivord among all oationa." 
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All the prophecies of the Meeeia.h Trhich we possess, 
■were handed down to us from the Jews, The Hebrew 
,d Greek versigos of the Old T«etvn^t were in 
leir poaseasioa long before the ^OBpel era. Its latest 
prophecy was at least four huodred and thirty jean 
before the augKl's shout was heard, "Glory to Gud 
in the highest, and on earth peace, (^uod will tawafd 
men." Nor do the Jews attempt to deny that Jeans 
jii Nazareth appeared at the time related by the Evan* 
-gelutt. Josephus, the Jewish historiitU) in hia &Oli- 
quities of that Datioo, (book the ISth,) relates: — 
" About this period, (referring ta the reign of Tiberius 
Cseear,) there miwe to notice one J«8Uq, a maa of 
consummate wisdom, if, indeed, he may he deemed 
a man. He was eminently celebrated fi>r Ills pijwer 
of working miracles ; and they who were curious and 
desLrous to learn the truth, fiocked ta hliu in abun- 
dance, He was followed by immense numbers of 
lie, as well Jews as Gentiles. This was that 
Christ, whom the princes and great men »f our 
nation accused. He was delivered up to the cross by 
Pontius Pilate ; not with a tao ding which, thosv who 
originally adhered to him, never forsook him, Oo 
the third day after his crucifixion he waa seen alive, 
fi£reeftb!y to the predictions of several prophets: ht 
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wrought a great muinbej' of maivellous acts; and 
there reniaiPj even to this day, a a&cl of people who 
bear the n&ine of Christians, who acknonled^ this 
Chriet for th^ir head." This honoura.l)le t&Gttmony is 
froiD an enemy — a Jcw^ whose writinga were held in 
high GstimatioD by his Qation. Chriat " came iialo 
his ORD nation, but they received him not." No 
eridoDCP, liowevor bright or clear, was BoSifiient to 
coDTinco men so blinded hy prejudice. Warned, 
indled, and tlireatened, still they perfii&ted in reject- 
ing the Messiah, because he did not assume the 
warrior's sword, or moiml the throne of Judah. Should 
we not feel raoTS disposed to pity and reclaim, than 
insult and oppress, this deluded people? Have they 
no claim to our gratitude? To " them were com- 
mitted the Oracles of God," which we now enjoy. 
The prophctG aud apostles were all Jews; and from 
them, "according to the flesh, Christ came, who is orer 
all, God Wessed for evermore." It is recorded, by 
ecclesiastical writera, that sereral of Chriat's own 
disciples and apostles— Simon Peter, Simon Zelotes, 
James the son of Zeb&dee, Joseph of Arimathea, 
Aristubulus, ajid St. Paul hionaelf, preached the 
goapei to this nation. If this, indeed, be correct, their 
nation has peculiar claims to our regard, for the ser* 
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vices of their ancestors. Certaiply, the Rooiaiis 
were iaatnicted ia ChriEtiBiiity hj Paul and atlici 

kjewg ; aad, ia the first cejituTy, the Roman legiano, 
find the staadaid of the gospel af Christ, wexe planted 
on Albioa's coa^t. 

The Jews, though aca-ttered and persecuted, ire 
Eot destroyed ; ihey are preserved manunients of the 
^P divine veracity. O, may we take waroing from their 
Rwfiil fate ! " Because of unbelief they were broken 
off, and we stand hy faicb." " Let U3 not he high- 
mioded, but fear ; for if Gud spared not the natural 
IvanclieB, take heed, test he spare not us. Behold, 
therefore, the gftfldnesa and severity of God j on them 

I which fell, severity; but, towards us, goodness, if 
^b cootiiiiie in his goodness : otherwise, we also shall 
te cut ofl'." It wUI avail us little to confess Jeaus 
as theMeasiah, if wc are unconcerned to know and 
practiBe the doctrines he has taught. But may we 
^B-**' HercB the Lord witli fear, and rejoice with treni- 
l>Ung." " Kiss the Son, l-est he be angry, and ye perish 
^ from the way, when his wrath is idndled but a little." 
^K " Blessed aro all they that put their trust in him," 
H for his word is fate ; immutability seals, and eternity 
^ft executes, -whatever he decrees. 





And ha Bald, II is alight Ihiag lliat [boustionldeeclio nj' 
aenant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, Dmi to TijBtorfi the pra- 

served of Israel; I will nUo give Ibee for a liglit to tie 

G«iitileB, tbrBt tboa innyeit b^ my aalration unto tbe end bf 

the earlli- — Isaiali xlix. 6. 

The desceada,Dl£ of Abraham, tlie friend of God, 
wer^ f^&teil &s tl>« Lofd'd j^eculiftf [>e(^]>1e; sing-led 
out from other natioDSi as the favourites of heaven, 
the Lord was their lawgiver and king. No othfir 
□atioo had God " bo nigh uDto them in all things that 
tbey called npon him for," as the people of Jerael. 
To benefit them, the laws of nature were revened, 
and nations destroyed. They were eiiipla;yed by 
Jehovah to punish the idoktrous |)eopIe for their 
crimen." They were selected Ca maintain the know- 
ledge and worship of the tiue Ood,f and t9 convey 
hie pure and holy law to remate generations. Thus 
favoured and blessed, the Jews were accustomed con- 
temptuously to regard all other nations, as common 
Had unclean ; they could not endure ta have one stone 
thrown down of the partition nail, which bad go long 
separated them from the Gentiles.^ They proudly 

" DeuieroDomj xriiu 8j li- + IsaiaL xiiii. 20, 31. 
1 Jplrn ir. 9, 




Enough appropriated to themselcea all the blessing 
caiinected with t}ie appearanct: of the Messiah. But 
it woald be alightthiog that Christ should become 
JehoTah'a servant, eoduie paia and acarn, oiGr^ly tu 
raise up the tribes of Jacub, and to restore the pre- 
gcrved of Israel ; " that nation which he knew woulcl 
so Iodb; deapise and reject him. But Messiah was 
given fur "a light to the Geentiles," and Jehovah's 
" salvatian UQto tlie endaof the earth." He has asked, 
and received " the heathen far his inheritance, and 
the uttermost pB.rta of the earth for his possession." 
" Yea, all natioas shall be blessed in him ;" fttr the root 
of Jsm ehail stand fiir " an eaaign of the people, 
and to him shall the Gentiles seek:" to his glorious 
rest ahiU ail nati.>ns flow. He shall have " dorotuioit 
iVom aea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth." " They that dwell in th* wiWeTnesa, 
ehall bow before him; and his enemies lick the dust. 
The kings of Tarshish and of the feles shall bring 
presents ; the kings of Sheba and Seba, shall ofier 
gifts: yea, all king« shall fall dowo before him, all 
uMions flhall eetre him. For he shall deliver the 
needy when he crieth ; the poor abo, and him that 
batb no helper. He ehall redeem their mu] from 
violence: and precioiu thall their bltxxi be u tu« 
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sight. He shall live, and to him shall be given of thi 
gold of Seba : praj'er also shall be made for him con- 

■tiuually; acid daily shall he be priuBed. Hia name 
sha.ll endure for evur, his Qame shall be cuutiuued aa 
long as th« sun : and tuea ehall b« bltissed ia lum : ftU 
DEttious shall call bini bleased- Blessed be the Lord 
God, the God of Isnml, who only doeth wondrous 

'thioge." Yea, Christ ib Jehovah's servant, in whom his 
soul delights; he has "put hia spirit upon hint, be 
shall bring farth judgment to th& Gentiles ;" " he has 
given him for a covenant of the people, far a light of 
the Gentiles.," Numerous are the prnpheciea which 
refer to the call of th* heathen world, and Jesua who 
declares him&elf the Mesei&h, is described in the New 
Testameni as " a light to lighten the Gentiles," as well 
as " the gWy r>f his people Israel." He preached hiui- 
aelf ia the borders of Zabuloa and Neptithalim,* and 
^amaria: f tbeparting command he garehisdiaciplee 
waa, that they should " gi> forth into all the world, 
Bud preach the gospel to every creature." He en- 

. dow«d them with the gift of tonguea, to enable them 
to preach the uusearchable riches of Clirist to the 
Geatilea. And they wfent forth and pi^ached every 
nhere, "the Lord working with thera, and canfiraiiog 
* Matihe-n-iv. IS, 1:3, 1q, IC. i Jolm iv.^. 
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ihe word with signs following." " The word of Uie 
Lord went forth fnom JeruBalem ;" it rapidly s|it('ad 
tfifough Jewry, Samana, and GalitcB. Dietant cities 
a heard the glad tidings. Within thirty yron 
after (heir Lord'easceusino, the faithful disciples Imd 
preached the doctriueft of the gospel at C^ear^SB 
DamaEcus, Joppa, Actioch, Phrjigia, GalatiD, Derbe* 

Coiinth, Iconium, Ephesus^ Macedonia, Cjprus, 
^yria, Cilicia, Athena, Alexandria, at Rome, and 
numerous other places. 

The Ciiristian faith was contiary to all exi^tiugl 
t^inionSj reltgione, and habits; and decidedly opposed 
la tlie natuml propeoaities of the biiinan heart. Its 
jteacherB were Jewisii fiehennen, tent-makera, and 
tax-gatherers, poor and illiterate men* unekilled in 
artifice* They preached not merely amuiigst men as 
eimple as themselves, they taught at Athene and 

iii«, the very seats of learning and philoAopliy ; 
they had to conleud with men skilled in science, and 
wera opposed by loog-establisUed customs and habitar 
The disciples had no eloquence to codyjucc, no puworj 
to awt, no wealth to bribe ; they were cpposf d by ' 
Jewish pride, Grecian philosophy, and woirldly fxiwcr ] 
jet the gOEpcl floun«hed rapidly aver al I oppoirilien »M 



* ACU IT. 13. 
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stool-" '* For he Jiath appointed a day, in the whi 
Ite will judge the worid in righteoueness, by that man 
wJiorq he Ualh ord&ined ; whereof he hath given aasa- 
ranee tiato all men, in that he hath rnised hioi fram 
the dead." " For the Father jiidgeth do man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the Soa ; that all 
men should hoBoiur the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not iht SoRt honaareth 
not the Father which bath sent him," " But who may 
abide the day of hia coming ''. and who shall staod 
when lie appeareth ? " Wo unto them who noiv (fare 
to raise their pituy aim Ld rebellion against the 
Majesty of heaven; who madly rush on the " thick 
bosses of Jehovah's buckler;" "" trample under toot 
the blood of the Son of God ; " and " heap unto them- 
stdves wiath, a^inet the day of wrath," Christ will 
not always extend the golden sceptre of mercy, that 
siiineTS " may touch and live." The day ia coming, 
when he will grasp the snord of juetice, and arise ta 
"judge the world in righteousness." " 'Behold, he 
com.etl! with clouds ; and every eye ahall see him, and 
they alao which pierced him ; and all lundreds of the 
earth ahall wail because of him." O that men " did 
but know in this their day, the things that belong unto 
their peace, before they are for ever hid ffom their 
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eyes ; " for " some shall awake to everlaitlng Itfr, Anil 
some to shame and everlaeting contempt^ but tlinj' thai 
be wise shall shiae as the brightneu of the flrrriamentt 
and they that tura maoy to rightmuaneu, an the ilani 
for ever and ever." Ye watchmen od ZIoh'n walli, 
ye ministers of the everlasting goijiel, O " heal nut Um 
wound of the daughter of GodV people ilig htljr ; " nuji 
not, " Peace, peace, when there u no peace." " Cry 
aloud, spare not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet, ind 
show the people their tnuu^eMiuns, aad tb« bouse of 
Jacob their bids." Shrink not back, )ik« Jonah of 
old, from delirerii^ your Master's awful inessige, B« 
ye faiUifuI to your God, to yoor coueieoce, MnA I* 
souls. Let the sweet accnits of wttref be b«a/i)« 
while ye boldly mfinl the UoMl-sUiotd hutatmn i4 Hm 
cross. Tell of the lore and ^fltf of Mtm, irb» 4't4 
that wc va^ lire ; ** Who mAaiA, Itm jmH la* Ot* 
DDJast; to bring snacn unto CmmL' " Ffsy lb«M, >* 
Chriit's stead, to be rccnwilcdnto &>!;'' «ada«e«»« 
of awrcj while h macj fcc fews4. Ia«ie«, tn'tMit, 
cnneai theat to Ie« frim lh« wrtA &v ViOw!, ^ mj 
iamm ciw weapnas tf their aio^MM. mrt .nin fvw 
nwzi Hsdcer'.t Kaiute ; to '^■lit eiw fiwaiV) '.amt^. ^mm 

(auBaoudT 1 cuiiar'l. " Fnetaiai. ^ut wMaeelMtit* 
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ciies bi Chmt," tell tliem " his yoke is easr. 

i& burden light," that "his ways are ways of 
guitnega, aod tha.t all his paths are pea<;e." Telllh^m* 
Mhe uow wuts to be gracious, but that, ere langi the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaTeo, with 
fliighty sDgeU iq flainiag fire, taVicig vengeance oa 
tliem that know not God, and that obey not the :^o»pe] 
' »f OUT Lord Jesus Christ, who ahall be punished with 
ererlastiog destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of Mspawer; when he«hall co^ie 
to be glorified in his B^iots,. and to be admired in all 
them thiit believe." " lie will swallow up de&th is 
victory ; the Lord God will wipe away tears from off 
all faces ; and the rebuke of faia people shall be taken 
away from off all the earth," for the Lord hath spokea 
it. " It sliall be said En that day, Lo, this is our God : 
we have waited for him, ajid he will save us : this ia 
the Lord ; we hare waited for htm ; -we will be glad, 
sod rejoice io his salvation." 
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Mlllt, jDwi!tt,*Dd Mill!, Balt-eoiiit, FlMt-ittetU 



